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Narukk, EXTENT, and 
 _ AUTHORITY 

| A 
Private judgment 
In MaTtTERs of REL1610N ; 


SHEWING- 


How far the ſame is Conſiſtent with the Ma- 
king of Creeds, and the Authority of Coun- 
cils, Synode, and other Eccleſiaſtical Aſſem- 
blies. Highly neceflary, for the Determi- 
ning moſt of the Controverſies now on foot, 
concerning the Preſent State of the Church. 
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Between TIMOT HY and PHILATHEUS. 


be neglect 70 bear the Church, ler him be unto 


Mat. 18. 17. 
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Written By The Author of the Dialogues | 


thee as 4 Heathen Aan and a Publican, | | 


in Fleerſtreet. 1711. 


1 0 THE 


Moſt Reverend Father in Gor 


7 0 MH 


By Divine Providence, ” 
Lord Archbiſhop-s of W RK, 


Primate and Metropolitan 
of England. Lord Al- 
moner, I One of HER 
ManzsT1E's moſt Ho- 
nourable Privy. Council. 


 Myi it pleaſe Tour Grace, 


HAT True Primi- 
tive Integrity which 
ſhines ſo eminently in Towr 


A 2 Grace, 


iv The Dedication. 


Grace, and That univerſal 
Compaſſion and Tender- 
neſs, which is ſo Natural 


to You, are Vertues, that 


make you the Support of 
the Weak, and the Re- 
fuge of the Sincere ; For 
which Reafons, the follow- 
ing Papers are laid at 


Tour Grace's Feet: where 
the Good Deſign, with 


which they were Written, 
will not fail to procure ' 


Pardon for all their Im- 


perfections. It is Tour 


* 
. 


 Grace'sperpetual Employ- 
Pe * 


ment, to Do Good: My 


utmoſt Pretences are, only 
to Intend it; Let That be 


s 


The Dedication. 
my Excuſe, and your For- 
giveneſs my Reward. 

If the Examples of a 
few Good Men, like Tour 
Grace, were able to Save 

a People from Ruin, it 
is very ſtrange, that both 
the Precepts and Exam- 
_ ples of all thoſe, who have 
Copy'd from Tour Grace, 
| ſhould not fave a Nation 
from Degeneracy ; But 
ſince it was abſolutely re- 
quiſite, for the Honour of 
Prophecy, that Hereticks 
and Scoffers ſhould come: 
thanks be to Providence; 
that permitted them to ap- 
* in an Age adorned 
by ſuch Prelates, the beſt 
A3 Cham 
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VI 


| The Dedication. 


Champions againſt the 


worſt Adverſaries. God 
has placed Tour Grace no 
leſs than Iwice in the Gap, 


and made You highly In- | 


ſtrumental, in Delivering 


us from the Attempts of 


1 and Faction; And 
it is hoped, that ſo long 


as the Mitre reſts upon 


ſuch Heads, they will 
never preſume, notwith- 


ſtanding their known In- 


ſolence, to meditate ano- 


ther Attack. 


Wie of the Laity, have, 
with little Judgment per- 


haps, and leſs Charity, 


been cenſurd by ſome, 


for Intermeddling in theſe 


_ Afﬀrairs 


1 The Dedication. vii 
Affairs of Religion; But if 
with all Due Submiſſion 
to our Elder Brethren the = 
Clergy, It is difficult for 
the Meaneſt Child to live 
under the Protection and 
Care of ſo Good and ſo In- 
dulgent a Mother, as the 
Church of England, with- 
out Proclaiming our Gra- 
titude, and Defending her 

Honour and Reputation, 
againſt all thoſe her Unna- 
tural Sons, who have Diſ- 
inherited themſelves, and 
Revolted from their Obe- 
dience. „ 
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vin The Dedication. 
F 
That Little I have con- 
_ tributed towards the Sup- 
preſſing Hereſy and Schiſm, 
with thoſe Arms of Natu- 
ral Reaſon and Argument, 
by which alone they pro- 
feſs to maintain the Com- 
bat, is Grounded upon ſo 
Hearty a Deſire of doing 
Service to the Church, ſo 
free from Prejudice and 
Partiality, and from any 
Proſpect of Temporal Ad- 
vantage, or any conceited |} 
Opinionof my own 1 
ſuperior to that of other 
Men, that I cannot deſpair 
of being accepted with 
Tour Grace, which _ 
will 


IT) be Dedication. ix 
Vwill be aſufficient -Recom—- 
pence for the Cenſures of 
AM . 
W hilſt our moſt Pure 
and moſt Holy Church re- 
Vvives and flouriſhes: No- 
thing ought to be negle- 
Qed, that may juſtify her 
in her Glory, as nothing 
was omitted that could de- 
fend her in her Troubles; 
And therefore, we ſhould 
contribute the utmoſt of 
our Endeavours, to make 
all her Members fincere 
and ſtedfaſt in her Intereſt, 
upon the Principles of 
Reaſon and Conviction, as 
well as upon thoſe of Secu- 
lar Profit and Advantage. 


, C 
» 
X 


the, Dedi Ca Zo on. 


Mr 13 =” 
TheCauſe I have eſpou- 


fed, and which I am veri- 


ly perſuaded, is the Cauſe 


T . of Truth and Religion, I 


am at all Times Prepared 


to Defend, fo far as may 


promote thoſe Great Ends 
have propoſed to my ſelf 
in all my Writings, the 
Increaſe of Religion, and 


Intereſt of the Church of 


England. To that Church 
and toTour Grace, its Great 


Ornament and Glory, 1 


freely Submit all my En- 


quiries after Truth. Let 
others call this Implicit 
Faith, a Tame, Slaviſh 


ous 


The Dedication, XI 
and Unmanl yReſignation: 
whilſt 1 ſhall continue to 
— in that Conduct, ſo 
as à Juſt Diffidence 
Diſtruſt of my own 
Abilities, and a Reaſonable 
Submiſſion to Authority, 
ſhall be accounted either 
Moral or Chriſtian Ver= 
tues. 

Accept then, My Lonp! | 
all that I can truly Boaſt 
of, which is a Sincere In- 
tention to do Good. For 

the reſt, I am in Tour 
_ Graces Conſummate and 
Incorrupt Judgment ; To 
whom I wiſh Increaſe of 
Years and of Honour: for 
the Sake of our moſt Un- 
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Kii The Dedibarion.. 


defiled Church and moſt 


Holy Religion, and for the 


Sake of all thoſe, who, 
for theſe Publick Reaſons, 
have Tour Graces Welfare 


and Happineſs at Heart ; 
Among whom, He always 
— to be Reckoned 


with the moſt Zealous, ; 
Who is, 


Mr Lozp, 


Wich the utmoſt Duty and Affection, 


Your Grace's moſt Obedient, 
and * ſincerely Devoted, 


Humble Servant, . 


TIMOTHY. 
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THE 


PREFACE 


g HE following Eſſay was written 


purely to promote Truth, and to ſet 
the more Unt binking and Bigotted Sort of 
Enemies to the Church, Right in their Appre- 
benſions of that firſt Principle, TheAuthority 
of Private Judgment, pon which their own 


Diſſſention from the Publick, and that of their 
Teachers and Rabbies, is founded. TI am 


ſure, tho the Reader may find Good Rea- 


ſon to Undervalue the Performance, He can 


| have None to Diſlike the Undertaking : 
Which is no leſs, than an Attempt to Sub- 
vert and Overthrow the very Foundation of 
all Primitive and Modern Schiſms and 
Hereſies. The Condemned Book of Rights, 


with Whatever has been written in its 


Defence, The Works of Lock, Hobbs, Spi- 


noza, Le Clerc, Bayle, Milton, Toland, 


Clendon, and all the Profeſſed Free- 
=o Thinkers, 
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The PREFACE. 


| Thinkers, are full of this Unlimited Power 
of Private Judgment; It being their — 


Adventure, to Play his Principle again 
the Tudgment and Authority of the 5 
If therefore we remove This, — is their 
Great Support and Dependance, every Pri- 


vate Judge muſt Condenm them as well as 


the Publick Nay, if they are true to what 

they profeſs under the Title of Impartial 

Enquirers, they muſt Condemn themſelves. 
Had they Treated Private Judgment, 


only as an „ene for Truth, a Fellow- 
Labourer with the Church in the Cauſe of 


Religion : the Controverſy had long ſmce 
been Ended ; But when they ſet it up as 
the Sole Abſolute Arbitrary, and Uncon- 


| zrollable Umpire, be only Rule, and laſt 


Reſor in Matters of Religion : and under 
that Shelter Bully the Church and its Coun- 
cils, as a Subordinate Power at beſt, whoſe 
Decrees are to be Subject to Private Judg- 
ment: Then it race abſolutely neceſſary 


to ſet this Matter in a True Light, and | 


to Undeceive thoſe, who may probably be 


Seduced by this Liberty of Thinking: 
which like that of Acting, has been works 


70 by the Artifices and falſe Rhetorick , 


Deſening Men, into a Pere Charm and 
Deliiſion. | 


The Learned Mr. Leſly, whoſe Wri- 
tings againſt the Deiſts can never be Read 


Arguments are made Objections in my Se- 


* 4 
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The PREFACE. 


700 often, or too much Commended,” has an- 


nexed to His Demonſtration of Chriſtia- 
nity, 2 ſhort Diſſertation on Private Judg- 
ment : In which he ſeems rather to Sam 
the Queſtion, and to Set out the Opinions 
on both Sides, than to undertake any full 


Deciſion of the Controverſy. I muſt own, 


where he does make the two Competitors 


meet, he does, at leaſt in my humble Opi- 


nion, give the Advantage to Private Judg- 
ment; For which Reaſon, ſeveral of bis 


cond Chapter. I cannot think ſo great a 


Man a willfully do any thing that 


may leſſen the Juſt Authority of the Church: 


and I Queſtion not, but whenever he comes 


2 Explain himſelf, he will give us intire 


Satisfaction upon that Article, 


_ When - reflect on my ſelf, as a Private 
Judge only e and _ in that Capacity, ſo 


very Mean aud Inconſiderable : I ſhall al- 


ways be ready to weigh every Thing, which 
any other Private Fudge ſhall offer upon 


this Subject, with all that Impartial At- 


rention which fo Important a Princi ” 
deſerves, That Love of Truth, whic 


profeſs, will make me a Friend to —_ 


one, who lends any the leaſt Aſſiſtance 


towards a Diſcovery. | 
I abominate the Ridiculous Toil of Wri- 
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xvi The PRETAck. | 
for the Lofs of that Glory, which is gatten 
y Handſomely retracting and therefore 
fball always believe, that the Shame of be- 
ing in the wrong, is fully made up by the 
Advantage of attaining Truth, at ſo ſmall 
an Expence. . N 


- 


AN 


| 2 5 
ESSAY, 
| ON THE : 
Nan ExTENT, and 
AUTHORITY 

O F 


Priv. vate i Judgment, &e: 


: „„ 
INTRODUCTION. 


Hilft the Jewiſh Church laſted, 
there was not a Prophet came 
from God to that People, but 
was obliged to produce his Cre- 
beech from Heaven: to prove himſelf di- 
_ vinely inſpired, and by ſome undoubted Mi- 
 racle convince thoſe he was ſent to, of his 
Miſhon and Authority: Thoſe we call the 


. Prophets were commiſſion' d in this 
= manner : 


S 
N 
A 
4 
4 
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An Es sAV on Introduct. 
manner: and yet the Embaſſy and Errand 
on which they were uſually diſpatched, 
was only to foretel ſome memorable Judg- 
ment that would certainly befal that People, 
or ſome ove of their Tribes: which it was 
poſſible for a Rabbi to have foreſeen, from 


the Natural Conſequences of National Vice 


and Degeneracy: Or to explain the. Dark 
Types of the Law, and prepare the Jews for 
the Coming of the Meſiab, which perhaps 


was as clearly diſcovered, if they would 


have attended to it, in the Writings of David, 
as in thoſe of Feremiab or Iſaiah. Such was 
the Care of the Almighty, that he would not 
make theſe Little Alterations, which in fact 
were rather Additions or Explanations than 


| Alterations, to his own Law, without a 


Divine Commiſſion for that Purpoſe ; But 
ſince the Goſpel was revealed, tho' this 1s the 


Laſt Great Diſcovery of the Will of God 


that Mankind 1s to Expect, and we are to 
Reject even an Angel from Heaven, that 
{ſhall bring us any other Doctrine than what 
the Goſpel contains: Let We have among us 
a New Sect, who pretend to all the Autho- 
rity of Prophets, without the Commiſſion; 
Who do not fo much as plead any Divine 


Power to Explain or Alter the Chriſtian Sy- 


ſtem, bu: have tryed wholly to overthrow 
and ſubvert it, upon a Principle purely Hu- 
man, The Authority of Private Reaſon and 
Judgment. They ſeem, by this Attempt, to 
be worſe than the worſt of thoſe Enemies 
to Chriſtianity, who were reſerved for the 
Laft Curſe to Mankind, and were therefore 
to Come in the Laſt and moſt Degenerate 

| | | Age: 


2 


Introduct. PRIVATE JUDGMENT. 


Age: For theſe were to Back their Preten- 
ſions with Signs and Mighty Wonders, ſuch 
as ſhould almoſt Deceive the Elect; whereas 
Our Modern Scoffers pretend not even to 
the Shadow or Appearance of a Miracle, but 
daringly preſume to advance the Reaſon, 
which in other Terms is the Weakneſs of 
Mere Man, againſt the Wiſdom and Reve- 


lation of God. The Grand Fallacy upon 


Which they ground all their New Lights 
and Diſcoveries, is this: They contend, that 
Human Reaſon being Implanted in us by 
God, is ſo far a Divine Principle, and there- 
fore is of Divine Authority: But if this Rea- 
ſon, thus implanted by God, were corrupted 
and debaſed by Man the Proprietor, ſhall. 
not God be allowed to reſtore it to its Loſt 
Purity, to give it New Inſtructions, and to 
Reveal ſuch Truths to the World, as ſerve 
only to raiſe the Dignity and Happineſs of 
Mankind ? And ſhall the Old Natural, that 
is, the Debaſed Reaſon of Man, be ever 
brought in Competition with the New , 
Pure, and Revealed Reaſon of God? How - 
ever from this Source of Corrupt Reaſon, 
Muddy and Turbulent as it 1s, all thoſe 
many Feuds, that from the Days of our Sa- 
viour down to this time, have Vex'd, and 
Rent, and Crumbled the Church of Chriſt to 
pieces, Exerciſed. Her Patience and Vigi- 
lance, and Kept her Militant and in a State 
of Tryal, have ariſen. It is thought Un- 
_ charitable to ſay even of Hereſy, or Schiſm, 

that they are Spawned and Engendred from 
Contention, Vain-glory, Pride, Conceit, En- 

vy, or any other Diabolical and Malevolent 
| %%% Þ Origin: 


A Es sar on Introduct. 
Origin: but Private Judgment and Reaſon, 


is the avowed and beſt Principle, that He- 


reticks themſelves can plead: this they Con- 


feſs and Juſtify, and uſually ſpeak of their 


Faith in this Style, that if it be their Error, 
yet it is their Judgment. In examining this 
Principle therefore, We attack the Strongeſt 
Forces of theſe Enemies to the Church; This 


is what they Chiefly Boaſt of, Their Forlorn 


Hope, and Laſt Relyance. In Truth, Hereſy 
and Private Fudgment are in many Caſes one 
and the fame Thing ; what were the Here- 


ſies of old, at their firſt appearance in the 


World, but the Private Judgment of Euty- 
ches, Arius, or Macedonius? 80. is every o- 
ther Error, till it grows into a Sect, and can 
make a Party. There's not a Novel Writer 
comes out, but he pleads Reaſon, that is, hig 


own, againſt the Fudgment of all Mankind. 
But never was this Principle carried higher 
than of late; Hereſtes have been vented, and 


Errors maintained, upon no other Grounds, 
but only Appealing to the Common Senſe of 
Mankind, even in Matters that were held 
in Defiance of that very Senſe of Mankind, 
to which the Appeal was made. Private 

Judgments have been made Publick, in di- 
rect Confutation of themſelves : and Free- 
thinking has appeared in Print, to induce 

Mankind to think as the Authors themſelves 
did, tho' that was the very Principle they 


deſigned to overthrow. Mien are called a] — 
or 


on to Judge, and Believe, and Reaſon 
themſelves, and to ſhake oft the Tyranny 
of Creeds and Articles, and the Yokes that 


_ Synods and Councils have put upon their 


Under- 


Introduct. PRIVATE JUDGMENT. 


Underſtanding Humility of Mind, Diffi- 
dence in our ſelves, and Diſtruſt of our own 
Wiſdom, have been excluded the Society of 
the Vertues, and expoſed as Mean, Unnatu- 
ral Imperfections, Derogatory of the Juſt 
Value of Mankind, Slaviſh Unreaſonable 
Principles, and Promoters of Ignorance and 
__ Superſtition. The Church, in the moſt Mo- 
deſt and Favourable Accounts, has been re- 
preſented as a Society no otherwiſe at Union 
in its ſelf, than by the Voluntary Agreement 
of the ſeveral Private Judges that are its 
Members; The Power of Dictating and Di- 
recting is Wholly taken from her; ſhe is on- 
ly to Argue and Perſuade, and 1s no other- 
wiſe deſcribed, than barely as a Repoſitory 
of Holy Records, a Witneſs of Chriſtian 
Truths, but no Fudge, no Body Politick, that 
has either an Executive or Legiſlative Power 
belonging to it. Councils and Eccleſiaſtical 
Aſſemblies, and the Clergy of whom they 
are Compoſed, have been regarded only 
as Mere Creatures of the State, that ſerve 
to ſecure a Political Union, to preſerve, not 
the Church of God, but the Religion of the 
Magiſtrate, to- prevent Feuds, and keep a 
ſort of an Eccleſiaſtical Peace, to take Care 
of Externals only, not to bind the Inward 
Man, or to decide Caſes of Conſcience. Pri- 
vate Judgment is the Mighty Topick, that 
has given Countenance to all theſe Extraor- 
dinary Novelties in Controverſy; This is ſet 


up as the Main Standard of Faith, the ſole 


Director of a Religious Life, the Supreme 
Judge in all Ecclefiaſtical Debates, the Per- 
fection of Conſcience, ſuperior to all Laws of 
: 'B 3 Church- 


An Es sAx on Inroduct. 
Church- Government, unaccountable to any 
Earthly Powers, above the Reſtraints of 
National Eſtabliſhments, ſubject only to it 
ſelf, and yet its own Sovereign. I appeal 
to all, who are converſant in the Writings 
of thoſe Authors, who under the Pretended 
| Zeal of freeing Mankind from Spiritual Ty- 
ranny and Slavery, have drawn their Pens 
againſt the Church and Clergy : Whither the 
Leading Principle in their Works, be not 
this Great Authority of Private Judgment, 
that every one is at Liberty to think and 
determine for himſelf in all Matters relating 
to Religion; and indeed without this, the 

Oppoſition they give the Church, muſt of 

it ſelf fall to the Ground, becauſe the Pub- 
lick Judgment, if it had any Authority ſu- 
perior to Private, Would ſoon ſuperſede it. 
For theſe Reaſons therefore, I thought it no 
improper Taſk at this Juncture, to examine 
this Principle by it ſelf: What it is in Reali- 
ty, how far its Authority and Power over 
the Actions of Men extend: What Abuſes 
and Exceſſes it is liable to, and how and by 


What Methods it has been corrupted and mif- 


apply'd, to the great Detriment of Reli- 
gion, the Danger of the Church, and the 
Hazard of Mens Eternal Salvation. I 
have often wiſh'd for full Satisfaction on 
this Subject, and often expected it from abler 
Pens; My utmoſt Ambition is to Lead the 
Way, and Point out the Undertaking, and 
thereby Provoke ſome more ſkilful Hand to 
finiſh it. But ſince it has been the Darling 
of the Lay-Writers againſt the Church, I 
the rather yentured, that I might make ſome 

ne | „„ one? 
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Atonement for my Brethren, and endeavour 
to ſatisfy them, How far Private Judgment, 
ſtript of all Paſſions, Intereſts, and Prejudi- 
ces, might freely declare againſt it ſelf; And 
ſince every thing I ſhall ſay will be only 


my own Private Judgment, and for that ve- 


ry Reaſon of no great Authority even by my 


own Confeſſion, therefore I freely ſubmit it 


. to thoſe, whom God and a good Queen have 


| ſet over me; in whoſe Determinations I ſhall 


always readily acquieſce, as well as in the Su- 
perior Reaſons of thoſe, who ſhall either Join 


with me, or Write againſt me on this Sub- 


ject: which I ſhould be glad to ſee Exhauſt- 


ed, or at leaſt more fully Diſcuſs'd than 
hitherto it has been, becauſe I am very well 
fatisfied, nothing would contribute more to 


the Quieting the Minds of Men, amidft the 
great Licence and Increaſe of Wrangle, and 
to the Eſtabliſhing the Juſt Authority of the 
Church, over the Conſciences, as well as Acti- 
ons, of all her Members. | 


u A p. I. 


Ho far Some Writers have advanced the 


Authority of Private Judgment. The 
Danger of ſuch an Attempt, and the Ab- 
ſurdities that ariſe from it. 


I LT Hoever attacks the Church upon | 
any one Fundamental Article, 


* and pleads the Authority of Pri- 
date Judgment for ſuch an Attempt, may 
Fr | B 4 with 
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An Es8av on Chap. I. 
with the ſame Reaſon plead the fame Autho- 
rity againft all Church Power in General; 
for granting, that the Church has equal Evi- 
dence for all her Fundamentals, ſhe can have 
no more Authority to eſtabliſh one'than an- 
other ; And yet this is the Conſtant Plea of 
all thoſe Writers, who think themſelves com- 
miſſioned by their own Reaſon, to begin ſuch 
a Controverſy ; And therefore they are in 
this Reſpect, in the very ſame Cauſe with 
thoſe, who have written againſt the Power 
of the Church, and Authority of the Clergy 
at large, and are obliged to ſupport them- 

ſelves with this Principle in its utmoſt Fx- 
tent. Theſe Men indeed ſpeak pretty plain 
when they tell us, That we are Obliged to 
Fudge for our ſelves : for they give us not 
one Exception to that Rule ; and they argue 
very right: for if in any one Caſe it be. Im- 
plicit Faith to let others Judge for us, how 
is it poſſible there ſhould be an Exception? 
Accordingly they explain themſelves, When 
they tell us, that others can only perſuade, 
but ought not to Command our Aſſent, and 
that ſuch a Practice is Contrary to Nature, 
Which therefore no Revelation can Juſtify. 
If no Man, as they further urge, 7s zo be pu- 
' miſbed for his Opinions, why ſhould any Man 
be reſtrain'd in them? Or how can there be 
any Reſtraint, Where there is no Power to 
Enforce? Whence it is very plain, that they 
extend the Authority of Private Judgment 
to all Religious Caſes whatever, and place it 
above all Manner of Coercive 3 b 
So that when it Impartially and Indepen- 
dently purſues its own Dictates, 1 
88 "a 
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follow'd by agreeable Actions, it is juſtifia- 


ble before God. Now take Private Judg- 
ment in this Senſe and Latitude, and I ſhall 
ſhew, that it produces a thouſand abſurd 
and dangerous Conſequences, ſuch as Rational 
Men can never admit, and yet ſuch as Natu- 
rally ariſe from this ſuppoſed. Principle, by 
very eaſy and unforc'd Deductions. To 
Judge in Matters of Religion, comprehends, 
as I take it in the utmoſt Latitude, thus 
much; It implies a Power to determine not 
only what Law a Man ſhall walk by, but 

alſo what is the Meaning of every Part and 
Article of that Law, with the Neceility 
and. Obligation to Obedience, and the Ap- 

plication of the Rule to the Life and Actions 
of the Behever ; So that when we are told, 
That every Man is to Fudge for Himſelf, Inde- 
pendent of all the Powers upon Earth, the 
Meaning of that is, that every Man, by his 
own Private Reaſon, is to Chuſe of what Re- 
iigion he will be, and in what Senſe he will 
take any one Article of that Religion : What 
Sins he will think Venial, and what Mortal, 
and in what manner he will decide all Caſes 


Within his own Conſcience. Suppoſing then 


| ſuch an Authority as this belonging to Pri- 


vate Judgment, let us ſee what Conſequen- 


| ces follow thereupon. 
Should Private Judgment be advanced to 


this Height, it is impoſſible there could be 


any ſuch Crimes in the Church as, Hereſy and 
 Schiſm. Who can be to blame for dividing 
Chriſt's Body, who is under no Obligation to 
agree with any one but himſelf? The more 
{iogular a Man is in his Opinion, provided 
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An Es8av on Chap. I. 
it be his Real Opinion, the more remarka- 
bly he aſſerts the Rights of Nature; for, if 
Private Judgment be the only Standard of 


Religion, the more Private any one's Judg- 


ment is, the more Religious and Sacred. 
There have been Hereticks, who have ad- 
vanced and maintained Principles to the ap- 
parent Prejudice of their Fortunes, and Dan- 


ger of their Perſons, have endured a Courſe 
of Sufferings, and paſſed through Tortures 


and Flames to Witneſs that their Faith Was 


real: and can this be Hereſy ? Is it not ra- 


ther dying Martyrs for the Sake of their 


Private Fudement , Which to them 1s the on- 
ly true Religion? Our Saviour, therefore, 


and his Apoſtles, and the Church in all Ages, 
have been in the wrong, becauſe they made 
the only true Chriſtian Principle a Crime, and 


pronounced Judgments and Penalties againſt 


it. | | 

Let this Notion prevail, and the very Be- 
ing of the Church ceaſes, and its Unity is 
diſſolved. What can be more Impious, than 
to make Laws, and erect a Policy, for the 


- reconciling all Mankind under one Faith and 
one Diſcipline, when we are obliged to chuſe 


each his own Doctrines and Principles, if we 
Would be good Chriſtians ? Societies cannot 
ſubſiſt without Publick Laws, Judgments, 
and Determinations : and what can be more 
oppoſite to Private Fudgment than Publick ? 
So that Publick Fudgments muſt deſtroy Reli- 
gion. It is true, a Number of Private Per- 
ſons may unite : becauſe by comparing one 
another's Opinions, they may find them ex- 


actly the ſame; but ſuch an Union is purely 


acci- 
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Chap. I. PRIVATE JUDGMENT. 11 
accidental: Chance may bring it about, and 
it may ceaſe the next Moment: but for God 
or Man to eſtabliſh it, or fix it by Rules and 
Articles, is a Violation of the firſt Principles 
of Nature. Y | | 
The Law of Moſes did undoubtedly appoint 
Judges in Religion, who were to direct the 
People in Spiritual Affairs, and to decide Mat- 
ters of Conſcience; Now how unreaſonable 
was this, if Private Fudgment Were of an 
Indiſpenſible Obligation by the Law of Na- 
ture, and the firſt Principle of Religion im- 
Planted in us, which no Revelation could o- 
verthrow ? How came God thus to contra- 
dict Himſelf, by making a Temporal Law 
ſuperſede an Eternal? Was not the Judgment 
of Urim againſt the Law of Nature? And 
p did not Corab, by this Rule, die a Martyr in 
7 aſſerting the Rights of Mankind? 
The Moral Lam can never laſt or remain 
: obligatory, if Private Judgment be the ut- 
moſt Standard of Conſcience and Religion. 
: How many Hiſtories inform us of Nations 
and Countries, that practiſe ſuch Abomina- 
tions, as no Civilized People can hear with- 
out Indignation, and believe theſe to be 
Vertuous and Honourable ; Even with us, 
there is ſcarce a Vice, but ſome Libertine or 
other has calmly given Reaſons for it, and 
juſtified it upon the Principles of Nature; 
Now if a Private Fudgment of this ſort can 
be right and juſtifiable, what is Vertue when 
Eſtabliſned into a Syſtem ? It may be the 
Private Opinion of Ariftotle, or Seneca, or 
Crellius and ſo is Vice the Private Opinion 
of Epicurus, Ariſtophanes, or Vaninus : 2 
E . | ; £2 + 
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becauſe Private Opinion is Truth and Reli- 


gion, therefore Vice, by this Argument, 1s as 
much a Moral Duty as Vertue. It is very 
true, that the Writers for Private Fudement 
do empower the Magiſtrate to puniſh Vice 
and reward Vertue, as they are diſtinguiſh'd 
and ſet out by the Moraliſts: but all the Rea- 
ſon they give for this, 1s the Good of Socie- 
ties, which onght to be under ſome Regula- 
tion, for the Sake of Political Unity ; Now 
this is a purely Political End, and the vici- 
ous Perſon is notwith{tanding this, in his own 
Conſcience, juſtified by this Syſtem, provided 
his Vice continue to be his Private Judg- 


ment and Principle; Whence they, Who in 
an European Magiſtrate commend the puniſn- 
ing of Vice, muſt in an Indian or African 
Magiſtrate, equally juſtify the puniſhing of 
thoſe, Who axe guilty of not following the 


Vices of Luſt, or Murder, Which in effect 


are the Vertues of that Country and Cli- 


mate. f : 
The Power of Private Fudgment multi- 
plies Religions in the World, and makes 
them Numberleſs and Infinite. Every Man's 
Judgment is every Man's Religion, which 
muſt make as many Religions as Men ; And 
where any two or more agree together, that 


very Compact deſtroys the Rights of Nature. 


Such a Syſtem as this will make the World 
an Intellectual Chaos, and bring the State of 


Religion, to what ſome Men would have the 
State of Nature to be, a State of Eternal 


War and Confuſion. I cannot ſee by this 


Argument, how any Number of Perſons can 
ever unite together, on a Religious Account, 


wWith- 
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Chap. I. PRIVATE JupMMN Tr. 
without Invading one of the Incommunica- 
ble Attributes of God, his Omniſcience: for 


Who knows the things of a Man fave the 
Spirit of a Man that is in him? And yet 


this Spirit of a Man, Which is his Private 


Judgment, is the Whole and Subſtance of his 
Religion : and without knowing that, how 


can I agree with him in the fame Doctrines 


and Worſhip ? - | 


The Laws of Man are equally in Danger 
by this Hypotheſis. Theſe indeed do not 


Immediately affect the Conſcience : But yet 
the Divine Law having ſuper-added a San- 


ction to them, and they being founded in 
the General Everlaſting Laws of Nature, 


Equity, and Juſtice, the Obligations ariſing 
thence, do certainly affect the Mind as well 


as the outward Actions. Take away Con- 


- feience, and Men will be ſubje& to Laws 
no longer, than whilſt they can be ſafe from 
the Penalty, or can break them without be- 
ing diſcovered. Now ſince Laws do thus 
far affect the Conſcience, the Power of Pri- 
vate Judgment mult certainly vacate all Ob- 
ligations to them on this Account; for how 
can Man ſtint what God has left to the Free 


Choice of every Man ? Who ſhall preſume 


to determine for another, what is Right and 
Fuſt, when Private Judgment is to every in- 


dividual Subject, the only Standard of Obe - 


dience for Conſcience ſake? It is very True 
and very Reaſonable, that Human Laws 
may forbid me to do any Thing which may 


Injure another, and I may Juſtly be pu- 
niſhed for Doing it; but this binds not my 


Conſcience ; and if I think what I do is — 
a 
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and Right, I am obliged to do it again, tho“ ; 


it does injure another, and tho* I am again 
puniſhed for it: For I am at all times obli- 
ged to do that, which is Juſt and Right, and 
what can be Juſt and Right by this Rule, 
but what is fo in my own Private Fudg- 
went e And 5 TRE 

If this be the Conſequence of admitting 


this Syſtem, with Regard to all Human 
Laws in General, it is yet worſe with Re- 


ſpect to thoſe Particular Laws, which every 
State has thought fit to make, for the Eſta- 
bliſhing and Securing what is uſually cal- 
led, the Religion of the Country, or, the Church 
as by Law Eſtabliſhed ; If Private Fudpment 
be the only Rule, theſe muſt Infallibly fink 
and be annulled. Publick Judgments, Creeds, 
and Articles, take away the Liberty of Pri- 
vate Fudgment, Which is the ſame as to abo- 


liſh Religion. To affix Profits and Prefer- 


ments to any one Set of Notions, and Pe- 


nalties to thoſe that are directly contrary, is 


ſuch an Invaſion upon the Rights of Nature, 
as amounts to no leſs than Bribing a Man out 
his Faith, or frighting him from it by Legal 
Tyranny and Oppreſſion. If Private Perſons 
are the ſole Judges of Religion, Publick 


Judges muſt be Tyrants and Uſurpers. 


As this Syſtem deſtroys all Laws Sacred 
and Secular, ſo it makes all Engagements 
among Men for the Propagation of Religion, 
the Increaſe of the Goſpel, or the Reforma- 
tion of any one Church and People, to be 


impious Deſigns and Cabals, for the ſubver- 


ting of Chriſtianity. For if Religion con- 


ther, 


* 


Chap. I. PRIVATE JUDGMENT. 
ther, or to try to alter his Opinion, is the 
greateſt Wrong one can do him; for what 


2 Man knows already, by this Rule, is 
Truth; He that Iucreaſetb Knowledge, In- 


creaſeth Sorrow, is true in this Caſe, and 


takes in all that Sorrow that ariſes from the 


Hazard of a Man's Everlaſting Salvation : 
For whoever teaches another cannot make 
him wiſer by this Syſtem, at leaſt not wiſer 
to Salvation; He may increaſe his Scruples, 


or add to his Diſtruſt, which upon a Suppo- 
ſition, that Private Fudement is the Only 


Rule, can be the Only State of Damnation 
that Man is liable to; whereas if he would 
leave him to Himſelf , what he knew be- 


fore any one undertook to inſtruct him, Was 


his Faith, and therefore muſt be True, and 


would have ſaved him before God, tho* with 


others perhaps, it was all Ignorance and Ab- 
ſurdity. The only true way to propagate 
the Goſpel by this Rule, is to Preach againſt 


all manner of Propagation, and bid Men li- 


ſten only to themſelves, for they alone are 


to Judge for themſelves. Heaven it ſelf is 


bound by the Decrees they paſs in their own 


Breaſts, and how then ſhall any Man, or 


anv Body of Men preſume to Reverſe them? 


Who can ſay to me, Reform! without be- 
ing anſwered by the ſame Queſtion ? - Or 


how can any one ſay, I will Propagate ſuch 
or ſuch a. Doftrine : I will Teach it you, if 


you will Learn: Every one who does but 
Think, is Reformed and Learned enough; 
For whatever his Thoughts are when I Judge 
of them, yet with him, becauſe they are his 


Private © 
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An E88av on Chap. I. 


Private Fudgment, they are the Whole of 


Religion. | . 4 
By the very ſame Argument, The Chriſtian 


Miniſtry and Prieſtbood, Which are apparent- 
ly of Divine Inſtitution, are entirely aboli- 


ſhed, as prejudicial to Chriſtianity, and even 
at beſt uſeleſs and unneceſſary. If every 


Man's Private Judgment, by whatever way 


it is informed, whether by Nature, Study, 
or Converſation, has a ſufficient Stock of 
Knowledge to ſave that Soul in which it 


_ reſides, what Neceſſity is there of an Inſtru- 
ctor or a Guide? Suppoſe his Office were 


only to 5 + Yet what Reaſon has any 
Man to be perſuaded of any New Doctrines, 


when the Old ones, fo long as they continue 


to be a Man's real Private Judgment, are ſuf- 
ficient to ſave him? It is certainly a very 
high Crime to depend on others for more 
Knowledge, when our own, though leſs, is 


all we can with Safety rely on. It is true, 


when we concur in Opinion with others, 
we make their Knowledge our own ; But 
how many Perplexities are we ſubject to, 


before We. can be convinced? And why we 


ſhould be perplexed, when our former No- 
tions, whilſt they continued with us, would 
produce the ſame good Ends, and entitle us 
to the ſame Reward that Demonſtration, or 
even ſupernatural Wiſdom, could give to a 
Saint or an Apoſtie, 1s ſtrangely unaccounta- 


ble. The great Deſign of Preaching, is to 


Inform : But how can there be any Informa- 
tion, where there is no Ignorance ? And how 
can there be any Ignorance, where every 


one, in his own Private Judgement, knows as 


much 


Chap. I. Private JUDGMENT. 
much as is for his Salvation? The Chief and 
perhaps only Fault upon this Hypotheſis , 
which can endanger a Man's eternal Happi- 
neſs, is Inſincerity with himſelf, which can 
never be taught by any Art of Reaſon or 
Eloquence; Now ſince Sincerity may very 
very well conſiſt with want of Knowledge, 
want of Knowledge can be no Sin: And 
therefore. Preaching,which is the Remedy for 
want of Knowledge, can never be neceſlary. 
 InCanſequence to the very ſame Principle, 
Baptiſm , the initiatory Sacrament of the 
Chriftian Church, muſt not only fall to the 
Ground, but appear to be a very dangerous 
Invention, highly deſtructive to the Souls of 
Men. To pre-erigage Infants, who have no 
Private Judgment, at leaſt are not yet arri- 
ved at the uſe of it, in Religion, which 
wholly depends upon Private Judgment, is 
2 furious Inconſiſtency; and it is equally un- 
accountable, to oblige others to engage for 
the Perſon to be baptized , that when he 
comes to the uſe of his Judgment, he ſhall 
think exactly as they do, when all his Duty 
is to think for himfelf. If Private Judgment 
be the whole of Religion, where there is no 
Private Fudgment, as there can be none in 
Baptized Intants, there can be no Religion. 
Men, whoſe Intereſt it is to have an Union, 
may invent ſuch Methods as this, to engage 
others in it, upon a Political Account: But 
what is Policy to the Effence of a Sacrament ? 
It is pothble, when the Child grows up, he 
may believe what his Proxies engaged for 
him: But he may not, and he muſt not, 
unleſs they are his —_ Judgment, _ 
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fore it was wicked and tyrannical, to pre- 
engage him; The Engagement was uſeleſs, 
becauſe it may ſo eaſily be diſſolved: And 
if he does believe thoſe Articles his Proxies 
promiſed he ſhould, yet ſince he believes 
them becauſe they are his Private Judgment, 
and not becauſe they were a Set of Notions 
annex dito a Sacrament, therefore it follows, 
that the Sacrament in it ſelf was vain and 


inſignificant. | 


Let it be once granted, that Private Judg- 
ment is the only Rule in Matters of Religion, 
and this Will make Ignorance more valuable, 
upon a Religious Account, than Knowledge. 
The leſs a Man knows, provided he be ſin- 
cere, and act according to his Knowledge, the 


more happy he is; for the greateſt Store of 


Wiſdom can but only make a Private Fudg- 
ment, Which in both Caſes is a Title to Hea- 


ven: And Who had not rather purchaſe Sal- 


vation With the Knowledge and Practice 
only of two Duties, than with the Know- 
ledge and Practice of Two thouſand ? If the 
Private Fudgment of a Hautmatot or a Formo- 
ſan, can procure him the ſame Happineſs as 
the Private Judgment of a Pœarſon or a Stil- 


_ lingfieer, tho never ſo much further exten- 
ded, who would not rather be born at the 


Cape of Good Hope, than in any the politeſt 
Cities of Europe? Nay, I think it worth a 
Man's while, on this Hypotheſis, to run to 
Deſarts, and live Savage among Brutes: For 
even there his natural Fi vate Judgment would 
fave him; and how could he fail of that Sal- 
vation which the greateſt Philoſophers ſo of- 
ten hazard, if his Private Judgment by 1 

| 1Crt 
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ſort of Life were brought very near to In- 
ftin4, which it would be almoſt impoſſible 
for him not to live up to? Even a Senſual 
Religion, if it were a Man's Private Fude- 
ment, muſt ſave him: And it would be equal- 
ly difficult for him to fall ſhort of ſuch a Reli- 
gion, which therefore would be much more 


preferable, than a Spiritual Religion, Where 
is the heighth of Knowledge, but in Which 
its Profeſſors are every Day in Danger of 


19 


Damnation. In this Caſe, it is every one's 


Duty to endeavour at the profoundeſt Igno- 
rance imaginable, for in that is the leaſt 


Hazard. If we do but Conceive, we mult 
Judge: And tho' we do not judge right in 


any one thing, yet ſo long as we have any 


Judgment at all, that will ſave us, becauſe 


it is Truth and Religion. Indeed, in this 


Way of arguing, there is properly ſpeaking, 
no ſuch thing as Ignorance: For in Matters 
of Religion, he only is ignorant, who does 
not know what to believe and practiſe, but 


every Man who knows or thinks, and he 


muſt think if he exiſts, knows enough to fave 
him, and therefore is not ignorant: For what- 
ever he does know is his Private Judgment, 


_ which by this Syſtem is Truth and Religion. 


But this is not all; | a 
For if this Authority be allowed to Pri- 


vate Judgment, I cannot fee how even Chri- 


ſtianity and the Goſpel can be ſuppoſed to be 
a divine Inſtitution, or to oblige and bind 
Mankind: For private Judgment ſuppoſes no 


Rule, fince in the Latitude in which it is 


taken, it leaves every Man his choice what 


Religion he Will be of, and theretore puts 


C43: Chriſtia- 


I R ay — 


— 1 — — . 3 
Bo ad aw F 5 ; : 5 
2 COUT In"? ey 
3 — — — — (0. care 
4 8 * 8 


OST: Aon LE IE Inn 0 =o 


inte 


rs 
X $2 oh 


Na 22 


„ 1 
3 


1 3 FFF pay es «& 


4 wt” BO IR * 


1 
30 


3h U 
1 
1 

. 
. 
5 
7 5 

„ 
3 

* 

* . 

. 

1028 


2 — — = 
5 — - "= 1 * — x 
2 — cu 28 * 21 - 2 * 
* — * * N = nds th — . = — 
1ꝛ̃ —— — — — „54 - => — — 
ge = T_T 2 — 2 — — 7 
. * . bp r 3 2 4 - 
. * 
| 
* 


20 


* 


An Ess Ax on Chap. I. 


Chriſtianity upon a level with Paganiſm or 


Mabometiſm. Tt is true, theſe differ in point 
of Evidence, there being not the ſame Proof 
for one as for the other : but every Man, nay 
the generality of Men, are not competent 
Judges of this, neither has all the World 

the ſame Opportunity of knowing this dif- 

ference: and yet by the private Judgment of 
every one, his choice is the true Religion; 
and therefore tis not either becauſe Chriſt or 


Aſahomet inſtituted this or this Faith, but 


becauſe I chuſe it, that it becomes true and 
ſaving: and if each Religion does not de- 
pend upon the Authority of its Founder, this 
puts them both upon the level. Now, if e- 
ver ſince Chriſtianity has been revealed, they 
who are Heathens in their private Fudg- 
ment, as the better part of Mankind are ſup- 
poſed to be, have lived up to their Princt- 
ples; then ſince private Fudement is the 
whole of Religion, Heatheniſm to them muft 
be as much the true Religion as Chriſtianity is 
tous, and give them as good a Title to Salva- 
tion ; And then certainly, Heatheniſm, in the 
Private Fudgment of its Profeſſors, was the true 
Religion before Chriſtianity appeared, and if 


Heatheniſin was the true Religion before 


Chriftianity appeared, then wherefore did 
the Son of God die? Not to fave Mankind; For 
a true Religion, as Heathenifm is ſuppoſed 
to be upon this Syſtem, Would have ſaved 
Mankind without his coming. Indeed if 
Chriſtianity had enter'd with ſuch a force 
upon the Minds of Men, as immediately to 
command their allent, there had been an 
end put to all Controverſy : But if Private 
: ES Fudg- 
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Chap. I. PRIVATE JUDGMENT. 
Judgment were the eternal indiſpenſable Law 
of Nature, the Goſpel could not overthrow 


this, for God is the God of Nature, as well 


as the Author of Revelation, and cannot 
__ contradict himſelf: This therefore muſt re- 
main ſtill in force, and if Private Judgment 


could from the Principles of Nature, chuſe 


a Sett ſufficient to make a religious Syſtem, 
Which muſt be valid to the Salvation of its 


Profeſlors, becauſe it was choſen by Private 
Judgment, Then the revealing of Chriſtia- 
nity was certainly an Injury to Mankind, 
becauſe it overthrew that which was a True 
Religion, and eſtabliſhed another which re- 
mained a long time in ſuſpence before it 
became the true Religion, by being admitted 
into Private Judgment: And when it was 


admitted, became much more hard and dif- 


ficult to be obſerved, than many of thoſe 
Religions, which by being the Private Fudg- 
ment of ſo many, were equally true, enti- 
tuled their Profeſſors to the ſame Reward, 
and yet were much more pleaſant and eaſy 
to be obſerved. Let us grant, for the ſake 
of Argument, that Private Judgment does 


ſuppoſe a Rule, and that Chriſtianity is this 


Rule, which no Private Judgment can ſet 
aſide : Yet if Private Judgment be left to ex- 
plain the Chriſtian Syſtem as it pleaſes, and 
this it muſt do if it be the only Guide in 
Religion, There is no Religion, no Sec, not 
even among the Pagans, but in the Opinion 


of ſome one Expoſitor or other, may be col- 

lected and defended out of the Bible, ſo far 
as that ſome one private Judge or other ſhall 
adhere to it, unleſs I Superſtition, 
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Prejudice, and Intereſt, are allowed to make 
an Exception to the Authority of Private 
Judgment; But then who can judge upon 
this Syſtem what is Ignorance, Superſtition, 
Prejudice, or Intereſt in another, who is to 
be ſole judge for himſelf ? And conſequently, 
even by this ſuppoſition, Chriſtianity and 
Paganiſm are all one. Allowing it to be 
true, that every Man's Private Judgment is 
the only Rule of Life, upon whatever Views 
or Stock of Knowledge it proceeds, and that 


with its own Stock it is ſufficient to carry 


a Man to Heaven, I ſee no manner of Ne- 
ceſſity tor a Goſpel; For how can that be 
traer than Truth, which by this Syſtem was 
in the World long before that appeared ? 
Even the Goſpel cannot ſave, unleſs it be- 
comes the Beliver's Private Fudgment as Pa- 


ganiſm was before, which was therefore 


equally Saving, and conſequently the laſt of 
the two is unneceſſary. It is very certain, 
Hypocriſy and Infincerity, or an Incohe- 


rence between Faith and Works, are Vices 


more common and frequent ſince the Propo- 


. gation of Chriſtianity than before: Now 


theſe are the great deadly Sins, as they muſt 
be, if Ignorance is no Sin, and every ones 
Judgment is Truth ; And this is a full Proof, 
that the Revealing of Chriſtianity has been 
to the Prejudice of Mankind. Logick, Me- 
taphyſicks, Geometry, and Grammar, are 
allowed by our Free Thinkers, to bein ſome 
degree neceſſary to the full underitanding of 


Divinity; Now let Private Judgment be the 
only Rule, and Chriſtianity can never re- 


main pure and unaltered; for by a miſtake 
. 2 1 * 533 : - f 58 0 in 


Chap. I. PRIVATE JUDGMENT. 
in either of thoſe Arts and Sciences, which 
iſt in the Knowledge of Divinity, it may 
be confounded with the greateſt Errors and 
Abſurdities, and yet ſuch a Miſtake as this 
is Truth to the Perſon, in whoſe Private 
Fudgment 1t obtains: And this muſt bring 
Chriſtianity to a level with every Syſtem, 
whether New or Old, Right or Wrong, in 
Grammar, Logick, Metaphyſicks, and Geo- 
metry. It is very true, at the firſt opening 
of Chriſtianity, Miracles Were a very ſtrong 


Evidence to convince the Private Fudgments 


of thoſe, Who were Eye Witneſſes to them; 
but they deſcend to us by the Traditions of 
the Church, and upon theſe the Canon of thoſe 
Books, in which they are recorded, depends; 
Now if a Chineſe, a Papiſt, or a Turk, will 
believe the Traditions of his Church and his 
Prieſts, this is his Private Fudgment, and 
therefore muſt be true to him, and muſt 
give the Preference to the Alcoran, before 
the Goſpel. But ſuppoſe Miracles were to 
continue in the Church, and our Prieſts were 


to have a Power of performing Wonders, at 


leaſt before all thoſe, Who ſhould require 
that Proof of Religion; yet every one is 


not a Judge, what really is a Miracle, We 
are told, there are falſe Miracles, ſo very 


ſurprizing, as would almoſt convince the 
Ele4 : And who that reads the Performance 
of the Egyptian Magi, but would have 
thought his Faith in 3 had he been a 
Witneſs to thoſe Wonders, and wanted a 


Moſes to ſhew him greater? Is every Man 
a Judge, what is the Power and Exterit of 


natural Magick? Does the generality of the 
9 („„ 
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24 An Ess AY on Chap. I. 
Vulgar know, how far even the Infernal 
Powers may ſhew themſelves in this way, 
on purpoſe to ſeduce Mankind? Or can they 
tell all the Arts of counterfeiting Miracles? 
Still it is Private Judgment, Which is to de- 
cide in this Caſe; the Private Judgment of 
the ignorant Vulgar may decide in favour 
of a Conjurer and Magician; and yet their 
Private Fudpment is their Truth and their 
Religion, and this muſt make the ſacred O- 
racles the ſame as a Lie, and the Powers of 
Hell in many Caſes to prevail over a divine 
Teſtimony. In ſhort, if this Hypotheſis ob- 
tains, Chriſtianity muſt ceaſe: becauſe there 
can be no ſuch thing as Conviction or Con- 
verſion; For who is convinced or convert- 
ed, but he Who is turned from Error ta 
Truth? And how does it appear, that any 
one is turned from Error to Truth? Only 
from his own Private Judgment; And did not 
the Tame Private Judgment, which tells him 
bis preſent Notions are true, tell him that 
thoſe Which he renounced were fo too, be- 
fore he renounced them? And may not the 
fame Private Judgment make him ' renounce 
theſe, and chuſe others, Which will then be 
true, though now he thinks them falſe? It 
is plain then, that with reſpect to others, he 
may be faid to be converted or convinced, 
but in his own Private Judgment, which is 
the only Rule, he is always in the Right, 
whether with Chriſtianity, or without it, 
and therefore Chriſtianity 1s of no Uſe to 
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Mankind. 
This Syſtem of the Power of Privare 
Judgment mult give us very odd ane” of 
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2 Future State of Bliſs, and the CEconomy 
of Heaven. The Opinion of the Turks, that 
every Sect ſhall meet and go to Heaven to- 
gether, the Mabometans under the Leading 


of Mabomet, the Fews under the Conduct of 


Moſes, and the Chriſtians under the Banner 
of Chriſt, is not more extravagant than this, 
of believing all private Judges, all the World 
over, to be in the Right, and that conſequent- 


ly they ſhall appear at the Laſt Day, and 


receive the ſame Reward together. In this 
mixture, what has the Chriſtian more than 
the Pagan, what the Believer more than the 
Infidel? What the Martyr more than the 
Executioner who murder'd him, or the A- 
poſtle more than the Tyrant who ſentenced 
him to the Flames? How ſtrange a Society 
muſt the Church Triumphant be, when made 
up of all its Enemies, as well as all its true 
Members; when thoſe who fell and thoſe 
Who ſlew in a Perſecution or Maſlacre, ſhall 
receive the ſame Reward of their Zeal 3 and 
even They who crucified our Saviour, be 
commended for that very Action, and par- 
take the ſame Glory with thoſe who were 
his faithful Followers? Hell muft be inha- 
bited only by the Inſincere and Hypocriti- 
cal: and therefore even the Devil, who was 
not gvilty of this Crime, muſt be reſtored 
to his Place in the Celeſtial Hierarchy. Such 
an extravagant Image of Heaven as this, 
muſt make it unpleaſant, and bring to our 


Thoughts the Idea of a Place, where there 
can be no Union, no Harmony, but a ſtate 
of as much Diſorder and Confuſion, as the 
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Valley of Jebaſſpbat. Farther yet, 
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An Ess Ax on Chap. I. 
This Hypotheſis takes away all diſtincti- 
on between Good and Evil, Right and 
Wrong, Truth and Falſhood. For where is 
the Jet, what is the Standard, and by 
what Marks can we know the difference? 
Private Judgement is the only Teſt, Mark, 
and Standard: and Private Judgment ſup- 
poſes no Syſtem of Morality, no Law of 
Equity, no Goſpel, no Body of Divinity, 
for it is to chuſe which it pleaſes: and if 


Private Judgment can contradict Private 


Judgment, and both be right, where is Truth 
and Juitice? Can either of theſe ſubſiſt on 


either ſide of a Contradiction? It is in vain to 


ſay, that Truth and Falſhood are diftinguiſh- 
ed in the Mind of God; for What is that to 
Man, when though he ſhould reveal the 
Difference, yet ſtill it is our Private Judg- 
ment, that is to decide concerning that Diffe- 
rence, and may chuſe either the Affirmative 
or the Negative, and be Right notwith- 
ftanding ? Nay this very Private Fudgment 
which decides, 1s of equal Authority with 
the Revelation about which it is employed; 
for our Reaſon, upon Which this Judgment 


is formed, is from God: and therefore, 


When we make contrary Judgments, each 
is of divine Authority, as well as Revelati- 
on, and each conſequently is True in vertue 
of that Authority; and though God ſees the 
difference, yet we do not: And yet we ſee 
by the Light which he has given us, and 
that Light 1s therefore Truth to us, and muſt 


therefore be ſo to him; and conſequently by 


this Rule, neither in his own Judgment as 


Well as ours, is there any difference between 


Truth 


* 


Chap. I. PRIVATE JupouENr. 


Truth and Falſhood. There are indeed 
Laws made, and Judges appointed, and 
there is no way to preſerve the Political 
Union without them: But as to the inter- 
nal Man, there can be no ſuch thing as 
Right or Wrong, if Private Judgment be the 
only Rule, becauſe two Perſons may both 
mutually agree to do each other Wrong; 
and what they do is Wrong for this Reaſon, 
becauſe it 1s the Private Fudgment of each 
that it is Wrong in the other: and yet it is 
Right too, becauſe each in his own Private 
Judgment approves: his own Action, and 
Private Judgment is Right. By this Rule 
therefore Right and Wrong are all one. 
Should we take Private Fudgment 1n this 
unlimited Senſe, I cannot ſee, why Atheiſm 
it ſelf ſhould not in ſome Caſes be an Eſta- 
bliſned Principle. Indeed the Writers in 
behalf of Privare Judgment, do empower the 
Magiſtrate to puniſh and ſuppreſs Atheiſm : 
But they give this Reaſon for it, becauſe A- 
theiſm deſtroys all Compacts, Which are the 
Foundation of Human Societies, and trees 
Men from all the Obligations they lie under 
towards one another; whence it is plain, they 
argue againſt it only as a Temporal or Poli- 
tical Crime, without any regard to Con- 
ſcience. Now as Private Fudgment ſuppoſes 
no Rule or Form of Religion, bat takes the 
Liberty to chuſe out of every one that is pro- 
2 By the very ſame Argument, it muſt 
ſuppoſe no one Author of any Religion, and 
conſequently muſt be at Liberty to believe, 
Whether there is a God or no. Hiftory in- 
forms us of Speculative Atheiſts; mg 
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An Ess AY on Chap. 1, 
and Efendi gave the World a full Teſtimony 


by their Sufferings, that they were in earneſt 
in this Point, and ſincerely believed it; 


ſince then Atheiſm Was their Private Judg- 


ment, and ſince Private Judgment is the only 
Truth, Atheiſm muſt to them be the ſame 
as Religion to others. Mr. Lock takes it for 


= raft that there are whole Nations who 


ave no Religion, and conſequently no God: 


This therefore is the true Belief to them, 
becauſe it is their Judgment, which alone 


can make their Belief. Mr. Lock himfelf in 
his own Account of the Idea of a God, tells 
us, that the main Proof of an infinite Being 
is taken from the Nature of Numbers, which 
we can add to in imfinitum , but with Sub- 
million, and I ſpeak it with all the Charity 
imaginable, for that great Man that Truth 
Will allow, fince by Addition We can never 


make an Actual Infinite Number, this ſhews 


that by this Argument , nothing more is 
proved than only, that .it is poliible there 
may be an Actual Infinite Number, and 
conſequently an Actual Infinite Being : So 
that in the Judgment of Mr. Lock, it is only 

poſſible, that there may be a God; And this 
being the Judgment of ſo learned a Man, if the 
more ignorant Bulk of Mankind ſhould poſi- 
tively deny a God, their Private Fudement muſt. 
make it as right to them, as Religion is to o- 


thers. They Who contend for Private ꝓudgment, 


always found that Judgment upon Reaſon; 
With them, to judge Without Reaſon, is the 
ſame thing in Divinity, as doing a Religious 


Act without Faith: the one is a Sin, and 
the other an Abſurdity; Now alk a Ruſtick 


or 


n 
—_— — 
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Chap. I. PRIVATE Jupoment. 29 
or any of the Vulgar Majority, Why, and up- | 
on What Grounds of Reaſon, they believe the 
Being of a God, And the common Anſwer is 
common Conſent ; Now common Conſent, 
without any other Reaſon, is a Belief upon 
no Reaſon at all that is our own: And this 
amounts to the Abſurdity we are ſpeaking 
of. To believe by Agreement without any 
other Proof, is to believe by Implicit Rea- 
fon, which upon this Hypotheſis is as bad as 
Implicit Faith : The one 1s a Sin againſt Na- 
ture, and the other againſt Religion ; Now 
where a Private Judge, who is abſolute in 
_ theſe Caſes, cannot give any Reaſons for his 
Judgment, he is obliged at leaſt not to At- 
firm, and he may legally Deny: and conſe- 
quently Atheiſm in ſuch a Judgment 1s as 
true and juſtifiable, as the Belief of Religion. 
In fine, tho' it be impoſſible even for the Evi- 
dences of Senſe and firſt Principles of Geome- 
try to be true, unleſs there be a God, upon 
- whoſe Eternal Veracity the Evidences of our 
Senſe and Concurrence of our Intelle& de- 
pend, yet the Proof of ſuch a Being is only 
to be had from Metaphyſicks, for Scripture 
it ſelf ſuppoſes his Being ; Since therefore, the 
Generality of Mankind are not {killed in this 
Art, and ſince without it they cannot give 
a Reaſon for their Belief: And ſince they are 
not obliged to believe What they cannot give 
a Reaſon for, it follows that if Private Judg- 
mont be the only Guide, Atheiſm, upon this 
Hypotheſis, muſt be a Truth more generally 
received, than the Belief of a Deity, But 
laſtly, -* „ . 
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This Power of Private Judgment deſtroys 
the very End for Which it was invented. 
The chief Deſign why it was advanced ſo 
high, was to prevent Church Tyranny and 
Prieſtcraft, which are effectually reeſtabliſh- 
ed by this very Invention ; For if Privare 


Judgment be the ſole Guide, and whatever 


is any one's Private Judgment, is therefore 
the Truth, it is certainly much better ſo to 


train and breed up the People, that they may 


| know and underſtand nothing elſe but what 
the Prieſts teach them ; For by theſe Means, 
What they teach them, will become their 
Private Fudgment, and conſequently will be 


true, and anſwer all the Ends of Religion, 


and fo Peace and Unity will be preſerved ; 
Whereas, by leaving every one to his Liber- 
ty, all that can be obtained is only Private 

hover ſtill, fo that this is no better a State 
than the other as to the matter of Conſcience, 
but is much worſe, by being attended with 
all the Confuſion and. Diſtraction imagina- 
ble. If Pagans are in the Right, becauſe 
their Religion is their Private Judgment; 
and if they continue United by the Manage- 
ment of their Bracmans, this is a more eligi- 
ble State than that of Chriſtianity, ſhould 


the Authority of Prieſts be taken away; for 


theſe are only as Right as the other, but 
withal, much more wretched and unhappy. 
Upon the whole, ſo many are the dange- 
Tous and abſurd Conſequences of this abſo- 
late Power of Private Fudgement, that it is 
not to de aſſerted and maintained, without 
overt eig all Religion, Government, and 
Moialty, and deſtroying every Principle of 
n 2 KNevela⸗ 


<a . 1 


Chap. I. PRIVATE Jupouxxr. 
Revelation and Nature. I conclude there- 
fore, that Private Judgment is not the ſole 
Rule or Guide in Matters of Religion; And 
this is the firſt thing propoſed to be proved, 
and Which Was neceſſary for the opening of 
this Controverſy. 

I ſhall in the next place ſhew, What is 
the real Power and Authority of Private 


Fudgment, and how far it extends in Matters 


of Religion. 
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An Es 8A Y on Chap. It, 
by) Cu 4 F. II. ; 5 
har is the Real Power and Authority of 
Private Judgment in Matters of Religi- 
on; How far this Power extends, and 
in what Caſes it is limited and re- 


ſtrained. 


N this Eſſay on Private Judgment, I ra- 
ther chuſe to make uſe of That Term than 
of Conſcience, becauſe it is of more extent, 
and ſignifies all that Maſs of Knowledge 
which has Religion and religious Matters 
for its object: and in this Latitude it takes 
in the Power of judging of Religions, Rules, 
and Explanations; Whereas Conſcience 
ſeems to ſuppoſe a Religion already choſen, 
and conſiſts rather in the Practical, than Spe- 
culative Belief of it: The chief Buſineſs of | 
Conſcience being to apply the Rule to the | 
Life, in order to make them as conformable 
as it can. Private Judgment therefore, in- 
cludes Conſcience and ſomething more: for 
which reaſon I choſe this Term, as being * 
that which is moſt in uſe with thoſe who 
write againſt the Church, and beſt adapted 
to that Latitude, which they profeſs and un- 
dertake to juſtify, _ | 
In the former Chapter, I have ſhewn, That 
Private Judgment is not, nor can be the ſole 
Guide or Rule in Matters of Religion, Or in 
other Terms, That no Man 1s to judge for 
himſelf, what he is to believe and practice. 
Now though Private Fudement be not the 
2 ; J only 


1 
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Chap. II. PRIVATE JuDbOMENr. 
only Guide or Rule, yet that it is a Rule and 


2 Guide is moſt certain; For not only God 


himſelf, in thoſe Scriptures which he has re- 
vealed to Mankind, but all Preachers and 


Propagators of Religion all the World over, 


do often ſolemnly appeal to the Judgments 
and Conſciences of Private Men: Which is 
2 Proof, that they have a Power to judge in 
many Caſes, for no Appeals are made to 
him who is no Judge; Indeed, this Power 
of Private Fudgment 1s very great and ex- 
tenſive: Nor did ever any of our Church 
offer to take it away wholly, but only to 
limit and reſtrain it: Which I ſhall try to do 
as accurately as the Nature of the Subject 
Will allow. 

' Before we can be ſaid to judge of Matters 
of Religion, we muſt have a ſufficient ſtock 
of Ideas, upon which our Judgment muſt be 
formed : and theſe Ideas are in the firſt 


place brought to us by Education; Now 


Education, properly ſpeaking, 1s Prejudice, 
and from thence 1t 1s argued, that there 1s 
no ſuch thing, ſtrictly ſpeaking, as Private 
Judgment, becauſe every Man 1s bred up to 
the Judgment of others. They who make 
all the Clamour againſt Religion, do often 
object, that we are brought up by Prieſts 
and religious Tutors, who inſti] their own 
Notions into us, Which when we retain in 
our advanced Years, are called Religion. 
Now this is Fact: and thus it ought to be, 
neither can it be well otherwiſe; For how 
would theſe Men, who make this Objecti- 
on, have us bred? If they think themſelves 


them: 


in the Right, they would have us bred under 
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An Es8av on Chap. II. 


them: And if we were to be bred thus, they 


would, if they were Honeſt, Teach us what 


they believe themſelves ; And would not 
This be Prejudice as well as the other ? 
Would not This Education be the ſame in 
effect, and Give us the Opinions of others 
for our own ? To mend this Syſtem there- 
fore, Others have thought it a Good Method, 


that we ſhould be bred to no Relgion at all, 


but only have the Arts of Logick, Grammar, 
and Geometry, taught us: And when we 
had a Good Foundation of Reaſon laid, that 
then the Several Religious Syſtems ſhould be 
laid before us, Whence by the Reaſon we 
had acquired, we ſhould be able to make the 
Beſt Choice. But not to Infiſt on the Dit- 
ference, that is between Grammarians, Lo- 
gicians, and Geometricians, which are Fre- 
quent and Notorious, whence we ſhould ſtill 
be Liable to be prejudiced in Favour of that 
Syſtem, which they who were our Maſters 
profeſſed and taught, and theſe Prejudices 
would ſtick by us when we came to apply 
theſe Arts to Religion: And not to Inſiſt. on 
that Common Obſervation, that Mere Logi- 
cians, and Mathematicians, make the moſt 
Trifling and Superſtitious Divines: And 
that it is not Unnatural it ſhould be ſo, be- 

cauſe Divinity, Logick, and Mathematicks, 
proceed upon Different Poſtulata, and re- 
quire a quite Different Evidence, and there- 
fore he Who has been taught to receive only 
one Sort of Evidence, muſt from a Principle 
of his Education reject all Others: I ſay, not 


to Inſiſt on either of theſe Anſwers, one of 


Which is Sufficient, It is Impoſſible for a 
Child 


Chap. II. PRIVATE JupGMENT. 
Child to be educated in a Country Where 


Religion is profeſſed and talked of, eſpeci- 
ally Where it is talked of with any degree 


of Freedom, but ſome Part or other of it 
will mingle with his other Elements of 
Learning ; The Entercourſe of Others, and 
Common Converſe, our own Curioſity, the 


Univerſal Belief of ſome Religion or other, 
and the Extent of its Obligations, Which 
Little Concern 


mingle almoſt with ever 
and Accident of Life, will in ſpite of the 
moſt Refined Vigilance, bring ſome Ideas 
or other belonging to Religion into our Minds, 


and theſe muſt Come either from Books, or 
from Mix'd Converſation, or from the Fami- 


ly to which we are Confined, or from ſome 


Hints that our Maſters and Tutors have 


dropt, which will ſtil] ſerve to make us 
prejudiced, and deſtroy that Original Im- 
partiality of Judgment, which ſome Men 
Contend for, but which in Fact can never be 


Attained. | 


From this View of Education it is clear 
and evident, that Private Fudzment ſuppo- 
ſes a Rule; We cannot be long in the World, 


even before we come to have any Great 


Diſcerning in our Judgment, but we ſhall 
have both Simple and Complex Ideas of Re- 
ligion, which will make a Rule for us for 
ſome time; Suppoſe we were bred wild, 
and had neither the Converſation of God or 
Man to inſtruct us: yet fo long as we are 
Capable of Ideas, we ſhould be Furniſhed 
with Ideas from Nature: and ſince there is 
a Religion of Nature, even thence we ſhould 


have ſome Rules relating to Religion; So 


V3: that 
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An Ess on 5 Chap. II. 


that it is impoſſible to Think or Conceive, 


or ſo much as Subſiſt With our Rational Fa- 
culties about us, but we muſt be Subject to 
a Rule; Private Fudgment therefore ſuppoſes 
a Rule. But | 5 
Tho' Private Fudgment ſuppoſes a Rule, 
yet theſe Men argue that 1t is not Confined 
to any one Rule : For what 1s the Rule of 
any one's Private Judgment to Day, may not 
be ſo to Morrow, becauſe he may Diſcover 
a Better; But till Private Judgment is in a 
Capacity, and can have an Opportunity of 
making ſuch a Diſcovery, it muſt reſt Con- 
fined to the Rule of its Education. It is ab- 
ſurd to ſay a Pagan muſt be a Chriſtian, who 
has never heard of Chriſtianity : or if he has 
heard of it, cannot Embrace it but upon 
rinciples purely Pagan, in Which alone he 
was Educated, And to be a Chriſtian ouly 
upon Pagan Principles, 1s a very great Ab- 
ſurdity. Now for what Reaſons 1s it that 
ſuch a one muſt Continue a Pagan? It is 
plain, He may be a Chriſtian, if he pleaſes, 
at the Firſt Hearing of the Name; The Eu- 
nueb might upon reading the Prophets have 
believed in our Saviour, without the Aſſi- 
ſtance of Philip ; whereas he did not change 
but upon full Proof, and the Conviction of 
Reaſon ; No one therefore who is a Pagan, 
ought to turn Chriſtian, but tor Chriſtian 
Reaſons: and how can a Pagan, whoſe 
Reaſons are all Pagan, make ſuch a Change? 
And why are his Reaſons Pagan, but becauſe 
of his Education, and becauſe that is the 
Religion of his Country? This therefore is 
a Publick Reaſon, and Conſequently Private 
| judgment 
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Chap. II. PRIVATE Jupoukxr. 


Judgment is under an Abſolute Neceſſity to 
make Uſe of that in the Choice of a Rule. 
If Private Fudgment were to proceed wholly 
upon Private Reaſons in the Choice of a 
Rule, it might plead Pleaſure, Profit, Ho- 
nour, or any other unlawful Purpoſe or 
Proſpect, Which are Private Reaſons, for 


ſuch a Choice: But this all Mankind muſt 


Condemn. A Man may fancy that Church 


moſt, whoſe Terms of Communion are mot 


Eaſy, or which is at Greateſt Unity with it 
ſelf: but theſe are all Private Conſidera- 


tions, and therefore to be Rejected. A Few, 


a Turk, a Chriſtian, do each give Jewiſh, 


Turkiſh, and Chriſtian Reaſons for their Faith; 


and therefore Private Judgment is thus far 
Limited, that upon its own Strength and 
Sufficiency, it cannot Determine a Man in 
the Choice of the Rule he is to Walk by; 


But of this I ſhall Give the Reaſons at Large 


in another Place. And Becauſe 
It is not my Buſineſs in this £/zy, to Run 
through all thoſe Arguments that Give the 


. Chriſtian Rule the Preference to all other 


Religious Syſtems: Therefore ſince we are 
under a Neceſſity to take ſome Rule, I ſhall 
ſuppoſe that Chriſtianity 1s the Rule choſen, 
and upon this Suppoſition I ſhall ſhew, how 
far, by the Chriſtian Syſtem, the Power of 
| Private Judgment extends, and Where it 18 

Limited and Bounded. 


As to the Moral Part of Chriſtianity, Pri- 


vate Judgment is of Great Power and Au- 
thority. All thoſe Vertues Which Moraliſts 
call Monaſtical, relating to the Government 

of a Man's Self, are in a Great Meaſure un- 
„ D 3 der 
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An Es8av on Chap. II. 
der its Direction. Prudence, Convenience, 
Diſcretion, Behaviour towards others, are 
all ſubje& to this Rule. Temperance is in 
a Great Meaſure to be Regulated by it: For 
no Man but one's Self, can Judge when we 
exceed, or do not exceed, in the Uſe of 
Meats, Drinks, or any Lawful Pleaſures, at 
leaſt in the leſſer Degrees of Exceſs Tho' 
Juſtice be ſet out by Laws and Statutes, 
yet all Men are not {kiltul in theſe, neither 


can the Law reach all Caſes, and this makes 
us Conſult our ſelves in fo many Particulars, 
In Order to Form a True Judgment how to 
deal with others; Beſides there is a Juſtice 
due to ones ſelf, and this muſt in a Great 


Meaſure be referred to our own Conſciences. 
We beſt know Our own Foible, our Weak 
Side, rhe Weight that doth ſo eaſily leſet us, 


and therefore are the beſt Judges, what 


Strength is Neceſſary to Support us, and 
where it is to be Applied. We can beſt tell 
our own Stock of Knowledge, and there- 


fore muſt Labour accordingly for more. and 


we are the Sole Judges of our own Circum- 


. ſtances, according to Which our Search after 


Knowledge muit be Regulated. Private 
Frudgment is of very Large Extent in the 
Great Duty of Charity, Which is to be per- 


formed in all its Branches according to Pri- 


vate Diſcretion and Prudence, the Several 


Acts of it depending on the Knowledge of 


our Selves and Others. 


Private Judgment is chiefly concerned in - 
making that Application between the Chri- 
ſtian Rule, and our own Practice, Which 


every Conſcientious Man ought to do. It 
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Chap. II. PRIVATE Jupemtyr. 
laces before our own View all our Secret 


houghtsand Actions, which others know 


nothing of, and either Juſtifies or Condemns 
them, according as they are Conform or Diſ- 
agreeable to God's Word. 


Private Judgment is of a Different Extent, 


under Different Diſpenſations. Under the 
Law of Nature its Power 1s Very Great : Not 
that it is Leſſened by Chriſtianity, But only 
Several Obſtructions are removed, and Helps 
provided, wherein it may act with Greater 


Safety, and be leſs Subject to Error. Under 


the Law of Grace, however its Authority 


be not exactly the Same, yet it is Never 
without Employ: becauſe every Doctrine 
and Vertue receive a Concurrent Confirma- 


tion from the judgment of the Hearer, 
whence he is Induced to put them in Pra- 
ice, if they are Practical, or hf Specula- 
tive, to lay them up among the Articles of 
his Faith. | 

As to Human Laws, Private Judgment, 
can ſometimes ſuperſede, and very often Cor- 


rect them; The Rigor of the Law may be 


Abated by Mercy, and a Man's Natural 
Equity may Oblige him to do more, than his 


Neighbour by Law could Extort from Him; 


And tho No Man can deſtroy the Laws by 
Private Fudgment, 10 as that it ſhall not be 


valid to the reſt of his Fellow Subjects, or 


vacate the Authority by which it is made, 
yet he may, as a Private Perſon, in many 


Caſes of Conſcience, very juſtly and reafo- 
nably Refuſe his Obedience, provided that 


Refuſal be not attended with ſo much as the 
Appearance of Obſtinacy and Rebellion. 
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An Es8av on Chap. II. 


All thoſe Things which the Laws of Man 
or God have left Indifferent, that is, have 
neither Commanded or Forbidden, are ſole- 
Iy under the Direction of Private Judgment; 
It. may Do or Forbear, according as the Thing 
js in its preſent Circumſtances Advantageous, 
Convenient, Pleaſant, Decent, at the Will 
and Pleaſure of Every Man, Without Offen- 
ding God, or our Neighbour. 

Theſe are the Mighty Privileges of Privat 
Fudgment. In all theſe Caſes it gives Laws, 
3s Subject only to God and it Self, Supreme 
and Uncontroulable ; But ſince the Deſcri- 
ption I have Given is General, for it were 
Endleſs to Enumerate all the Particular Ca- 
ſes: I ſhall lay down two or three Very 
Reaſonable and Certain Rules, How we 
may Know, when Any thing is within the 
Sole Cognizance of our Frivate N 
and when it is not ſo. 

Firſt, When we are Sure the Thing is 
Indifferent in it ſelf, then it is —— * 
under the Juriſdiction of our Private Fug: 
ment. 

Secondly, When what | is l 5s Some 
thing tor which we are only Accountable 
to God, becauſe it is wholly between him 
and us: In this Caſe Private Judgment is to 
Determine, how far God has either left us 
at Liberty, or put us under any Reſtraint. 

Thirdly, . When the thing to be Determi - 
ned — upon the Variableneſs of our 
Lives, Fortunes, or Circumſtances, Which 
only We can Know and Judge of: In all 
theſe Caſes, Privare Judgment is the Only 


: Rule; and tho! in many. of theſe Caſes we 


may 


Chap. II. PRIVATE TJupemenrt. 


may do well to conſult others, yet if we do 
not Conſult them, we are not Criminal before 
God. | 2 
To extend the Power and Authority of 
Private Judgment further than this, would 
be of Infinite Prejudice to Mankind. The 


15 


Greatneſs of its Power is already ſuch, that 


it very often Involves the Man in Endleſs 
Scruples and Perplexities. The Diſpute about 
Indifferent Things only, has been the Occa- 
ſion of more Strife and Contention in the 
Chriſtian World, than any one Article of 
Faith that ever was debated; and has been 
the Cauſe of deſtroying more Souls, than 
perhaps the Devil has of late Seduced by 
any other Stratagem. The taking away 


of Confeſſion only, even upon a Prudential | 


Account, and leaving Men to enjoy their 
Right of Judging for themſelves, has reduced 
many, and thoſe whoſe Conſciences were 
Tender and Suſceptible of any Good Impreſ- 


ſion, to a State of Crazineſs and Spiritual 


Idiocy, and ſometimes of Horror and Deſpair. 
It is therefore, no Diſſervice to Mankind to 
Attempt the Regulating and Limiting the 
Power and Authority of Private Fudgment, 
Which I ſhall do in the cleareſt manner I 
can. And, 5 „ a 

I. Private Fudement cannot, in Vertue of 
its own Authority, Determine a Man in the 
Choice of his Religion; Or in other Terms, 
No Man. is to Fudge for himſelf and by bis 
own Reaſon only, what Church be will be of : 
and that for ſeveral undeniable Reaſons, 


which I ſhall enlarge upon in their Order. 


1ſt. If | 
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An EssAT on Chap, II. 


- 1/2, If every one were to Judge for him- 
ſelf what Church he would be of, it 1s ab- 
ſolutely neceſſary he ſhould have all the 


Evidences laid before him, of the Truth or 


Falſhood of every Religion, that is propo- 
ſed to him: and alſo a ſufficient Stock of 
Knowledge, to Diſcern between them ; this 
every Earthly Judge 1s ſuppoſed to have, in 
any Cauſe that Comes before him. Now God 
being the Perſon who propoſes the Choice, 
cannot be ſuppoſed unable to do this: and 
yet it is not only Fact, that every Man has 
not nor can have the fame Evidence or 


Knowledge in this Caſe, but indeed it would 


be Criminal in any one to pretend to it; 


The Generality of Mankind are Unlearned, 
and they would. Sin againſt themſelves and 


their Families, ſhould they aim at more 
Knowledge than conſiſts with their Stations; 


Theſe therefore cannot be Judges, when they 
want the only thing neceſlary to make them 


e, 41 
24ly.Suppoſe it be ſaid, they Know enough, 


and all they do Know 1s true and orthodox, 


therefore their Choice is Good; Let ſtill, 


there are Sins of Omithon, and the Want of 


one Article Spoils the Chriſtian, if it be a 
Fundamental One ; And how many thou- 


ſands are there, who know not fo much as 


the Names of thoſe Doctrines, Which make 


the Religion of their Country? How can. 


theſe be ſaid to chuſe the Religion of their 
Country, if they Know it not? If it be 
jaid, that what they Know is ſufficient, then 
*tis plain, what they do not Know, is not a 
Neceſlary Part of that Religion, tho it were 
I | Ok 2 Fun- 
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a Fundamental Article, which is abſurd; 
And if the reſt are Included by the Confeſ- 


ſion of Part, this muſt argue the Necellity 


of the very Worſt Sort of Implicis Faith, 


which the Promoters of this Syſtem always 


accounted the moſt Mortal Sin. 
Zaly. If every Man, to Avoid Implicit 


Faith, is Obliged to give a Reaſon for his 
Religion, and to Hearken to a Better Rea- . 


ſon,- where-ever he meets with it: then an 


Illiterate Chriſtian is obliged in Conſcience 


to give up his Faith to a Learned Heathen, 
When he is Inſtructed by him, and has his 
Reaſons, which are fo much better than his 


own, and which become his own when the 
other has Imparted them; But if he be not 


obliged, as moſt certainly he is not, to part 
with his Religion upon his own Reaſon thus 
Improved, much leſs is he obliged to Chuſe 
his Religion upon his own Reaſon, or by 
the Authority of his own Private Fudg- 
ment. 


arbly. If a Man is oblig'd to Chuſe his 


own Religion by his own Private Judgment 


only, then to apply to others for their Judg- 
ment concerning one's Religion, is highly 
Sinful and Criminal; And yet the Scripture 
Approves thoſe Forms, What ſhall we do to 
be Saved? Hear the Church! and the Like: 
which do certainly Imply a Reſort to the 
Judgment of others. Nay how can the Duty 


of Inſtruction Conſiſt with ſuch a Principle? 


If it be ſaid, that to Inform our Judgments, 
is not the Way to deſtroy their Authority, 
I own it: but ſtill, if Private Judgment be 
to proceed upon the Information of others, 
e | 2D His 
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An EsSAV on Chap. I. 


His Reaſon, who Informs us, is that which De- 
termines our Choice; And ſince *tis as much 


our Duty to ſeek for Inſtruction, as to Act 
agreeably to it when we have it Imparted, 
the Choice of onr Religion depends 'on the 


Reaſon and Judgment of others, and not on 


our OWN. . i | Ts 
| 57hly. God never revealed any Religion to 


the World, but he gave Teſtimony to it at 


its firſt Appearance by Miracles: ſo that it 


Was able to make its Way, and force Con- 
viction upon every Private Judgment; After 
this, a Society or Church was formed, with 


which were repoſited the Truths thus Eſta- 
bliſhed, and Authority given it, to Uire& 
others in Matters of Faith and Worſhip, to 


preclude their Choice by Initiatory Sacra- 


ments, and by training up Youth in the fame 
Principles : all which would be a Contra- 


diction in the Deity, if notwithſtanding 


theſe Publick Judgments, Private Judgment 


were the only true Religion; and theſePublick 
Judgments would be in vain, if any one Pri- 


vate Perſon could vacate and ſuperſede them. 
6rhly. If every Man were to Chuſe his 
own Church and his own Religion by his 


own Private Reaſon and Judgment, then no 


more of that Church and that Religion 
could be ſaid to be his Religion, but only 


that which he had Choſen, and which his 
Reaſon did Comprehend. But now, ſince 


there 1s not any one Member of any one 
Church in Chriſtendom, that throughly Com- 
prehends every Part of that Religion which 
he profeſſes, he is conſequently no True and 


Complete Profeſſor of that Church, neither 
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Chap. II. PRIVATE Jupoment. 45 
is there any Chriſtian Church now in being, 
that has any True and Complete Profeſſors. 
Itbly. Every Church and every Religion 
make a Society, and every Society has its 
Laws and Orders, Which all thoſe who are 
admitted into that Society, are obliged to 
obey ; Now if Men are to Chuſe their So- 
ciety, then they muſt only chuſe that, whoſe 
Laws they throughly Know, and heartily 
Approve; But it 1s eaſy for a Private Man 
either not to Know all the Laws of every 
Society, and then he muſt not join with it 
for fear of Implicit Faith, or elſe not to Ap- 
prove them, and then he muſt not Conform; 
ſo that in ſuch a Caſe, it is even a Chriſtian 
Duty with him, to be of no Church and no 
Religion at all. | 
_ 8rbly.Morality,till refin'd by Religion, was 
at leaſt but a Temporal Syſtem, and gave no 
Title to any future Reward ; Religion there- 
fore carries a much ſtronger Obligation and 
makes better Proviſion for the good of Man. 
Now it is ſcarce Senſe to ſay, a Man is to 
chuſe his Morals: theſe are choſen for him 
and impoſed by Authority : and there 1s no 
reaſon why the fame ſhould not be the Caſe 
of Religion; becauſe the Reaſonableneſs of 
the Impoſition ariſes from the Strength of 
the Obligation and Benefit to Mankind, 
both which are much ſtronger on the ſide of 
| Religion than of Morality. _ 
90. It is very plain, that every Man is 
obliged to give an account of his Faith, and 
to anſwer for his Religion to the Publick. 
All Churches require this, and both the Jewiſßb 
and Chriſtian Syſtem injoin it. Nom 
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As Es SAT on Chap. II. 
Publick cannot call any private Perſon to 
an account for that, Which it is intirely in 


his own power te judge of and determine 
by himſelf; Neither can they call private 


Perſons to an account but upon ſome publick 
Rule, to wluch Obedience is required; and 


therefore it follows, that there is ſome ſuch 


publick Rule even in Matters of Religion, 

which therefore is not to be choſen at the 

Diſcretion of Private Fndgements. . 
 1othly and Laſtly. If Private Judgment be 


the ſole Rule and Guide in the Choice of Re- 


ligion, then all Religions are Elective, and 
conſequently no Religion is in it ſelf true or 


good, but only is made fo by the Profeſlors 


of it, in virtue of their Choice; And this 
muſt certainly make all Religions the fame 
in themſelves, and Chriſtianity it ſelf to be 
no truer than Paganiſm: which will at beſt 
bring the Teſt of Religion to the Majority 
of its Profeſlors, whence Paganiſm will have 
by much the preference to Chriſtianity. 

A ſecond Limitation to Private Judgment 
is this, That iz cannot in virtue of its own Au- 
thority, interpret Scrifture: which I ſhall 
prove by the following Reaſons. 


Ee ak Becauſe the holy Scxiptures bear Wit- 
neſs 


of themſelves, that they are not of any 


Private Interpretation; It therefore the Scrip- 
tures are true, Private Judgment is not the 


Rule or Guide, by which they are explain- 


ed. There are indeed many Forms of 


ſpeaking in holy Scripture Which ſeem to 
imply an Appeal to Private Fudgments, but 
they are either uſed in ſome of thoſe Caſes, 
wherein I have already proved, that Private 
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Judgment is the Rule and Guide: or elſe 
they are ſuch Forms as are equivalent to 
thoſe ſo often occuring in the Old Teſtament, 
Chuſe Life or Death! God or Baal! Which 
are only uſed in regard to Man's free Agen- 


cy, who has it in his Power to chuſe Death, 


or reject his God if he pleaſes: Not that 
they give an elective Right to the Perſons 


to whom the Propoſal is made, ſo as that 


they may take either ſide, and that ſuch 
a Choice would give a Right to that fide on 
which it falls; for doubtleſs it is not lawful 
in this Caſe to chuſe Death, or to reject God: 
Neither would the Choice if it had fallen 
upon Baal, have made him a true God, and 
the Almighty conſequently an Idol, 
2dly. A Power in Private Judgments to ex- 
lain and interpret Scripture, Would be the 


ame thing as a Power to make Scripture, 


which Power we have already ſhewn can- 
not belong to Private Fudgments : becauſe 
they ſappoſe a-Rule, and cannot therefore 
make or create that Rule; But now if every 


ones Private Fudgment Were to explain Scrip- 


ture, this muſt be the fame thing as a Pow- 


er to make Scripture: becauſe Scripture may 


be ſo interpreted, as to ſignify quite other- 
wiſe than the Author of Scripture intended, 
which plainly implies a Power equal to that 
of the Author of Scripture: and this muſt 


give Private Judgments the Power of Reve- 


lation, which is an intolerable Abſurdity. 
Zaly. If Private Judgment had a Power to 


interpret Scripture, - then Private Judgment 


muſt have a Power to make and eſtabliſh 


Dectrines: becauſe Doctrines are made and 
; elta- 
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A4 Es sAx on Chap. II. 
eſtabliſned by the Interpretation of Scrip- 
ture; But now Private Judgment can have 
no Power to make and eſtabliſh Doctrines, 
becauſe Doctrines are of a General and Pub- 
lick Nature, and carry with them a General 
and Publick Obligation; fince therefore Pri- 


vate Judgment can oblige only one, there- 


fore it is not of a Publick Nature, neither 
can carry with it a Publick and General Ob- 
ligation ; Whence it is evident, it cannot 
make Doctrines, and conſequently not in- 
terpret Scripture. 5 
Arbly. The interpretation of Scripture pro- 
duces a Rule, and that Rule is formed into 
Articles and Terms, which bind Mankind, 
and make a Compact or Agreement, Whence 
2 Society ariſes, and this we call 2 Church; 
Now if Private Fudement could interpret 
Scripture, then it would have a Power of 
ſetting out and aſcertaining the ſeveral Arti- 
cles Which make this Rule, and conſequent- 
ly this Rule would alter according to the 
multiplicity and difference of Private Judg- 
ments ; and if it altered, it could not be aſcer- 
tained and eſtabliſhed, and conſequently 
could not make. or eſtabliſh a Society; So 
that this Power in Private Fudgments to in- 
terpret Scripture, muſt deſtroy the Church 
as a Society. FT . 
5ebly. It Private Judgment had a Power 
to interpret Scripture, then Scripture Would 
in many caſes, be put upon a Level with the 


Talmud, Alcoran, or any Pagan or Popiſh 


Lie; Neither would there be any difference 
between divine Revelation and Human In- 


vention; For Scripture might be ſo inter- 
| preted 
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preted and explained by Private Judgments, 
as to ſignify the ſame thing with either of 


theſe: and if it were ſo explained, and Pri- 


vate Fudgment had ſuch a Power, that In 
terpretation muſt be valid, and conſequently 
true; Such a Power therefore in Private 
Judgment muſt level the Goſpel and the Alco- 
ran, and make one as true as the other: 
And this muſt be valid before God, and he 
muſt in Juſtice hereafter reward it. 
_ 6rbly. All interpretations of Scripture are 
for the ſake of others; To ſay a Man ex- 
plains Scripture for the ſake of himſelf only, 
and to make himſelf wiſer, is ſtrangely ri- 
diculous; For either he knows more by his 
own Explanation than he did before, or he 
does not; if he does not know more than he 
did before, then with regard to himſelf on- 
ly, Bis Explanation is vain and to no pur- 
poſe; But how a Man can be ſaid to know 
more by his own Explanation, than he did 
before, I cannot well conceive: for tis by 
his preſent Knowledge only that he does or 
can explain, how then can his Explanation 
exceed that Knowledge which made it? If 
then Explanations of Scripture are made for 
the ſake of others, Private Judgment cannot 
explain: for by explaining for others it de- 
prives them of the Right which they ought 
to exerciſe for themſelves, and which alone 
can make any Explanation of Scripture true 
and valid. To fay every one explains for a- 
nother, and yet that every one ought to ex- 


plain for himſelf, is a notorious inconſi- 


ſtency. 
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560 A Ess ar on Chap. II. 
Seventhly, All Scripture is of Divine Autho- 
rity, and therefore ought to be explained only 
by ſuchan Authority as moſt nearly approaches 
to Divine; But now Private Fudgment is fo far 
from Approaching in any degree to a Divine 
Authority, that it is the fartheſt from it Ima- 
ginable; for the Loweſt Authority in the 
Intellectual World is that of a Man over 
Himſelf: He that Commands only One, and 
that One Himſelf, has the Narroweſt Juriſ- 
diction that can be ſuppoſed in Nature; Since 
therefore Private Judgment can plead no 
Higher an Authority, It cannot plead an . 
Authority, ſufficient to Interpret Holy Scri- 
pture. 
2 Eigbtbly and Laſtly, The Deſign of Holy 
Scripture was to Rectify and Enlighten Pri- 
vate Fudgment, and therefore it Was Inten- 
ded for a Rule to Private Judgment; and 
there is no manner of Doubt but the Conſci- 
entious Application of this Rule belongs to 
Private Judęment, Which we have already 
Granted ;; But to Suppoſe, that Private Fude- 
ment can Alter or Superſede this Rule in Any 
Caſe, as it muſt do in Many Caſes, if it has 
a Power to Explain it, is to Suppoſe that the 
Rule is to be Subject to the Thing Ruled, 
and may be Altered by it at Diſcretion, 
Which is a very Great Abſurdity. ” 
A Third Remarkable Limitation, to which 
I Confine Private Fudement, is This, That | 
Private Judgment cannot Superſede or Annu! th. 
the Decrees of the Church; And this, I ſhall no 
make Good, by the Following Reaſons. th: 
Firſt, Becauſe if the Decrees of the Church WM Th 
did not Bind Private Fudements, there _ | blit 
| 5 | . 
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be No ſuch Thing as Church Authority; For 
the Decrees of the Church depend upon that 
Authority which God has entruſted his 
Church with ; But now what 1s Authority, 
unleſs it can enforce ? And Decrees are vain, 
where Men are not to be Subject to them; 


If then Private Fudgment can ſet aſide the 


Decrees of the Church, it muſt ſet aſide the 
Authority of the Church, and Conſequently 
there is No ſuch Thing as Church-Authori- 
ty: For where can there be Any Authority, 


where every Private Subject is to Decree 


for Himſelf, according to his own Private 
Judgment? | „ 
Secondly, If Private Judgment can reverſe 


the Decrees of the Church, and Conſequent- 


ly Annul all Church-Authority, Then Pri- 
vate Judgment Can Deſtroy the Very Being 
of a Church: For how does any Church Sub- 
ſiſt, but by its Authority, and by that 
Power it has of making Laws and Decrees, 
the very Foundation of that Union and A- 


greement, which Eſtabliſhes a Church, and 


Forms it into a Body Politick or Society ? 


Now if Private Fudgment can reverſe theſe . 
Laws and Decrees, it muſt Deftroy the Ve- 


ry Being of the Church, becauſe it deſtroys 
it as a Society, Without Which it is Impoſſi- 
ble to Conceive or Define any Church upon 
Earth. | | 
Thirdly, Private Fudgment cannot reverſe 
the Decrees of the Church, becauſe it can- 
not plead the Same Authority for Reverſing, 
that the Church does for Eſtabliſhing them; 
The Authority by which the Church Eſta- 
| bliſhes them, is Apparently Divine: But ro 
Ce 5 „ the 
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An Ess Ax on Chap. II. 
the Authority that Private Judgment can 
plead, for the Reverſing ſuch Decrees, muſt 
ariſe purely from it Self, and Conſequently 
mult . 
ment therefore can never have a Sufhcient 
Authority to reverſe thoſe Laws, which the 
Church has made, becauſe a Human Autho- 
rity can Never reverſe a Divine. | 

Fourthly, Private Judgment cannot Reverſe 


the Judgments and Decrees of the Church, 
\ becauſe then the Leſſer Private Judgment 


would reverſe the Greater and more Cer- 
tain; All the Decrees of the Church are 
Made and Enacted by the Beſt, And moſt 
Knowing Private Judges, Collected and Ga- 
thered together in a Synod or Aſſembly, Aſ- 
ſiſted by ſuch Informations as can be had 
from the Private Fudgment of all the other 
Members of the Church ; The Decrees there- 
fore of the Church are Founded upon the 
Beſt, moſt Certain, and moſt Extenſive Pow- 
er of Private Fudgment, that can be had in 
Any Church; And Conſequently if the Pri. 
vate Fudgment of any One Member can re- 
verſe the Decrees of the Church, the Leſſer 
Private Fudgment can reverſe the Greater. 
Fifthly, Private Fudgment cannot reverſe 
the Decrees of the Church, without Deſtroy- 


ing its own Power; Synods and Aſſemblies 


meet on purpoſe, that every Member may 
be at Liberty to Contribute the Utmoſt 
Power of his Private Judgment, that in the 
Collected Evidence of the Moſt and Peſt 
Private Fudgments, a Publick Judgment may 
be Formed and Eſtabliſned; But if after ſuch 
an Eſtabliſhment, Publick Judgments muſt be 

_ again 
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again Subjected to Private Judgments, and 
liable to be Reverſed by them: Then ſince 


Pablick Judgments are Founded in the Au- 


thority of Private Fudgments, Private Judg- 


nent muſt conſequently reverſe it Self, which 


is Abſurd. | | 


 Sixthly, Our Saviour has not only expreſſy 


referred the Deciſion of all Controverſies to 


the Judgment of the Church, and enjoined 


the Members of it to ſubmit to thoſe Deci- 


ſions, under the Penalty of being Treated as 
Heathens; But in Fact, the Apoſtles and Go- 


vernours of the Church Commiſſioned by 
Him, did Meet and Decide, and Make Laws 
and Decrees. It is not Controverted, but 
that the Synod of Feruſalem, deſcribed at 
Large in the 4#s, was of Divine Authority; 


Now if Private Judgment, by a Power 


Originally Derived from God, can Super- 
ſede or Reverſe the Laws of the Church: 
then both the Command of our Saviour, and 
the Practice of his Inſpired Apoſtles, were 


Vain, and to no Purpoſe ; For if the Power 


of Private Fudement, as is Contended, be of 
Original, Divine, Unalterable Right, it can 
as well Superſede the Laws of a Church im- 
mediately under the Direction of the Holy 
Ghoſt, as of a Church Modern and Fallible; 
Becauſe tho* the Church be fallible, yet the 
Holy Ghoſt has made it the Laſt Reſort in 
Matters of Religion ; But God cannot con- 
tradict Himſelf, therefore Private Judgment 


cannot Superſede or Reverſe the Decrees of 
the Church. 


Seventhly, Private Judgment, as to its Re- 
Titude and Conformity with Truth, depends 


ä Intirely 


2 
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Intirely on that Stock of Knowledge, or that 
Collection of Ideas, whence and upon which 
that Judgment is formed; Now if Private 
Judgment can Superſede, or Reverſe the De- 
crees of the Church, then Private Judgment: 
muſt make a Leſs Stock of Knowledge a Bet- 
ter Evidence of Truth than a Greater, Which 
is abſurd. The Decrees of the Church are 
therefore made Obligatory upon Private 
Fudements, becauſe they proceed upon the 
Collected Knowledge of a Whole Church, 
Which is Greater than that of any Private 
Member; But if Private Fudgment could re- 
verſe this, then it muſt. have more Know- 
ledge to proceed on, than Publick Judgment; 
Since therefore it has a leſs Stock of Know- 
ledge, and leſs Evidence than the Church, 
therefore it cannot reverſe the Decrees of the 
Church. VV $ EY 
Eightbly, Suppoſing the Church Were only 
a Nepafiter ef Hel y Records, and a Witneſs of 
the Truth, according to the Scheme Advan- 
ced by theſe Men; Vet even upon this Sup- 
poſition, Private Fudgment could not Super- 
ſede, or Reverſe er of the Church; 
For to What purpoſe could Publick Records 
Serve, if the Decrees of the Church, which de- 
pend and are formed upon thoſe Records, 
could be Reverſed or Superſeded by Private 
Judgment? And What Signifies a Witneſs 
in a Cauſe, where it is not to be believed ? 
For it mult not be believed, if Private Fuds- 
ment may pals Sentence Contrary to what 
the Church, as a Witneſs, declares. Even 
upon this Suppoſition therefore, that the 
Church is only a Repoſitory, and a TR 
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Private Fudgment cannot Reverſe or Super- 


ſede its Evidence and Authority. 5 
Ninthly and Laſtly, Whatever Power Su- 
perſedes or Reverſes the Decrees of Another 
Power, muſt do it either by Virtue of an Ap- 
peal from that other, whoſe Judgments it 
Reverſes, or becauſe of ſome Better and Ful- 
ler Evidence than what that Power, whoſe 
Judgments are Reverſed, could have; But 
now Private Judgment cannot have any Bet- 
ter Evidence than the Church, becauſe Prz- 


vate Fudement takes all its Evidence from 
the Church; And there cannot Lye an Ap- 
8 peal from the Church to Private Fudgmente, 


becauſe then Appeals would be Circular, for 


Private Judgments appeal to the Church; - 
| Beſides all Appeals are from a Leſſer Au- 


thority to a Greater: Now No Authority 
can be Greater than the Authority of the 


Church, becauſe No Authority can exceed a 
Divine. Authority; Since then Private Fudg- | 
ments cannot be Appealed to from the Church, 


nor can have better Evidence than the Church, 


they cannot Superſede or Reverſe the Church's 


Decrees. | 


Iheſe are the Arguments, by which I 
think Private Fudoment is Limited and Re- 


ſtrained, within the Bounds preſcribed by 
Reaſon, and the Goſpel ; And therefore I 
conclude upon the Foot of theſe Reaſons, Firſt, 
that Private Fudgment can Neither Chule its 
own Church, or the Rule by which it is to 


Walk: Nor yet Secondly, Interpret or Ex- 


plain Scripture : Neither Thirdly, Superſede, 
or Alter the Decrees of the Church. But 
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An Ess Ax on Chap. II. 
Tho' it is Reſtrained in all theſe Three 
Remarkable Caſes, yet it is thus far at Li- 


berty in all theſe Caſes. Every Private Per- 


ſon is not only permitted, but is poſitively 
Obliged, according to his Abilities, and ac- 


cording to his Outward Circumſtances, to 


Learn, Study, Search, and Enquire after, all 
that Knowledge, Which is Neceſſary to In- 


form him, Not only Concerning the Truth 


and Certainty of the Rule by Which he is to 
Walk, and Why it is preferable to all O- 


thers: But alſo concerning the True Mea- 


ning and Interpretation of every Part of 
that Rule; and he not only may, but is re- 
quired to Know and Study, the Decrees and 
Laws of the Church, how far and for what 


Reaſons they are Binding, and how far A- 


JP groegble to the Word and Laws of God. 


Concerning all theſe things, he may Diſpute, 
Reaſon, and Argue Freely : And this he is 


obliged to do, as he would be a Promoter of 
Truth and of God's Glory, and as he ſtands 
engaged to Inform his Brethren, and to For- 
ward the Salvation of all Men. But then 
after the Beſt and moſt Impartial Enquiry 
made, the Utmoſt that every Man 1s obli- 
ged to, is to Communicate this Knowledge, 
to bring it to the Church, there to have it 
Freely Debated: And if it be Right, and 
ſo adjudged, to have it Lodged with the 
Church, which is the Repoſitory of all 
Truth, whence the Publick Judgment 1s to 
be Formed and Regulated. But till, every 
Private Fudgment 1s to be Determined by 
this Publick Judgment, and to be Included 
in it. As We are at Liberty to Know _ 
| | „ than 
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Chap. II. PRIVATE JupeuExr. 
than Others if we can, ſo Others are at Li- 
berty to know more than Us; But fill the 
Conſent of thoſe in Authority, is to take the 
Truth out of the Collected Knowledge of 
each Contributer : And what theſe Deter- 
-mine, we are to ſubmit to, and ſuch a Sub- 
miſſion is moſt Rational, and moſt Agreeable 
both to Nature and Revelation. 
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An Es s Ax on Chap. III. 


„ 


The thoſt Material Oljetrions to the fore- 
going Principles, fairly Stated and Exa- 


mined. 


I. THE firſt Obje&ion uſually made to 


the Doctrine laid down in the fore- 


© going Chapter, is, That every Man is to be 


Saved for Himſelf + Whence it follows, that 


he is. to Believe and Judge for Himſelf, and 


conſequently cannot be Concluded by the 
Judgment of others. | 


To this it is Anſwered, That it is very 


True every Man is Saved only for Himſelf; 
He cannot go to Heaven by Proxy ; And af- 


ter the very ſame manner, no Man can be 


ſaid to enjoy any Privilege but for himſelf 
in any Political Society: But {till this does 
not hinder but that every Man is anſwerable 
. for his Obedience to that Society in which he 


lives: and ſo is every Man anſwerable to 


the Church of which he is a Member ; And 
tho' he is Saved for himſelf only, yet he is 


alſo Saved as belonging to a Society of the 


Faithful; He is Saved not only as a Man, 
but as a Chriſtian ; For Men will not only 


be Anſwerable at the Laſt Day for Perſonal 
or Private Faults, but for thoſe alſo Com- 
mitted againſt the Publick; Therefore it muſt 
fill follow, that the Publick can oblige him 


by its Laws and Decrees, and conſequently 
he is not the ſole Judge for himſelf in Mat- 
ters of Religion. 7 | 


2. A 
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Chap. III. PRIVATE JUDGMENT. 


2. A ſecond ObjeQtion urged, is, That 
there is no Fudge between the Religions of the 
Jews, the Mahometans, end the Chriſtians, 


and conſequently it is left to every Man's Pri- 


vate Judgment to chuſe either of theſe. 


In Anſwer to this, it muſt certainly fol- 


ow, that if Private Judgment be the Um- 
pire between theſe three Religions, then Aſa- 
bometiſm, or Fudaiſm, when choſen, is not 
only equally valid with Chriſtianity, but the 
only true Religion, and the other conſequent- 
ly falſe- And beſides, it will alſo follow 
from the ſame Premiſes, that there are no 


Better Reaſons given in the Chriſtian Reli- 


gion againſt the Fewiſh and Mabumetan Be- 
lief, than there are in the Jewiſb and Mahu- 
metan againſt the Chriſtian, which is a de- 
gree of Blaſphemy to ſuppoſe. But if there 


are Better Reaſons given in the Chriſtian Re- 


ligion for its Truth and Certainty, than in 
the Jewiſh or Mabomet an, and theſe Reaſons 
are Depoſited with the Church, and Preſer- 
ved by her, then every Private Fudgment is 
to ſubmit to theſe Reaſons, and conſequently 
is not at Liberty to refuſe them, or to chuſe 


either of the Three as it pleaſes. If it be 


ſaid, that every Private Fudgment may not 
Know or throughly Diſcern this Difference, 
for that Reaſon I inſiſt, that it has not a 
Power to Chuſe; I would aſk, If a Man 
turns from the Fewi/b or Turkiſh Faith, whi- 
ther he Sins, Yea or No? If he does not 


change upon full Conviction, then he ſins ; 


for whatſoever is not of Faith is Sin; If up- 


on full Conviction: whence has he thoſe Rea- 


ſons that work this Conviction in his Mind? 
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An Ess A on Chap. III. 
If they are different from thoſe of the Chri- 
ſtian Church, then are they not Chriſtian 
Reaſons, neither is he a True Chriſtian Who 


is Converted by them: If they are the Rea- 
ſons of the Church, then is the Church the 


Decider of the Controverſy, And conſequent- 
ly, the Deciſion and Choice do not Depend 
upon Private Judgment. 

3. The Aſlertors of Private Judgment Con- 


tend, Thar the Belief of a God Depends upon 


Private Judgment, and not upon Autbority ; 
That it would be Blaſphemy to put it upon any 
Human Authority, for that would ſer ſuch Au- 


rbority above God. If I believe James pou. 


zbe Word of John, I muſt have a greater Con- 
fdence in John than in James. If I believe 4 
God upon the Authority of any Church, it would 


certainly follow, that my Faith was more in 


zbat Church than in God. And it is Impoſſible 


J can be more ſure of any Thing, than of the 
Certainty of my own Judgment. 


To this the Reply is Eaſy : For if it be 


Blaſphemy to put the Belief of a God on any 
Human Authority, then it is Blaſphemy to 
put it upon the Authority of Private: Fudg- 


ment, for Private Judgment is the loweſt 


Human Authority in the Intellectual World. 


On the contrary, None but God can bear 
Witneſs to Himſelf, therefore I can and oughht 


to believe in him upon the Authority of the 


Church, for to the Church God has Commit- 


ted his Authority, and Reveal'd himſelf. 
The Believing James upon the Word of Fobn, 


Anſwers in the Objection to the Believing 


God upon the Authority of Private Judgment, 


that 1s, upon my own Word: And if by 
. ; this 


( 
{ 
] 
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this Argument I muſt have a greater Confi- 
dence in Fobn than in James, by the Paral- 
lel, I muſt have a greater Confidence in my 
Self than in God, which is moſt abſurd. 
But if I believe in God by the Authority of 
the Church, I believe in God by his own 
Authority, becauſe the Authority of the 
Church is Divine. By believing therefore in 
the Catholick Church, as the Creed teaches, I 


do believe in God, for the Church bears Te- 


ſtimony of Him, and I ſhould refuſe bim, if I 


_ refuſed the Church, It is very true, that 1 


cannot be more ſure of any Thing, than of 
the Certainty of my own Judgment, if the 


Meaning of this be, that lam certain I doJudge, 


_ whilſt I do Judge, which plainly Implies a 
_ Metaphyſical Certainty ; But if the Meaning 
be, that Nothing can be more certainly true, 


than what I Think or Judge to be true, the 


Propoſition is often falſe: and I am leſs certain 
of being true, when I rely upon my own 
Private Judgment, than when I rely upon 
the Judgment of the Church, which is Col- 
lected from much better Judgments than a- 
ny Private Member of the Church can pre- 
tend to. | . . 
4. A fourth Objection runs thus, That the 


Authority of the Church it ſelf is to be ſubmit- 


ted r9 Private Judgment, therefore Private 


Judgment muſt not ſubmit to the Authority of 


the Church, for that would bring a Fundamen- 
tal Doctrine into a Circle. But to this the 
Anſwer 1s, - 

That the Authority of the Church is not 
to be ſubmitted to Private Fudgments, for 
that would make every Part or Member of 
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the Church greater than the Whole; It is no 
Circle therefore when we ſay , that the 
Church has an Original Authority, and like 


thoſe: Powers to which the laſt Reſort is 
made, may aſlert its own Juriſdiction : be- 


cauſe its Original Power is immediately from 
God, and this Power was revealed for the 


Sake of Private Fudement, therefore Private 


Judgment is to ſubmit to it. 

5. It is Objected, That the Jewiſh Church 
by ber Authority did Condemn our Saviour, and 
Re ject his Doctrine: and the Romiſh Church at 


this very Day does Unchurch the Proteſtants, 


and reject the Reformation; Now if we are 10 


'. ſubmit to Church Authority, then we may be 


Papiſts or Jews as well as Chriſtians ; Bur if 
we are to lay aſide the Autbority of the Church, 


. zhen we are to be Determined by our own Pri- 
vate Judgment. But, | 
Ihe Conſequence is the ſame, if we are to 


be Determined by Private Fudgment ; For 


Men may and actually do chuſe every one 


of thoſe three Religions by their own Pri- 
date Judgment, Which conſequently is valid. 
In all Diſputes between Church and Church 
concerning their own Authority, there is no 


Appeal to Private Fudgments, for it would 


be ſenſeleſs to Appeal to Private Fudgments 


for the Authority of the Church, ſince there 


could be no ſuch Authority, if Private Fudg- 


ment might ſuperſede it. Nothing can ſuperſede 


the Authority of one Church, but the Superior 
Authority of another; Nor is it any Objection 
to the Authority of the Few//þChurch, that they 
exerciſed that Authority Tyrannically, for 
our Saviour ſays of the Scribes and — 

ä | tho' 
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tho' they were Vipers, Hypocrites, and Chil- 
dren of the Devil, That they fat in Moſes's 


Chair, that is, were Inveſted with his Au- 
thority; Now what could ſuperſede this 
Authority of the Few Church > Not the 
Private Judgment of Thoſe who thought it 

ſuperſeded becauſe they Abuſed it, but the 
Superior Authority of the Goſpel, to which 
the Law it felt bore Witneſs, and own'd it 
to be that Revelation of the Will of God, 
winch was to put an End to the Moſaick 
Inſtitution. So that, whoever chuſes the 
Chriſtian Religion before the Fewiſh, muſt 


plead this Authority of the Goſpel Superior 


to the Law of Moſes, and this Authority 
muſt Determine Private Fudements ; For if 
| Private Fudements were to Determine of 
this Authority, Judaiſm and Chriſtianity 
would be all one. The Same is the Caſe 
in the Diſpute between Papift and Prore- 
ſtant; It is not Private Judgment, but the 
Authority of the Primitive Church, that De- 


termines againſt and ſuperſedes the Autho- 


rity of the Church of Rome; He cannot be 


truly ſaid to be a Proteſtant, who Renoun- 
ces the Church of Rome upon a leſs Authe- 
rity than this; For whoever turns from a 


Religion Which He believed in his Private 
Judgment to be the only True Religion, to 
another, for Which he cannot give thoſe 


Reaſons which really make it a Purer Re- 
ligion than that he turned from, changes 


Without Faith, and is only an Implicit Be- 


liever. But if he changes upon the Supe- 


rior Reaſons and Publick Judgment of that 
Religion to Which he changes, though he 3s 
5 | | - convin- 
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convinced yet he is alſo obliged, and Con- 


ſequently it is the Authority of one Church 


Superior to another, and not Private Judg- 


ment, that makes a Man prefer the Chriſtian 


Faith to Judaiſm, or the Proteſtant Religion 
to Popery. | | ; 


6. A ſixth Objection advanced is this, 


That we receive the Scriptures themſelves upon 


the Teſtimony nor Authority of the Church, 


and this Teſtimony we examine as we do other 


Fats before we are ſatisfied in our Private 


Judgments; If I perſuade an Atheiſt to be- 
lieve 4 God, this does not give me Authority 
over Him, and it would be Blaſpbemy to ſay, 


He believed a God upon my Authority. 


— 


I have already granted, that we not only 


may, but ought throughly to examine the 
Teſtimony and Evidence of the Church, 
Nay to join our own Evidence to the Evi- 
dence of the Church, and to Give her the 
beſt Information we can; But ſtill we are 


to ſubmit our Judgments to the Church, and 
to be concluded by the Judgment of the 
Church; For the Church, though it be a 


Witneſs, yet is ſomething more; Ir has 
Authority, ſays the Church of England in 
her Articles, in Controverſies of Faith. If 
the Church be only a Witneſs, then every 


Man, every Member of the Church, is equal 


to the Church, for every Man to the Beſt of 
his Knowledge, may be a Witneſs to Chri- 
{tianity ; God is a Witneſs to himſelf in the 
Scripture, and Chrift is a Witneſs to the 


Truth of his own Goſpel; But is he not 


Something more? Does he not Command 
our Aſſent, and are we not Sinners, if we 
. refuſe 


7 
5 
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refuſe it? We may indeed refuſe both, be» 

cauſe we are Free Agents, but we ſhall be 

Damned if we Do: therefore their Teſtimo= 


ny is Authoritative, and we muſt be Con- 
cluded by it. The Church is obliged to ſa- 
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tisfy our Private Judgment by Reaſons, and Ot 
if we have other Reaſons we may ſatisfy + 
the Church: but ſtill we are to be concluded 5 
by the Laſt Publick Judgment, becauſe that 1 
is the beſt Reaſon, at leaſt Better than the 2 
| Reaſon of any Private Judge. If I can 6 
convince an Atheiſt, this gives me no Autho- 3 
rity over him, but it gives that Reaſon an . 
Authority over him, by which I convince £4 


A 


him. When he is convinced, either he muſt 
be convinced upon the Authority of his own 
Judgment, or upon my Authority, or upon 
the Authority of that Reaſon by which TI 
convince him ; If it be Blaſphemy to fay 
he 1s convinced, or he believes a God, up- 
on my Authority, much more is it ſo to 
ſay, he believes a God upon his own Au- 
thority: as he muſt do, if he be to be deter- 
mined by his own Judgment; But if he be 
convinced by the Divine Authority of that 
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Reaſon Which makes him a Believer, and 4. 
which I am the only Inſtrument to deliver 5 
to him, then the Blaſphemy is avoided; And wh 
conſequently, the Authority of Publick Rea- 2: 
ſon is to convince him, and not his own Pri- 9 


date Judgment. 8 „ 

- 7. It is urged, That the Church is not In- 
fallible, and conſequently may be Wrong, when 
perhaps any one Member of that Church may, 

be Right; And this is a Proof, that if Right 1s 
| | ' 3 Fo 
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to prevail, Private Judgment ought to ſuper- 
ſede the Authority of the Church. © 

This ſuppoſes that there 1s, or ought to be, 
an Infallible Fudge upon Earth, Which re- 


mains to be proved; And if there can be no 


Authority without Infallibility, then there 
is no Authority upon Earth, and conſequent- 
ly no Church, no Religion, no Government. 


But if Infallibility, like the Perfection God 


propoſes as a Pattern in holy Scripture, be 


made a Meaſure or Standard, though not 
wholly attainable: then he 1s moſt in the 
right, who follows that Guide, which ap- 


proaches neareſt to Infallible, that is, Which 
1s leaſt liable to be miſtaken, He therefore, 


who follows the Authority of the -Church 
before his own Private Judgment, is leaſt 


liable to be miſtaken, becauſe the Authority 
of the Church is founded upon the united 


Reaſon of the beſt Private Fudements, and 
conſequently comes neareſt to Infallible. 
As to the other part of the Objection, it is 


not pollible ſo long as there has been a Pure 


Church in the World, for any one Member 
of a corrupted Church, to be in the Right, in 
oppoſition to that corrupted Church, but he 
muſt ſupport his Opinion by the Reaſons and 


Authority of that Pure Church: So that ſtill, 


though a private Member of a Church may 
be Right when the Church is in the Wrong, 
yet ſo long as he proceeds in his Judgment 
upon the Authority of the Church in its Vu- 
rity, the Authority of the Church is fill 


good againſt that of Private Fudgme:r. 


8. If ie be true tl. Private Judgment 


wrt yield ro, and comply with Authority, then 


God 


1 r TT rr 


Chap. III. PRIVATE Juponr. 


God at the laſt Day will not Fudge every Man 
according to the ſincerity of his own Heart, but 
according as he has been Obedient to the 


Church. 


In anſwer to this, it is very certain, that 
every Man will be judged according to the 
Sincerity of his Heart, and according to thoſe 
Evidences of Truth which God has afforded 


him. But ſtill, though Sincerity be the chief 


Thing, yet ſince this Sincerity is to be 
founded on Knowledge, every Man will be 
accountable for that ſtock of Knowledge 
which he has acquired, though in this ac- 


count all due Allowance will be made to his 


Circumſtances. A ſincere Few muſt endea- 


vour to know the beſt Reaſons why he 1s 2 


Few, and ſo of the Pagan, and Chriſtian, 


and each in his Circumſtances is to endea- 
vour to find out the true Will of God: For 
Ignorance is a Sin if it be affected; Now he 


Who hearkens to the Authority of the 


Church, takes the beſt Method he can to ar- 


rive at the moral Certainty of all religious 
Truths, and conſequently, uſes his beſt en- 


deavours to avoid an affected and ſinful Ig- 


norance, Which will render his Sincerity ex- 
cuſable, if not Saving: So that even on the 


ſuppoſition of Sincerity, the Authority of 
the Church is greater than that of Privare 


Fudgment in Matters of Religion. If it be 


alked at the laſt Day, How we came to 


know no more of the Will of God? Will it 
be ſufficient to anſwer, That we were Igno- 
rant? Why then did we not hearken to the 
Church, which could have inſtructed us bet- 


ter? If we fay, that could not convince us; 
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will not the Reply be, Why then did we 
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not produce thoſe ſtronger Reaſons that 
ſhould have convinced the Church? So that 


ſince ſubmitting to the authoritative Reaſons 


of the Church, always reſerving a Power to 


enquire farther, is the beſt Method to know 


Religion: and ſince being obſtinate againſt 
this Method, muſt certainly appear to be a 
degree of affected Ignorance: and ſince at- 


fected Ignorance deſtroys Sincerity, without 


Which we cannot be ſaved, It follows, that 
even Sincerity in a great meaſure depends 
upon the Authority of the Church. 


9. It may be ſaid, That ſeveral Primitive 


Saints, and moſt of the Apoſtles themſelves, 


died Martyrs for their own Faith, and the 


aſſurance of their own Conſciences, in opprſiti- 


on to the publick Authority of thoſe Churches 


under which they were perſecuted: Which is 


a proof, that Private Conſcience or Judgment 


may often ſuperſeds the Authority of the 
Church, But | | 


Theſe Cafes happen under a degenerated 


or corrupted Church, or under a Pagan Go- 


vernment: and it 1s very true, that the 
Martyrs of old did often ſtand ſingle againſt 
the Authority ot that Church which con- 
demued them; But ftill they ſupported 


their own Private Judgment and Conſcience, 
with the Reaſons and Authority of a purer 


Church, than that under which they were 
condemned: If under a Pagan Government, 
then with the Reaſons and Authority of the 


Chriſl:an Church: If under a Popifh or Impure 


Chriſtian Church, then with the Keaſons and 
Authority of the Pure Primitive Chriſtian 
f Church. 


OR. 
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Church. Thus St. Paul himſelf, when per- 


ſecuted for his Faith he gave an Account of 
it before the Roman and Fewiſh Governors, 
does not advance his own Private Opinion 


againſt either Fews or Gentiles, but refers 


himſelf to the Anthority of a Purer Church, 


for the Evidence of his Faith; Aſter rhe 
way, ſays he, which they call Hereſy, ſo Nor- 
ſhip I the God of my Fathers, believing all 


things which are written in the Law and the 


Prophets; So that in all theſe Caſes the Pri- 


date Fudament of the Saints and Martyrs ſub- 


mits to the Judgment and Authority of the 


Church. 


10. A tenth Objection may be this, Thae 
if the Church has Authority over Private Con- 
ferences in Matters of Faith, then the Church 
may command our Faith, and oblige us to fol- 
low it blindly and implicitly; For whatever 
Body Politick has Authority, may command in 
thoſe Things to which that Authority extends, 
But, | 

This Objection ſuppoſes, that the Autho- 
rity of the Church is Abſolute and Unlimited, 
Whereas it is reſtrained to a Law or Rule, 


and can lead us no farther than this Law or 


Rule directs, which it is obliged to take a- 
long with it all the way, and to ſhew us 
every ſtep, how that Rule and its own Di- 


rect ions agree together. If it exceeds this 


Rule, or goes contrary to it, then we are 
at Liberty to Diſobey : Becauſe it has no 
Authority but by this Rule, and conſequent- 
ly its Authority ceaſes in thoſe things, which 
are not according to this Rule; And where 
there is no Authority, there we are not o- 
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when the Church exceeds her Authority , 
This is eaſily aſſerted in theſe Caſes; For 


the Church is obhged to convince us by Rea- 


ſon in every one Article, and if it cannot, 
that muit be becauſe of ſome clearer Evidence 
from Scripture and the Primitive Church, 
ſo that ſtill it is the Authority of the Church 
that directs our Private Judgment, and con- 
ſequently is Superior to it. To diſbelieve 
or oppoſe a Church upon the Doctrine of 
ont Saviour and his Apoſtles, or upon the Au- 


thority of the Primitive Church, is not op- 


poſing our Private Judgment to the Judg- 
ment of the Church, but oppoſing the uſur- 


ped or abuſed Authority of a corrupt Church, 


upon the Authority of a Pure Church: So 


that ſtill it is the Authority of the Church, 


and not our own Private Judgment only, 
that is to direct us in Matters of Religion. 


I. It will be ſaid, That F the Church is 


obliged to give a Reaſon of that Faith which 
ſbe requires of ber Members, then this Reaſon 


muſt be admitted by private Fudges, before 


they are convinced; and if they are convinced 
by Reaſon, then it is Reaſon and not Authority 
which ig ro direct Private Judgment. 

This Objection ſuppoſes, that Reaſon and 


Authority are inconſiſtent, whereas they 
ought always to go together; If therefore 


the Reaſon of the Church convinces, this 
very Conviction is obligatory, and con- 


ſequently ſuperadds the Sanction of Autho- 


_ rity. If the Reaſon of the Church had no 


Authority, then the Reafon of the Church 
could not oblige, and conſequently a Man 
( might 
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might be of a Faith or of a Religion for 
which he had no Reaſon, Which is abſurd : 
therefore the Reaſons of the Church muſt 
infer a Degree of Authority, and conſequent- 
ly Reaſon and Authority are not Inconſi- 
ſtent, Neither does one of theſe vacate the 
bother, but on the contrary, includes it. It 
1s very true, we muſt admit and embrace 
the Reaſons of the Church, before we are 
convinced : and by our admitting them, we 
make them our own, and may then be ſaid 


to be convinced by our own Private Fuds- 


ment; But if we make them our own, be- 


cauſe they come from the Church, as the 
| Beſt that can be had in her Communion, 


With a free Allowance to us to produce Bet- 
ter, Then though the Reaſons become our 
own, yet the Authority that impoſes them, 


remains in the Church. If no Religious 


Truths are Self. evident, but depend upon 
2 Witneſs, and if the beſt Witneſs be the 


Church, then the Reaſons of the Church can 
not be rejected without Sin, And conſe- 


quently, thoſe Reaſons are Authoritative, and 
{o ſuperior to our Private Fudgment. 

12. If by our Reaſon we may inform the 
Church and ſet ber Right, notwithſtanding ber 
Authority, then our Private Judgment may 
ſuperſede, and ſet afide, the Judgment and 
Authority of the Church. es 
This is granted, that we may convince 
the Church by Private Reaſon, that 1s, by 
Reaſon conveyed through Private Hands, 
and the Church is obliged to Hearken to and 


Reform upon ſuch Conviction, For We are 


to hearken to, and obey Truth, Whenceſoever 
8 8 F 4+ - it 
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An EssAx on Chap. III. 
it comes. But then the Church is to judge 
of the Truth of our Reaſons, and to exa- 
mine them throughly and to give Authority 
to them, ſo that they ſhall become the Rea- 
ſons of the Church and be made Obligatory 
to others; Therefore this is ſtill a farther 
proof, that the Authority of the Church 1s 
Superior to our Private Judgment, becauſe 
it can add a Sanction to our Private Fudg- 
ment, Which it had not before. But if the 


Church rejects our Reaſons, we are to ac- 


quieſce in that Judgment: whereas if we 
reject the Church's Reaſons, the Church is 
not to acquieſce in our Judgment; So that ſtill 
the Authority of the Church is Superior to 
the Authority of our Private Judgment. 
The Church is no Where commanded to 
ſubmit to any one of its own Private Mem- 
bers, but the Members are commanded to 
ſubmit to the Church. Beſides, if the find- 


ing out the True Religion or the True Church 
Wire a Secret in Nature, or one of the Deſi- 


derata in the Commonwealth of Learning, 
then indeed every Man's Private Reaſon 
Would be inveſted with full Authority to 
contribute towards the Diſcovery; But ſince 
there has been a True Church actually exi- 
ſting, and ſince there is a Written Model of 
this Church, We can give no Reaſons to con- 
vince any Church, but what are taken from 


this Model, and from that true Pure Church: 


of both Which the Reaſons are Publick and 
Authoritative, ſo that ſtill there is an Au- 
thority in the Church, Superior to our Pri- 
vate Judgment. 5 


13. If 
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13. If in order to the Finding out of "i 
Truth, the Church is to Give Reaſons to its 2 
Private Members and to Convince them : andif 
Every Private Member is Obliged to Give his 


Reaſons, in order to Convince and Reform the 


Church: Who ſhall be Fudge between theſe for 


n 
N 799 2 : x us 
gan en, 7 482 * 


the Eſtabliſbing of Truth? | 4 
To this we Anſwer, that ſuch a Contro- 5 
verſy is Lawtul, and by this we own there 5 
is an Authority belonging to Private Fudg- 1 
ment, as well as to the judgment of the Wo 
Church: But only we would have one Su- © 
perior to the other. Now in this Search af- By 
ter Truth and Controverſy about it, they are 5 
both thus far upon the Level, that Both may it 
Enquire, -and Know, and Find out as much 2 
Truth at they can: But ſince there is no RN 
Judge between theſe two, For who can be He 
that Judge? Not God: for then Revelation 1 
would not Ceaſe : Not Man, for that is the SY 
ſame thing, ſince Man and Man, whither 5 
Single or in Bodies, are ſuppos'd in this Caſe be 
to be Equal; therefore, that there may be a + 
Deciſion one way or other, in order to the wy 
Eſtabliſhing of Truth, It muſt follow, that | 8 
tho' there is an Equal Liberty of Reaſoning = 
on Both ſides, yet there is more Autho- 21 
rity on One fide than on the other , For 12 
Without this no Deciſion could be made. 15 
The Queſtion then is not, Who is Judge? 4 
For there is none, neither can be, without 5 
2 Divine Interpoſition ; For without a Di- 7 
vine Interpoſition, there can be only a Hu- 5 
man Judgment, and then we are where we 1 
were; But the Queſtion is, which of the 4 
Two Parties, has moſt Right to Determine 5 
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the Other: And this I think may be Deci- 
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ded to a Demonſtration; The Church is ob- 


liged at all times to Collect all the Reaſons 


that Every Private Judge, Who is a Member 
of that Church, can produce, and every Pri- 


vate {udse is to Collect his Reaſons, and to 


tell them to the Church: Whence it is plain, 
that Every Church has or ought to have all 
the Reaſons of Every Private Fudgment, that 
belongs to it, and has therefore all the Rea- 


ſons that any one Private Judge can pretend 


to and more: But no one Private Judge can 
have more Reaſons than the Church, for if 


it has it is obliged to Communicate them, 


and thereby they become the Church's: It 
is therefore as unreaſonable that Private Judg- 
ment ſhould Determine the Authority of the 
Church, as it is abſurd for the Leſs to In- 
clude the Greater, The Church has all the 
Knowledge of every Member, and may have 
more, but no one Member has more Know- 
ledge than the Church, becauſe then he would 
Sin in not communicating it. therefore the Au- 
thority ought to Go on that Side, where is the 
Greateſt Stock of Knowledge, and conſequent- 


ly the Authority of the Church is Superior to 


that of Private Judgment. If there be ſuch a 
Thing as Truth, it muſt be Determined, other- 
Wiſe Every Private Judgment muſt make 
Truth, and then Contradictions, as We have 
ſeen, would be True, becauſe Contradictions 
might be Supported by Private Judgment; 
Since therefore Truth muſt be Determined, and 


ſince there is no Judge Superior to, or Inter- 


poſing between the Parties, and all Mankind 
are in the Nature of Enquirers, or Searchers 
| . | | | after 


Chap. III. PRIVATE JupouExr. 

after Truth, therefore there muſt be a Power 
in ſome of theſe, to Collect the Evidences, 
and to Form a judgment upon the Beſt En- 


quiry, which ſhall not preclude any from 
making a Farther Diſcovery, but yet ſhall 


be binding till a Better Diſcovery is made. 
Where there is no Infallible Judge, this is 


the Beſt Fallible Method of Determining 


concerning Truth: Now ſince This Power 
belongs to the Church, It does not deſtroy 


Private udgment, becauſe it leaves it at 
Liberty to make what Enquiries 1t pleaſes, 
and takes thoſe Enquiries into the Publick 
Judgment: But ftill its Decrees are Binding 
tor the Preſent, and conſequently, the Judg- 
ment and Authority of the Church is ſupe- 


rior to Private Fudzment, and may Vacate ' 


and Superſede it. ; 
Theſe are the moſt Material Objections 


uſually made to the Doctrine laid down in 
the Second Chapter, which I have ſtated as 


fully as if they were my own Sentiments 
and Opinions; and I deſire the Reader would 
compare them, and the Anſwers I have 
made to them, with the very ſame Indiffe- 
rence. 1 . 
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An Es84av on Chap. IV. 


CHAP. IV. 


Implicit Faith. In what the Nature 
of it Conſiſts, and how far it is Crimi- 
nal, and Deſiruttive of Religion. 


1 all Diſputes concerning Private Judg- 
ment, there is Frequent Mention of Im- 


policit Faith. This is every where repreſen- 
ted by the Enemies to Church- Power, as 


a very Heinous Sin againſt God, a Forfei- 
ture of that Reaſon which he has Given Us, 
a4 Notorious Violation of the Rights and Li- 


berties of Mankind, and a Diſtinguiſhing 


Mark of Popery and Religious Slavery. 


Their Stile upon this Head is very Extraor- 


dinary: Free-Thinkers Would not be Thought 
to Rail, and When they do it with more 


than ordinary Vehemence, even at Vice it 
Self, there is always ſome Secret Deſign in 


View, which is moſt commonly This; They 
enlarge the Idea of that Vice they rail at, 
by the Extravagance of the Satyr; For 
When. they have made it very Terrible, 
Mankind is the more careful to avoid it; 
and fo when they call any thing by that 
Name, tho' it be miſcalled, the Unthinking 


Vulgar loſe all that Attention which ſhould = 
be employed in Detecting the Fallacy, by 
Declaring againſt it with all that Pathon, 
Which theſe Artiſts had raiſed in them for 


this very Purpoſe, not conſidering, whether 
this be really the Vice or no, but how much 


it is to be avoided. Thus Popery was once 


{ey 
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ſet out in ſuch hideous Colours, that the Peo- 
ple thought there was ſcarce any other Ini- 
quity : And after that , whatever was cal- 
led Popery, Right or Wrong , became an 
Abomination. It may be Doubted, whether 
the ſame be not the Caſe with Reſpect to 
Implicit Faith ; The Free-Thinkers call this 
one of the moſt Helliſh Things in Nature; 


and after that, If you talk of any ſuch 
Thing as Submiſſion to the Church, It is 
preſently ſtiled Implicit Faith, and then you 


can defend it no longer. By theſe Means, 
the Idea of Implicit Faith is Strangely en- 
larged, and made to Signify more than. can 
be imagined Was ever meant by theſe Terms, 


when firſt they came in uſe among Chri- 


ſtians. In Order therefore to ſet this Mat- 
ter Right, I ſhall examine the Meaning of 
the Word, what the Idea imports, and of 
what Nature the Crime is which goes by 
this Name, how Heinous and how Dange- 
rous ; This is Extremely Necellary towards 
a Right underſtanding of the Nature of 
Private Fudement, becauſe it is ſuppoſed to 
be that Sin we run into, when we ſet aſide 
Private Judgment, or Do in any Senſe Submit 
to the Judgment of the Church. 

Faith, we are told, is the Evidence of 
. Things not ſeen. or in other words, It is an 
Aſent of the Mind to. ſomething aſſerted or 
related, founded on the Credit and Authority 
of him who relates it; And becaule the Scrip- 
tures are the ſole Rule of Theological Faith, 
and theſe are from God: Therefore, Theo- 
logical Faith is commonly defined to be An 
Aſent of the Hind to ſome Religious Propoſe- 


tion, 
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An Es sax on Chap. IV. 
tion, upon the Autbority of God the Propoſer. 
Now this definition plainly ſuppoſes the 
Scriptures: to be a Rule received by us, 
Whereas it is a very Neceſſary and Funda- 
mental Article of Faith, to believe, that the 
Scriptures are from God, and that thoſe Books 


Which are received among us under that 


Name, are the Real and Genuine Scriptures; 


Now this Article we receive upon the Tra- 


dition and authoritative Teſtimony of the 


Church, and therefore Belief in the Ca- 


tholick Church is a part of our Creed, and 


conſequently, the Authority of the Church 


may reaſonably be added even to the Defi- 
nition of Theological Faith. | ” 
To make the Idea of Theological Faith 
complete, theſe things are requiſite; 1/t. That 
we Believe the Thing propoſed to be part of 


Divine Revelation, that is, to come from 


God. 24dly. That we throughly underſtand 
the meaning of thoſe Terms, in which the 


Propoſition is delivered. And 34ly. That 
. the Propoſition be ſuch, as we ſhould not 


reaſonably aſlent to, had it not been for the 
Authority of God who propoſed it. 
In this account of Faith, it 1s eaſy to find, 


how far Human Reaſon or Knowlege goes 


along with it, and aſſiſts it: and where it 
ceaſes from enquiring, and ſubmits to it. 
Human Reaſon is to aſſiſt us, in diſcovering 
and apprehending thoſe Arguments, by which 


the Scriptures are proved to be the Genuine 


Word of God, and the Grounds upon which 
the Authority of the Church is in this Caſe 
founded, and how far that Authority ex- 
tends. Human Reaſon is to aſſiſt us in find- 
„ ing 
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ing out the true meaning of the Propoſition 


to be believed, and what Ideas the Words, 
of Which that Propoſition conſiſts, convey 
to our Mind; And Human Reaſon afliſts us, 


in diſcovering the utmoſt Meaſure and Stan- 


dard of our own Underſtanding, fo as that 


We may be able to tell what exceeds and 


ſurpaſſes our comprehenſion ; and alſo in ex- 


amining,whether the Thing propoſed contra- 
dicts any other part of the divine Will, or 
any other Law Which God has delivered to 
Mankind ; For then we may and ought to 
reject it. But farther than this Human Rea- 
ſon cannot go with Safety, or Without Inju- 


ry to that God, who gave us our Reaſon, and 


therefore may command it at his Pleaſure ; 
We are not to enquire, why God has p- po- 
ſed ſuch and ſuch Objects of our Faith; We 
are not to examine into the Agreement of the 
Thing propoſed with our Senſes or Natural 
Reaſon, or to endeavour to comprehend how 
at can be; But we are to believe it, though it 
be above our Capacity and beyond our Sen- 
ſes; For by this act of Believing We own 
the Superior Infinite Wiſdom of God, Which 
is a proof of the high Thoughts and awful 
Notions we entertain of the Deity, and up- 
on ſuch Notions his Worſhip is founded ; So 
that although the things believed are above 
Senſe and Reaſon, yet the very act of be- 
lieving is a very neceſſary and reaſonable 
Pur» 
= this account of True Chriſtian Faith, 
we ſhall be the better enabled to diſcover, 
when, and by what means, Faith comes to 
be bun or corrupted, and particularly 


What 
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An Es sAx on Chap. IV. 
what we mean by Implicit Faith. The Eti- 
mology of the word imports à Faith, that 
is Twiſted, Inter woven, or Folded up with 
ſomething elſe; So that it is no longer in 
our own Power, but may be drawn or led 


away by that, to which it has ſurrendred up 


it ſelf, and with which it is ſo Twiſted and 


Interwoven. In the Deſcriptions at large 
of this Faith, They are ſaid to be Implicit 
Believers, who blindly follow others, de- 


liver up their Senſes to them, ſay as they 
ſay, and believe as they believe, and conſent 
to have themſelves deprived of the uſe of 
their own Reaſon. Whence it 1s plain, that 


Jo far as Reaſon and Senſe are concerned in 
the making our Faith perfect, ſo far we may 


be guilty of this Sin of Luplicit Faith, by 
giving up that Reaſon to others. | 


Weare to make uſe of our Reaſon and Sen- 


ſes explicitly, In finding out and knowing the 


Scriptures to be the true and genuine Word of 
God, and upon what Arguments the Authority 


of the Church in this Caſe is founded; He 


therefore, who blindly ſubmits his Reaſon to 
another, ſo as to let him impoſe Scripture upon 
him, to add to or to detract from God's 
Word, or to give a Divine Authority to Hu- 
man Inventions, or to Silence him with the 
abſolute Authority of the Preſent Church, 


Without proving its Succeſſion, and Agree- 


ment with the Chriſtian Church in all Ages, 
That Man, Who ſubmits to ſuch a Tyranny 
and Dominion over his Faith, is guilty of 


this Sin, and may be juſtly called an Dnplicir 


Believer, © 


Our 
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Our Reaſon and our Senſes are to aſſiſt 


us, in finding out and diſcovering the true 
Meaning of the Propoſition to be believed, and 


What Ideas the Words, in Which it is deli- 


vered, convey to our Mind; He therefore 
who pleads an Authority to blind us in this 
Caſe, who refuſes to let us know the whole 
Will of God, who delivers the Scriptures to 


us in an unknown Tongue, and claims the 


ſame Authority to Interpret them, as the 
Apoſtles did to Reveal them; He who di- 


ſtorts or wreſts a Text to any Meaning that 


may ſerve a Temporal Intereſt, or ſupport 
Church-Authority in any of its Uſurpations, 
Such a one Impoſes on us: and if we yield 
to him, we are, in this Particular, guilty of 
Implicit Faith. | 8 

Human Reaſon and our own Senſes may 
aſſiſt us in diſcovering and finding out the 
true Meaſure and Standard of our own Ca- 


pacity, and in comparing the ſeveral Parts 


of God's Word with one another, fo as that 
we may be able to tell, when the Thing pro- 


poſed to be believed, contradicts any one Pro- 


poſition in Holy Scripture, or when it con- 


tradicts Common Senſe, and when it only 
_ exceeds or ſurpaſſes it; Should any one there - 


fore go about to perſuade us to believe Con- 
tradictions, or ſuch Articles as utterly take 
away the Evidences of Senſe; or ſuch as 
plainly and notoriouſly deſtroy ſoine Part of 


Revealed Religion, and fhould plear the ab- 


ſolute Authority of the Church for this: Such 


a Pretended Guide Impoſes on us: and if We 


follow him, we are Guilty of the Sin of u- 
flicit Faith, and cannot juſtly be called True 
Believers, | G Theſe 
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A4 Ess Ar on Chap. IV. 
Theſe are the moſt remarkable Caſes, in 
Which we can incur this Guilt; becauſe theſe 


are the Caſes, in Which Reaſon can aſſiſt us 


in our Faith, and it is the Surrender of our 


Reaſon that makes Faith Implicit. 


The Heinouſneſs of this Crime will eaſily 
appear from the Deſcription of it; By this 
we not only hazard our own Salvation, but 
make Precedents for Error and Superſtition, 
in permitting Crafty and Deſigning Men to 
propagate a new Goſpel, which Chriſt ne- 
ver taught : and ſo to corrupt the old one by 


their falſe Interpretations, that from the 


flaviſh Conceſſions of a few, their Blaſphe- 
mies, Hereſies, and Innovations, by degrees 
ſpread over a Whole Church, and entail De- 
ſtruction to future Generations. This Sin is 
a Species of Idolatry ; For by it, we Deify 
the Opinions of mere Men like our ſelves, 


and make them equal in Authority to Divine 


Revelation. This ſlaviſn Submiſſion has in 
Fact been the Occaſion of all that Spiritual 


Tyranny, which has overſpread Chriſtianity; 


The Pretence 1s giving Honour to theChurch 
and Increaſing her Authority, but in reali- 
ty nothing can be more to her Diſadvan- 
tage : for by the Forfeiture of our Reaſon, 
we deprive our ſelves of that, which makes 
us a Witneſs for and with the Church, and 
to the utmoſt of our Power, Propagators of 


that Truth, which ſhe profeſſes. Should any 


of our Governours through Malice, Pride, 
Ambition, or any other ſiniſter Principle, 
endeavour to bring in Errors and Corrup- 
tions, this empowers every Member to op- 


Poſe the Innovation, and may perhaps ena- 
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ble him to Save a Church from Degeneracy ; 
For all uſurped Power 1s the Degeneracy of 


the Church, and will make way for a Re- 
formation, which may perhaps ſtrip her even 


of her Juſt Rights, as well as thoſe which 
ſhe had no Title to. | | | 


But tho* we are to Avoid ſo heinous a Sin, 


yet we are not for that reaſon to liſten to 


the Wiles of thoſe, who call many things, 
Good and Lawful in themſelves, by This 


odious Name, on purpoſe to promote De- 


ſigns of another ſort, equally pernicious; To 
call Good Evil, is as. bad as to call Evil 


Good: A Miſtake on either fide is of Fatal 
_ Conſequence, . We have ſeen the Nature of 
Implicit Faith, and in what Particulars Men 


may be Guilty of it : And we have ſhewn, 
that, in General, Men may be ſaid to be 


Implicit Believers, when they part with their 


Reaſon to others, in all thoſe Caſes, in which 


it is of Uſe to them in the attainment of 


True Chriſtian Faith. But now there are 


ſome Caſes, in which we cannot ſafely fol- 
low our own Reaſon without Sin ; The. 


moſt remarkable Inſtance of this, 1s in the 


very Act and Eſſence of believing, where 


Reaſon ceaſes, and ſurrenders it ſelf to the 
Authority of God ; Here therefore we no 
longer depend on our ſelves, and may not 
Improperly be ſaid to be Implici: Behevers, 


and yet ſo far from being Guilty of Sin, 


that ſuch a Faith 1s our Reaſonable Duty 


and Service. Thus, when we are ſatisfied, 
that the Propoſition to be believed comes 


from God, and, that we throughly under- 
ſtand the meaning of it, and all this by the 
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in ern. 
Strength of our Reaſon: yet if the Propoſi- 


tion it ſelf exceeds our Reaſon, and we 
cannot comprehend it, We muſt believe it 


notwithſtanding, becauſe God has ſaid it; 


So that here we drop our Reaſon, we be- 


Leve without it, we ſubmit and give it up 


to God, and conſequently we believe Impl:- 
citly; And yet this is our Duty and Reaſon- 
able Service; For it is Reaſonable, that God 
ſhould be True and every Man a Liar, and 
it is as Reaſonable for us to believe his Yords 


though we cannot comprehend them, as we 


believe his Yorks, though they too exceed our 
Comprehenſion as much as the other. 

_ There is another Cafe, in which Implicir 
Faith ſeems in ſome meaſure due to the 


Church. It is abſolutely neceſſary towards 


the Perfection of Faith, that we firmly be- 


lieve the Canon of Holy Scripture; How 


elſe can We be ſaid to believe any thing up- 
on the Authority of God who reveals it, 
unleſs we believe thoſe Books which con- 
tain the Articles of our Faith, to be the 
True Genuine Word of God? . Now it is 
very plain, we neither have, nor can have 
any other Proof of this, than the uninter- 
rupted Fradition of the Catholick Church. 
We have not the ſame Evidence of Senfe 
that the firſt Chriſtians had, before whom 
thoſe Miracles were wrought by Apoſtles 


and Evangeliſts, which plainly convinced 


them, that their Doctrines were from God. 
In this particular therefore, we muſt ſub- 
mit our Reaſon and Senſe to the Evidence 


and Authority of the Church, becauſe this 


13 the beſt Proof and Reaſon that can be had 
in 
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in the Caſe, ſince there is no proving a Re- 
cord by natural Arguments, nor any de- 
monſtrating it from the firſt Principles of 
Geometry: and therefore We may, upon 
this Account, be ſaid to believe Implicirly, 
and yet ſuch a Faith is Reaſonable and Ne- 
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ceſſary, becauſe Without it, We ſhould de- 


prive our ſelves of the only Rule of Faith, 
The Holy Scriptures. | 


Again. Knowledge and Reaſon, though 


they are always to be encouraged and Pro- 


moted, according to Mens Circumſtances and 


Abilities, yet ſince they do depend ſo much 
upon outward Circumſtances, both as to the 
Attainment and Improvement of them: It is 
impoſſible, ſince Mens Circumſtances differ 
ſo much, but that their Capacities and Stock 
of Wiſdom will be difterent too. Knowledge 
is a chargeable expenſive Good, and exceeds 
the Fortunes of the Generality of Mankind: 
Whence it comes to paſs, that the Ignorant 
and literate are the Majority in every 
Kingdom: And it is not only Fact that they 
are ſo, but perhaps they could not well be 
otherwiſe without Sin; For a Poor Man to 


Neglect his Trade, Buſineſs, or Family, in 


ſearch of Learning, which he is not ſure of 
attaining to any greater Degree, than only 
to make him Opinionative, Captious, or Ob- 


ſtinate, is neither Prudent, nor Excuſeable 


in the Sight of God; We ſay indeed, that 
every Man has Knowledge enough, or may 
have enough, to ſave him: But this is a mere 
Quibble: for they Who uſe this Aphoriſm for 
an Argument, believe that every Man's 


Knowledge will Save him, tho all he Knows, 
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be in it ſelf Ignorance and Abſurdity : and 
this makes no difference between Know- 
ledge and Ignorance. Again, we are 
told, that God will require no more of a 
Man than he has given, and this is underſtood 
of the Talents of Senſe and Learning more 
particularly: but then God has given us In- 
ſtructors, and the Knowledge here meant 
may be underſtood to comprehend the Rules 
and Maxims they teach us, as Well as thoſe 
which we have found out by our own Study 
and Induſtry; So that ſtill, though it may 
be true, that the meaneſt Members of the 
Chriſtian Church may have Knowledge e- 
nough to Save them, if they will Submit to 
the Inſtructions and Reaſons of their Guides, 
yet it is impollible but that the Greateſt part 
of Chriitian Believers muſt be ſo far Igno- 
rant, as not to be able to Comprehend all 
the Reaſons, why they believe and Profeſs 
What is taught them, and therefore ſo far 
they are under a Neceiſity of believing Im- 
licitly; And of this I ſhall give ſome In- 

— in Things of the firſt Importance. 
The generality of Believers in any one 
National Church, neither can, nor ought to 
_ underſtand thoſe Learned Languages, in 
Which the Scriptures were originally deli- 
vered, and therefore muſt depend upon their 
National Church, for the Veracity of that 
Tranſlation which comes to them in their 
Mother Tongue; Their Bible is not an Ori- 
_ ginal, nor yet a Copy, but the Tranſlation. 
of a Copy, and being the Work of Fallible 
Men, muſt conſequently be liable to Miſtakes 
It is very . that here in England, 
e, eee 


. 
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there is a Whole Sect of Diſſenters, who, by 
diſclaiming, at leaſt by diſuſing, this ſort 
of Learning, are obliged to depend for their 
Scriptures upon the Authority and Evidence 
of our Church, even whilft they deny her 
all Authority Whatever, and ſet themſelves 
up in direct Oppoſition to her. Now ſince 
the Believing that we have the true Scrip- 
tures, is certainly a Fundamental: and ſince 


the Generality of Chriſtians are obliged to 


depend in this Caſe upon the Evidence and 
Authority of the Church, and ſince ſach a 
dependance is founded on the Knowledge o 
others and our own Ignorance, ſuch a way 
of aſſenting may be called Puplicit Faith, 


and yet we ſee in this Caſe, it is highly Rea- 


ſonable and abſolutely Neceſlary. | 

How many thouſands are there among us, 
whom it were horrid uncharitableneſs to 
ſuppoſe God would not accept at the laft 
Day as true Members of his Church, who 
yet have not, nor can have, the ſame Ideas 
of the very firſt Principles of Religion, that 
more knowing Chrſtians have in the very 
ſame Communion ; Such as the Incarnation, 


Divine Inſpiration, the Catholick Church, 


the Sacraments, the Kingdom of Chriſt and 
the like, Which are Fundamental Points, and 
are contained in our Creeds and Catechiſms, 
which the nieaneſt are obliged to learn; Now 
conſider, into What a Wretched Dilemma 
theſe bring themſelves; If they do not un- 
derſtand theſe Things, then they do not be- 
heve them aright, for that is [mplicit Faith : 
and yet it is plain they do not underſtand 
them ; But on the other hand, it they do 
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not believe them, then are they no Chri- 
ſtians, and ſo both ways liable to Damnati- 


on; Since therefore they are Chriſtians, and 


lince they are Believers, and will no doubt 
be accepted as ſuch, it is plain their Belief 
ariſes from that Aſſent, which they, by 
their outward Profeſſion, give to the Church 
and her Articles, conſiſtent with a willing- 
neſs at all times to be better Inſtructed in 

them; And yet this may be called, and re- 
ally is, an Implicit Belief but withal {o Rea- 


ſonable and Neceſſary, that without it, the 


better half of Mankind would be excluded 
the Poſſibility of Eternal Salvation. 

We are all Saved by Inputative Righteoul- 
neſs, becauſe it is out of our own Power 
to be Perfect; Now where Knowledge is in 
the ſame manner out of our Power, Faith, 
Which cannot be without Knowledge, and 
without which we cannot be ſaved, muſt 
be alſo imputed to us, and this will make 
Faith Iwplicir; If by my utmoſt endeavours 
I ſtrive for Perfection i in Righteouſneſs, tho 
I cannot attain it, yet the ſincerity of my 
Endeavours ſhall give me a Claim to it: 
And by the ſame Rule, if the Faith of the 


Church be Pure and Perfect, and yet Perfect 


Faith cannot be without Perfect Knowledge, 
2 ſincere Endeavour in me, who am igno- 
rant and incapable to attain that: Knowledge, 


| ſhall intitle me to that Faith, which upon 
full Knowledge the Church retains: and 


yet this Faith is by Imputation, and is 
owing to my Faith in the Church which 


Was without Knowledge, and conſequent- 


ly 18 boplicit : So that el. e 
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is not in it ſelf dangerous and ſinful. 
The Faith of the Church, and all the Beye- 
fits of its Communion, are imputed tò In- 
fants, only by their Aſſent to her Articles in 
Baptiſm: Which Faith is plainly Impliciz,with- 
out Knowledge and by Proxies; Now Infants 
are not at that time, when they are reckoned 


among the number of Believers, ſo much as 
capable even of endeavouring to know 


what the Faith of the Church is; Much 
more ſhall a hearty endeavour to know the 


Faith of the Church denominate a Man a 


True Chriſtian, whoſe Ignorance 1s not only 
equally unavoidable with that of an Infant, 


but in whom it would be Sin to attempt 


the attaining that degree of Knowledge, 
which is neceſſary to ſupport the Faith of 
the Church; It is impoſſible therefore, but 
his Faith muſt be in ſome meaſure Implicer, 


and yet he cannot be ſaved but by his own 


Faith: Therefore it muſt follow, that either 
the ſincereſt Chriſtian cannot be ſaved, or 
| elſe that he may be ſaved by Implicit Faith, 
The Caſe of a good Chriſtian or Church- 
man is, in this particular, exactly the ſame 
with that of a good Subject, as it is apply- 
ed to the Majority and Maſs of the People 
It is enough for ſuch a one, that he be Peace- 


able and Obedient, willing to be Inſtructed 


and directed, though he does not throughly 
underſtand the Nature of. the Conſtitution, 


or the juſt meaſures of his own Submithon 


and Allegiance, without which he cannot 
be ſaid to be able to aſſert or defend it. 
By this Account of Implicit Faith, where, 


and in what Cafes, it is, if not a Vertue 


and 
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An Ess Ax on Chap. IV. 
and Duty, yet an excuſable Imperfection, 
and how far it is Heinous and Criminal, it 
is eaſy to obſerve, What alterations this 
makes in the Authority and Extent of Pr:- . 
vate Judgment. Where we cannot uſe our 
own Reaſon with Safety, as in the Caſes 
laid down, I have plainly ſhew'd we can- 
not, there Private * muſt give way 
to the Authority of the Church. Faith is a 
Collection of Principles, Which make a Sa- 
cred Depoſitum, entruſted With the Church, 
the Belief of which ſhe is to require of all 


thoſe who Liſt in her Communion: and 


therefore to her we mult be accountable for 
our Conformity or Diſſent to every one of 
theſe; for which Reaſon the Church of Eng- 
land claims Authority in Controverſies of Faith; 


And in the Exerciſe of this Authority, every 


Member or Private Judge may and ought to 
aſſiſt her, but the Publick Judgment muſt be 
hers, and therefore Private Judgment muſt 
ſubmit to it: otherwiſe the Publick Judg- 
ment would be in vain, and the Faith of 
the Church ſoon come to be no more, than 
only the Caſting up of a Poll, or the Summ 
Total of Suffrages and Private Opinions. 


CHAP. 


Chap. V. PRIVATE JUDGMENT. 


+ "Rar 
Of the Freedom of Private Judgment. 
How it is to be Regulated. When it 


. may be of Uſe to the Church, and when 
Dangerous, and Deſtructive. - 


1 is an Authority belonging to the 


bliſh, and therefore One muſt not deſtroy 
the Other. Now Abſolute Power deſtroys 
Liberty, and Abſolute Liberty deſtroys 
Power; For where any one has all the 


Power, who can be Free? And where all 


are Free 1n every thing, who can have any 


Power? Both therefore muſt be Reſtrained; 


The Abſolute Power of the Church Introdu- 


ces a Slaviſh, Blind, Criminal Buplicit Faith > 


and the Unlimited Freedom of Private Judg- 
ment Deſtroys the Unity of the Church, and 


Church of Chr:ft, and a Freedom be- 
longing to every Member of that Church 
Both theſe the Scriptures Confirm and Eſta- 
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brings in Diviſions, Quarrels, War, Blood- 


ſhed, and every thing that may Ruin and 
Diſtract a People. Freedom is Indeed a 


Word whoſe very Sound is Muſical, and 


wherever it is heard, the Mob far and near 
Will dance after it; But where there is ſo 
much Pleaſure and Allurement, there 1s the 
Greater Danger of Exceſs, for which reaſon 
we ought to be Careful in Reſtraining it 
within its Due Bounds. . Now inſtead of 
ſuch a Reftraint, there is no End of the De- 
clamations of thoſe Writers, who appear a 
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An Ess A on Chap. V. 
the Cauſe of Private Judgment, upon this Sub- 
ject; When Free-thinking is the Topick, 
there is no Moderation in their Harangues; 


They have made themſelves a Sect, and ta- 


ken their Name from this very Privilege, 
which they Magnify at ſuch a Rate, as if it 
were Incapable of running into Extravagan- 
ces. Now to ſet theſe Men Right, if I can 
ſhew , that there is a Freedom of a very 
Great Extent belonging to Private Fudement, 
and that this Freedom of Private Fudement 
is highly ſerviceable to the Church and Reli- 


gion; Then I hope all thoſe Clamours will 


ceaſe, by Which they Accuſe thoſe, who 
aſſert the Authority of the Church, as Ene- . 


mies to True Chriſtian Liberty, and Friends 


to the worſt ſort of Tyranny, that of the 
Soul; And after having Settled the Juſt 
bounds of this Liberty, I may be readily ex- 
cuſed, when I Undertake to Limit and Re- 
rain it. VVV 
Now I take it, that the Freedom of 
Private Judgment in Matters of Religion, 
conſiſts in having Free and Open Acceſs 
to all thoſe Truths, which it is poſſible 
for Human Reaſon or Private Judgment 
to Attain, and in 2 full Power to Rea- 
fon and Argue ' thereupon. * And is not 
this Liberty granted by the Church of Eng- 
land to all her Members? What does ſhe 


| Know, that the Meaneſt of her Communi- 


cants may not know too, if he will Search 
and Enquire after it? What Secret in Divi- 
nity 1s there, that ſhe has not Imparted in 
the Plaineſt Terms ? What Article has ſhe, 
„ — that 
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that reſtrains Private Perſons from Hearing, 
Reading, Diſputing, Searching, and Enqui- 
ring after Truth? The Church. is ſo far from 
tying up her Members, that ſhe aſſiſts them 
in this Caſe: and from time to time Com- 
municates ſuch Lights, as may promote the 
Diſcovery. Is there any Art or Science, 
Neceſſary to Enlighten Mankind, to Give 
them Juſt Notions of things, or to Arm their 
Minds with the Powers of Collecting, Diſ- 
cerning, Comparing, Dividing, and Judging 
of Ideas and Arguments of all Sorts, and in 
ſhort of Improving Human Reaſon to the 
utmoſt Stretch of all its Capacities, which 
our Church not only permits, but teaches 
and diſtributes with the Greateſt Chearful- 
neſs Imaginable ? Had our Priefts any My- 
ſteria Sacra, ſuch as the EFgyptians had, or 
any Reſerved Eharatters that made a Lan- 
guage and Craft of their Faith , had they 
8 any Inacceſſible Rites, any Pious Frauds pe- 
culiar to the Order, then Indeed the Laity 
might Complain of Prieſtcratt and Holy 
Jugling, and that they were left out of the 
Secret: But there is no Pretence for any 
thing of this Sort; Every one, according to | 
his Abilities and Circumſtances, may be as = 
Learned, and Know as much Divinity as he | 
can: And the Clergy are ſo far Agreeing to 
this, that they have drawn out the Whole 
Syſtem of their Faith and Diſcipline, with 
all the Reaſons that Support them, from the 
Dead Languages, in which they were here- 
tofore for the moſt part written by our Fore- 
fathers, and from that Obſcure Method of 
the Schools, and all that Cloud of Hard, In- 
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An Ess Ax on Chap. V. 
tricate, and Unintelligible Terms, in which 
they were ſo lately wrapped, into the Clear 
Sunſhine of Refined Language,and Admirable 
Method: Proclaiming a full and ample Al- 
lowance to all the Learned of all Orders, to 
bring forth their Strong Reaſons, and, if they 
could, Confute them: That in the Abun- 
dance of Free and Fair Reaſoning, Truth 
might be Eſtabliſhed. Private Fudement 
therefore, 1s not reſtrained from ſearching 
Freely atter all manner of Religions Truths. 
But farther ; 5 | 
Private Judgment may not only ſearch 
and enquire after all manner of Religious 
Truths, but may freely Communicate and 
Debate them, and have them tried by Oppo- 


ſition and Diſpute. In our Schools, all man- 


ner of Queſtions are freely Canvaſſed on 
Both Sides, and all manner of Arts taught, 


that may Improve and Refine Human Un- 


derſtanding. The Church has every Man's 
Conſcience under her Care, and is obliged 
to provide a Guide for it; who in all En- 
quiries after Truth, is a Fellow-Labourer with 
every Private Chriſtian, and ſtands obliged 
to Inſtruct the Ignorant, to Satisfy the Scru- 


pulous, to Convince the Weak, and to An- 


{wer the Cavils and Objections of the moſt 


Perverſe and Obſtinate, whilſt there ap- 


165 in them the Leaſt Shadow of a Sincere 
Mſpoſition to hearken to Truth, or to diſco- 


ver it. In ſhort, the ſame Power that be- 


long'd to every Learned Preacher , Doctor, 
Biſhop, or Martyr, who by his Labours con- 


_ tributed towards the Propagation of Reli- 


gious Truth, and for that is recorded __ 
| the 


Chap. V. PRIVATE JUDGMENT. 
the Champions of the Church, the ſame 
Right has every Private judge to contribute 


his Knowledge to the Publick, and to make 
as Diligent an Enquiry after Truth as he 


can: And if he either Confirms, Confutes, 


Reforms, or reſtores a Church, that is either 
ill-defended, or very Degenerate, the ſame 
ſhall his Reward be both Here and Hereaf- 
ter. And | ©: | 


This Liberty of Private Judgment is ſo 


far from being Dangerous to the Church, or 
Deſtructive of Chriſtianity : that on the Con- 
trary, It Conduces very much to its Happi- 


neſs and Eſtabliſnment. It is in the Multi- 


tude of thoſe Bleſſed Witneſſes, Saints, Mar- 


tyrs, Confeſſors, Fathers, Defenders, and 


Champions of the Church, Who When they 
Study'd, Wrote, and Argued for the Truth, 
were in the Nature of Private Judges only, 
that the Church has Formed ſo many Pub- 
lick Judgments, which ſhe now holds and 
maintains, and which are her Preſent Baſis 
and Support. Athanaſius, Chryſoſtom, Cyril, 
Luther, Cranmer, and other Great Reformers, 
were once but only as Private Judges : And 


yet by an Impartial Enquiry after Truth, 


and by Diſcovering and Manfully Oppoſing 


all Corruptions and Innovations in the Church, 


they Prevailed at laſt upon the Publick, Re- 

ſcued the Age from its Degeneracy , and 

made way for thoſe Publick Judgments, up- 

on which the Purer Chriſtian Churches do 
at preſent build their Faith. As the Chriſti- 


an Religion is a Reaſonable Syſtem, it can 
Never be better Supported, than by ſuch 
Arts as promote the Improvement of Hu- 


man 
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man Reaſon, to the Utmoſt : And therefore 


a Free, Open, and Impartial Enquiry after 
Truth, is of Great Uſe and Service to the 
Church. But Beſides. | 

This not only Serves to Keep a Church 
Pure and Uncorrupt at Home, but Strengthens 


it againſt any Attempts from Abroad; 
Should any of the Leſs purer Churches of 
Europe encourage Learning, and the Free 


Exercife of Arts and Sciences, how ſhould 
we be Able to Defend even Truth againſt 
Error, ſo well Recommended ? Or how 
ſnould we preſerve thoſe of our Members 


who travel, from being Seduced by the Su- 


_ Reaſonings of our Enemies? Whereas 
y allowing all the Members of our Church, 
the free and full Inſight into all Religions 


Learning, we take the Readieſt Method to 


Enlarge our Pale, and make Every one of 
our Scholars that Goes abroad; in his Con- 
verſation with Foreigners, a Miſſionary for 
Religion. | RE 

Nor is This All. A Conſcience throughly 
Informed is the Beſt Obligation to Obedi- 


ence. Church-Diſcipline, and the Anathe- 
ma's of the Clergy, are not in full Force, 


till they come to Bind the Inward Man as 
well as the Outward : For unleſs that be 
done, they do not anſwer thoſe holy Purpo- 
ſes for which they- were Intended, by Con- 
vincing the Mind as well as tying up the 


Hands or Tongue. Could the Laity be 


brought to a State of Downright Blindneſs 
and Inſenſible Stupidity under ſuch Yokes 
as the Clergy impoſed on them, a Set of Ho- 


ly Tyrants might perhaps thrive a while 


by 
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Chap. V. PRIVATE JUDGMENT. 
by a Courſe of Good Management; But ſince 
this is to be Deſpaired of: ſince they Know 


a Great Deal, why ſhould any thing be with- 


holden from them? For *tis Imperfect Know- 
ledge, that makes Hereticks, Schiſmaticks, 
and all Sorts of Church-Rebels : But Religion 
being all over the moſt Refined Reaſon of 
| God and Man, He who has it all, will 
think it a Demonſtration, that to be moſt 
Learned, is to be moſt Religious, and conſe- 


quently to be moſt Obedient ; The Juſt Free- 
dom therefore of Private Judgment, is, upon 


all theſe Accounts, very Uſeful and Servicea- 
ble to the Church  _ | 


Such and ſo Great is the Freedom of Pri. 


vate Fudgment ; But yet it is not an abſo- 
Jute Freedom: for then there could be no 


ſuch Thing as Authority: and without Au- 
thority there can be no Obedience, becauſe 


where there is Obedience, there we are not 


wholly and abſolutely Free; The Freedom 
therefore of Private Fudgment muſt be Re- 


ſtrained and Regulated: and of theſe Regu- 


lations I ſhall produce the moſt Material and 
General, with the Reaſons why they ought 
to take Place. 


Private Fudement muſt in the Firſt Place 
be Subject to a Rule in Matters of Religion; 


And it is agreeable to Right Reaſon it ſhould 


be ſo. If by Free Thinking, we Mean an 


| Exemption from all Manner of Firſt Princi- 
ples and Axioms, the State of a Free-Thin- 
ker is worſe than that of a Brute, nay worſe 


than that of an Inanimate Being; For theſe 


Creatures are by Nature. Confined to the 
Rule and Order of their Species, and it was 


the 
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An Es8av on Chap. V. 
the Creator's Will, they ſhould be ſo Confined, 


who certainly Conſulted their Utmoſt Hap- 


pineſs. It is not Freedom for the Sun to 
have a Power to move from North to South, 
or for the Stars to mingle and fly up and 
down at Random; This Liberty would be 
Deſtructive to thoſe Glorious Beings, and in 
2 Moment make the World a Chaos. Con- 


finement therefore is our Glory and our 
Happineſs, when it fixes us to that, which 


is for the Dignity of our Nature, Men may 
think Abſurdities, Nonſence, and Contradi- 


tions, but I hope no one Will like theſe the 


better, becauſe they are the Effects of Free 


Thinking, and the Liberty of Private Fudg. 
ment at large. Private Judgment therefore, 
muſt in Religion, as in all other Parts of 


Knowledge, proceed upon Principles admit- 
ted, and be ſubject to a Rule. The Contra- 


ry Notion deſtroys all Religion, and makes 
Fools, Atheiſts, Madmen, and Latitudina- 


__ _r1ans. 


chuſe its own Evidence for this Rule : and 
therefore muſt not Submit to it upon the 


fame Terms of Conviction, that it does to a 


Demonſtration in Euclid, or to any Propoſi- 


tion, whoſe Proof is Ratified by our Senſes; 


Such a Piece of Scepticiſm as this would be 
highly Unreaſonable, ſor it would Confound 
Arts and Sciences, and bring them All into 


One A Set of Principles, When they are 
branched out into Conſequences, may ap- 


pear as Different, as the Problems of Diſtinct 
and Different Arts; but ſo long as they a 
En : pen 


Suppoſing then , that the Goſpel is this | 
Rule, Private Judgment is not at Liberty to 


Chap. V. PRiv ATE Jupcaenrt. 
pend upon the ſame Evidence of Senſe, they 


will, when traced up to their Original Ax1- 
oms, make but one and the ſame Art or Sci- 


ence, and Conſequently if we ſhould only 
admit of one Sort of Evidence, this would 
reſolve all Learning into Geometry only ; 


We muſt therefore take the Evidence pecu- 
har to Every Art and Science; The Contra- 
ry Notion in Religion makes Deiſts and 


Scepticks. 


Private Judgment, in its Enquiries after 
Religious Truths, muſt be Reſtrained to the 


Subſtance of Reaſon, Without being allowed 


to make Excurſions into the more Airy Re- 
gions of Wit or Humour. If Wit were al- 


lowed to Convince or Confute, There would 
be no Religion, Order, or Government in 


the World: For Every one of theſe may be 
made the Subject of Rallery; Wit Conſiſts 


ſo much in the Turn of Words, and in the 
Management of Figures, that Nothing can 


ſtand it, if it be permitted to Exerciſe it ſelf 
in Expoſing all ſorts of Sacred Truths, and 
Repreſenting them in a Ridiculous Dreſs + 


Every Private ] udge therefore muſt be De- 


barred from the Liberty of Playing with 


Religious Matters; And the Contrary No- 


tion and Practice makes Libertines, Scoffers, 
and Buffoons in Religion. 


Private Judgment muſt be Reſtrained to 


the Principles of Human Reaſon only, Ex- 


cluſive of all Supernatural Lights, which are 
not now to be Expected; All manner of Ten- 


dencies towards Enthuſiaſm are carefully to 


be avoided; Such a Liberty as this, Which 
is faiſly called The Liberty of Propheſying, de- 
| * pends 
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pends upon one of theſe two Principles, That 


what is already Revealed by God 15 not ſuf- 
fcient to Man's Salvation, or elſe, That what 


God has revealed is not ſufficiently atteſted, 


and therefore ought to be ſtrengthened by 


Freſh Teſtimonies from Heaven: Both which 
Principles are a Great Reflection on the Al- 
mighty; This Freedom therefore muſt be 
reſtrained, and the contrary Method ſerves 
only to make Ranters, Falſe Prophets, and 
Pretenders to Inſpiration. | 


Private Judgment may take the Utmoſt 


Care to Guard againſt all thoſe, who attempt 


to deprive us of our Senſes and Reaſon, and 
to ſubject us to an Arbitrary Dominion 1n 
Matters of Religion, which 1s Popery in the 
Abſtract : But on the other Hand muſt not 


uſurp fo abſolute a Freedom, as is Incon- 


ſiſtent with all manner of Authority in the 
Church: becauſe there is ſuch an Authority 
expreſly given to the Church by the Holy 
Scriptures: And there can be no Authority, 
if there be an Abſolute Unlimited Freedom 
or Exemption from all manner of Authority, 
To ſay, we will not Hearken, nor Obey, 


nor Submit to any Authority, is a Direct 


Violation of that Divine Rule which Poi 
date Fudement ſuppoſes and admits for the 
Guidance of its Enquiries and Search after 


Religious Truths, and without which, it 


mult wander in an Everlaſting Maze of Er- 

ror and Uncertainty z God has ſet over us an 

Order of Men, who are to Rule us n Thinss 
pertaining to Himſelf, who are to Exhort us 
with all Authority, and to take Charge of our 

Scule, of which they are to give an Account - 

| | the 
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Chap. V. PRIVATE JUDGMENT. 
he Laſt Day; Now where is the Authority 


of theſe Men, if We Will not ſubmit to it? 
How can they Rule, if we will not Obey ? 


And where 1s the Charge of our Souls, it we 
Difown them for our Spiritual Guides and 


Guardians ? It 1s very true, they may a- 


buſe their Authority: but have they there- 


fore no Authority, becauſe they may abuſe 


it? Who would hazard his Eternal Salva- 
tion upon ſuch Nonſenſe as This? There is 
therefore an Authority in the Church, and 
this Authority muſt be obeyed, and conſe- 


quently Private Fudgment muſt be ſo far re- 


| ſtrained, as to be made Conſiſtent with the 


Authority of the Church ; The contrary No- 
tion makes Schiſmaticks, Obſtinate Diſſen- 
ters, and Violaters of the Unity of Chriſt's 
Church. 5 „ 

1 Private Judgment muſt be Reſtrained 


and put under many Prudential Regula- 


tions, in the Exerciſe of all its Lawful Pow - 
ers and Privileges. We muſt firſt com- 


municate our Scruples to thoſe who. are. 
the Guides of our Faith, and with theſe we 


muſt calmly debate the Matter, and Im- 


partially and Humbly Liften to their In- 
ſtructions: For tho Religion permits us to 


make uſe of our Reaſon, yet it has appoin- 
ted a Guide for us: and therefore we muſt 
not ſay with the Diſſenter, that we will 
rot have this Guide, nor yet with the Pa- 
piſt, that we will take our Guide and 
leave our Reaſon behind us: But we muſt 
take our Reaſon and our Guide together. 
The Peace of the Church is of as much Con- 


cern as that of the State, and we are fal- 


ng lible, 
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An Es$8av on Chap. V. 
lible, and may be wrong: But if we raſh- 
ly break the Peace of the Church, tho' we 
ſhould afterwards Recant and be Convin- 
ced, yet how can we attone for the Miſ- 
chief we have occaſioned ? We muſt not 
Divide firſt, and Give a Reaſon for it after- 
Wards; Neither muſt we think our Selves 
at Liberty to break Communion with a 


Church, well Conſtituted in its Self, for the 


| ſake of Perſonal Degeneracy, and the Faults 


of its Profeſſors ; Neither muſt we inſiſt on 


Trifles: A Ceremony ought no more to 


make a Schiſmatick, than a Mode or a Fa- 
ſhion onght to make a Rebel. If we are 


not ſatisfied with one or two Guides, or 


with their Anſwers to our Scruples, We 
muſt repair to the moſt Learned, and thence 
to the Sacred Colleges and Societies of the 
Prieſts, and thence to the Repreſentative 
Body of the Church. He who ſincerely 
loves Truth, and deſires it ſhould prevail, 
will take theſe Methods; This 1s the way 
to reform a Church, and to procure the beſt 
Evidence we can of the Orthodoxy of our 
own Principles. But when a Man ſets up 
for an Authority ſuperior to this: when 
he Rails or Deſpiſes: or Founds his Diſſent 
upon Perſonal Diſguſt, or on the Corruptions 
of the Clergy : When he appeals in the 
firſt and laſt piace to the Multitude: when 
he tries to make a Party: when he either 
revives an Opinion already Tried, Exami- 
ned, and Condemned by the Church, or 
builds upon Principles, that are in direct 
Conſequences derived from ſuch a Hereſy : 
When he inſiſts on the General Fry 


Chap. V. PRIVATE JupoukExr. 


Reaſon of his Faith: Or When he advances 
Religious Notions in Complement to a State, 
and pleads for them with no other Argu- 
ments, but ſuch only as are taken from the 
Pablick Temporal Good: In all Theſe Caſes 
Private Fudement ought to be reſtrained, and 
the want of Reſtraint, by confining it to 
the Due Exerciſe of its Legal Powers and 
Privileges, has been the Occaſion of moſt of 
Thoſe Hereſies, Schiſms, Factions, and Un- 
reaſonable Diſputes, that at preſent Infeſt 
the Church. | | 9 85 

In this Account of Private Judgment, T have 


not mentioned Malice, Revenge, Ambition, 


Avarice, Conceit, or any of thoſe ſiniſter De- 
ſigus, for which Men often ſet up to be Judges 


in Religion, and which are eaſily ſeen in the 


Methods they take to gain a Party ; But be- 


103 
of Private Conſcience, is poſitive and aſſu 
ming, and pleads a Right not to give any 


cauſe theſe are Univerſally diſclaimed, and 


are Inconſiſtent with the very Eſſence of Pri- 
vate Judgment, Impartially conſidered, there- 
fore I ſhall not inſiſt on them, but leave them 
to be abhorred and ſhunn'd by every Good 
Man, when there is Juſt Reaſon to believe, 
that they mingle themſelves in any preten- 
ded Enquiries after Truth. 2 


Thus we ſee, that Private Judgment is not 


_ abſolutely Free, but muſt be reſtrained to ſuch 
Rules, as are neceſſary to preſerve it, and make 
it uſeful to the Publick, that is, to ſuch Rules, 
as it cannot tranſgreſs, without tranſgreſſing 


the Law of Reaſon, which alone can pre- 
ſerve it: For Judgment without Reaſon, is 


Folly and Ignorance. 
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„% WH. 


The Beſt Method of Diſcovering and Efta- 


 Bliſhing Truth; Or which way we may 
arrive at a Certainty in Matters of Re- 
ligion And how far Private Judgment 


7s concerned therein. 


Olnce there is no Infallible Judge in Mat- 


O ters of Religion, and conſequently all 


ws rey pronounced by mere Men, muſt : 


be fallible: yet becauſe there is in being” a- 
Mong us an Infallible Rule, the Obſervation 


of which is of the Laſt Moment to us: There- 
fore it is abſolutely neceſſary, we ſhould 
arrive at ſome Degree of Certainty in Un- 


derſtanding and Explaining this Rule ; In 
order therefore to Eſtabliſh all Religious 
Truths, the Queſtion will be, what 1s the 


Beſt Method of attaining the Utmoſt Cer- 


tainty, that the Thing it ſelf, and our fal- 


lible Minds, are capable of. 


Now Firſt, an abſolute Authority in the 
Church, or in any Order of Men, to Eſta- 
bliſh what they ſhall Judge and Determine 
to be Truth, in oppoſition to all the World, 


o as that their Judgment ſhall for ever ob- 


lige and bind Mankind, and nothing ſhall be 
true but what they ſhall determine to be 


ſo, is not the Beſt way either to Diſcover 


or Eſtabliſh a Certainty in Matters of Reli- 
gion; and that for the following Reaſons. 


Chap. VI. PRIVATE JUDGMENT. 
1ſt. Becauſe the Belief of any Religious 


Syſtem has ſo Great an Influence upon Man- 


kind, that it often ſubjects them, even in 
ſome Things purely Temporal, to thoſe who 


are ſet over them in the Church; And there- 
fore ſuch an abſolute Power of Diſpoſing of 
other Men's Faith, may make way for Ava- 

rice and Ambition, and encourage thoſe, 
Who are Intruſted with ſuch a Power, to 


Tyrannize over 'the Bodies, Liberties, and 
Fortunes of thoſe, whom they govern imm 
Things Sacred: Notwithſtanding it is the 
plain Intention of God's Word, not to hurt 


or impair theſe, but rather to confirm and 


ſtrengthen them. 
2dly. Becauſe ſuch an Abſolute Authority 
as this, can never be conſiſtent with any one 


Syſtem of Religion; For what one Set of 
Men, by their Abſolute Authority, ſhall or- 
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dain to be Truth, another may aboliſn, and 


perhaps eſtabliſn the quite contrary Doctrine 
in its room: Now all Abſolute Authorities 
are equal, and this muſt make Truth extreme- 
ly Variable and Precarious, Which is incon- 
ſiſtent with its very Nature. . 
Zaly. There is no Abſurdity ſo Great or 
Notorious, but may be eſtabliſned and re- 


ceived for Truth, If there be an Abſolute 
Authority in any one Set of Men, to eſta- 


bliſh Truth, in Oppoſition to all the reſt of 


Mankind: And yet theſe very Abſurdities 
thus eſtabliſned the Clergy may plead a 
Right to upon ſuch a Suppoſition : For as in 


Abſolute Monarchies nothing but the Will 
and Pleaſure of the King is Law , So in Ab- 
{olute Churches, Nothing but the . 
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of the Clergy is Truth; and ſince it is not 


impoſſible but their Judgment may be ab- 
ſurd, yet if it be eſtabliſned, it muſt be 
True. For theſe Reaſons therefore, an Ab- 
ſolute Authority in the Church is neither the 
Beſt way to Diſcover, or to Eſtabliſh, the 
True Religion. he . 
Now becauſe all Judgment of Religion, 
ſince Revelation ceaſed, is purely Human: 
And ſince there is no Judge between the Go- 
verning, and the Governed Part of Man- 


kind, the next Queftion will be, whether 


F 2 both theſe Private Judges be. abſolute, then 


an Abſolute Freedom of Judgment in the 
People, is the beſt way to Diſcover or to 
Eftablith the True Religion; And that it is 
not, I think will eaſily appear from the fol- 
lowing Reaſons. | 

 Tft, Becauſe Private Judgment cannot in 
any Senſe be ſaid to eſtabliſn Truth, for 
Truth eſtabliſhed, makes a PublicksJudgment, 
and this Publick Judgment can never be had, 
where there is no Authority but only in Pri- 
date Judgment; And yet the want of ſuch 
an Eſtabliſhment makes the Rule uſeleſs: for 


the Deſign of every Rule is to direct many 


in the purſuit of one and the ſame End, 
whereas if the Rule be deſtroy'd, that muſt 
deftroy the Being of the Church, Which con- 
fiſts in Unity of Faith and Doctrine. 

2dly. An Abſolute Authority in Private 
Judgment to diſcover and eſtabliſh Truth, 
muſt make Contradictions reconcilable; For 
as We have proved already, one Man may 
believe one Part of a Contradiction, and ano- 
ther the other; Now if the Authority of 


the 


Chap. VI. Private JuDoUENr. 


the Judgments they make are both True, and 


conſequently, ſuch a Power muſt make Con- 


tradictions Reconcileable. | 
3dly. An abſolute Freedom in Private Fudg- . 


ment mult ſuppoſe, that there is nothing re- 


ally true in it ſelf, but only made fo by our 
Ahpprehenſions. Now fo long as there is an 


Omniſcient and Unchangeable Being, there 
muſt be ſome Standard of Truth; and theres 
fore, ſuch a Notion as this Terminates in A- 
theiſm ; and conſequently, Private Judgment 


cannot abſolutely determine of Truth. Pri- 


vate Judgments are variable, which muſt 
make Truth ſo too: ſince therefore Truth is 
not variable, Private Judgment cannot be 
abſolute in determining it. 

4thly. Private Fudement, if it were abſolute, 
muſt fa 
may makePrivatelIntereft, Malice, or Ambition, 


his Private Fudament : ſo that if the Authority 
of his Private Fudgment be abſolute in the De- 


termination of Truth, then any ſuch villanous 


Deſign as this, when formed into a Judg- 


ment, muſt be a True Religious Principle. 
5thly. If Private Tudgment be abſolutely 


free in the Search after Truth, then it is Im- 


poſſible that Truth ſhould ever be found; for 
what a Man Judges to Day, 1s true, becauſe 


his Judgment is abſolute; And if he has found 
Truth, Why does he ſearch further? And 


how comes it, that tho' he Judges the con- 
trary to Morrow, that ſhall be Equally True? 
And when can he be faid to find Truth, if 
every one of his Judgments may be reverſed? 


Or when can he be in an Error, if whatever 


he Judges be True: as it muſt be, if his Judg- 


ment 


1Kify the greateſt Villanies; A Man 
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An Es sax on Chap. VI. 
ment be abſolute? Theſe Abſurdities are ne- 
ver to be got over: and therefore I conclude, 


that Private Fudgment 1s not abſolutely free, 
to diſcover and eſtabliſh Truth by its own 


Now ſince neither the Authority of the 


Church, nor the Authority of Private Fudg- 


mont, is Alone and Abſolute in the Enqui- 
ring for and Determining Religious Truths: 
and ſince all Truths muſt be found out and 


determined, either by Private Men or by the 


Publick : It follows, that Both muſt join in 


the Search, and Contribute towards the Eſta- 
bliſhment : and therefore when we have aſ- 
ſign d to each the Part and Share it is to have 
in this Matter, the Reſult will be this, that 
where they agree, we ſhall meet with the 
greateſt Certainty of Truth, that can be had 
In a State of Fallibility. 

And 1/t. Private Judgment has full and un- 
limited Freedom, to Examine into the Na- 
ture, Evidence, Tendency, and Obligation, 
of all Manner of Religious Truths, to Rea- 
fon, Diſpute, and Argue for or againſt them: 


to Study, Read, Learn, and Search narrow - 


Iy into all Ancient and Modern Divinity, 
and to Try to find out the Truth and Reaſon- 
ableneſs of every Propoſition, that Concerns 


the Faith and Diſcipline of the Church, and 


to Judge freely of Both; This is a Power | 
that cannot be taken away from any one 


Member: becauſe Religion is the Concern of 


every Man, and every Man 1s an Evidence 
for the Truth, and may and ought to Con- 
tribute his Knowledge freely towards the 
Publick Stock: and conſequently ought not 

T0 
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to be debarred the Privilege of Enlarging 
and Improving that Knowledge as far as he 

can. „ 

2dly. Whatever Knowledge any one Pri- 


vate Member of the Church is Maſter of, 


or Whatever Truths in Religion he is fully 
perſuaded of, he may freely Communicate 
to the Publick, Reaſon, and Diſpute for them, 


and Defend them to the utmoſt of his Power; 
For to with-hold Knowledge is the Greateſt 


Injury we can do to Mankind; Truth ought 
to be as common as the Sun and Air: and 
and whoever refuſes to Publiſh it, or to Re- 
ceive and Examine it when Publiſhed, is 


guilty of the worſt and moſt Heinous Sort of 


Fraud, and - ſhall anſwer for the Souls of 
others, at the extreme Peril of his own. 


Now on the other Hand, Theſe Powers, 


which are the Privileges of Private Judges, 
are the Duties of the Publick; All Men may, 


but the Governors of the Church ought and 


are obliged, to Search after, to Study, and 
Examine the Whole and every Part of Reli- 


gion, and freely to Diſpence it to the World, 


To be either Unable, or Unwilling, to give a 
True Account of the Publick Faith committed 
to them, and the Reaſons of it, or to Com- 
municate any Part of God's Will, is in theſe 
Men, highly Criminal and Sinful. And by 
the very ſame Rule, they are obliged to pro- 
mote all uſeful Arts and Sciences in them- 


ſelves and others, which may conduce to- 


wards the Knowledge of Religion ; So that 
they are not only upon the Level with Pri- 
vate Judges, in being Evidences of the Truth, 
and Impartial Enquirers after it, but this is 


more 
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more eſpecially Incumbent upon them, than 
upon others. : | 

And beſides this, they are particularly ſet 
apart, to receive Whatever Informations come 
from Private Judges: to Examine and Com- 
pare, and either Allow or Confute them. 
This Private Judges cannot ſo well do, be- 
cauſe they have no Authority to require an 
Account from their Equals: Neither is there 
any General Reſort to them; So that, in this 


reſpect, Publick Judgment has a greater Share 


in the Diſcovery and Determination of Truth 
than Private. 1 
And further yet, the Holy Scriptures, 
Which are the Rule and Standard of Truth, 
and the Conſtant, Pure and Uninterrupted 
Explanations of them, are Intruſted to the 
Care and Cuſtody of the Church, and from 
thence Private Judges receive them. Theſe 


Records, Which are the beſt Human and 


Divine Teſtimonies, muſt be Lodged, as all 


other Records are, with Bodies and Frater- 


nities of Men, and not with Private Perſons; 
And tho' they are to be Communicated to 
all, yet the Proof that they are authentick, 
reſts with the Church. Now as all Courts 

are the beſt Judges of their own Records, 


the Church muſt be in this Caſe a better 


Judge than any one of its Members, by the 
very ſame Rule; And this 1s another Ad- 
vantage, which Publick Judgment has over 
Private. a 

Having ſhewn diſtinctly, what Share of 


Power, Private and Publick Judgment have, 


in Enquiring after, and Eſtabliſhing Religious 


Truths; Let us now Compare them together, 


2 | = 
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in order to come to a Determination: for we 
have already proved, that a Determination 
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is neceſſary, and that one of theſe two muſt 


make that Determination. 
Now, If. Private Judges being to the 
utmoſt of their Power, only Witneſles of, 


and Enquirers after Truth, and the Evidence 


and Diſcovery of Truth being the Reaſon for 


Eſtabliſhing it: And having proved, that it 


is Impoilible for Private Judgement to have as 
many and as full Proofs and Evidences for 


Truth, as the Publick has, therefore the 
Right of Determining is certainly on the Side 


of the Publick. 
2dly. All the Evidence and Proof of Truth, 


that any one Private Judgment can have, 
. ought to be lodged with the Publick ; but all 
the Evidence or Proof of Truth, which the 


Publick has, 1s not, nor can be Lodged with 


every Private Judgment; That Party there- 
fore, which has the Beſt Evidences and Great- 
eſt Certainty of Truth, ought to make the 


Determination : and conſequently this Right 

belongs rather to the Publick Judgment, than 

to the Private. | | 
34ly. Tho' Religious Truth is of Divine 


Authority, yet the Knowledge of this Truth 
is to be attain'd in the ſame Manner as the 
Knowledge of any Human Law, that is, by 


Study and Learning. Now ſuppoſing every 
Man's Mind to be a Court, and to have a 


Power of judgment: Yet it is an Inferior 


Court: and the Publick, which has plainly 
a greater Juriſdiction, more Evidence of the 
ſame Facts, and all the Records, muſt have 
a Power to Reverſe or Amend the Decrees af 
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An Es sau on Chap. VI. 
the Inferior, and determine Points for it, ac- 


cording to which it ſhall proceed. 
4thly. There is an Authority plainly given 


by God to the Church: and this Authority 


would be in vain, if Private Perſons were 
not to ſubmit to it; but though there is an 
Authority belonging to Private Judgment, 
and this Authority reaches ſo far as to make 


it an Evidence for the Publick, yet this Au- 


thority cannot be either Equal or Superior to 
the Authority of the Publick; Not equal, 


for that would make the Ruled and Ruler e- 
qual: not Superior, for that would ſet the 


Ruled above the Ruler, both Which are ab- 
ſurd; Since therefore the determination of 
Truth is to be made by Authority, it muſt 
be made by the Authority of Publick Judges 
and not of Private, becauſe Publick Judges 
have a Divine Right to more Authority than 
Private. Publick Judgment therefore, having 
the Right of determining Truth, and it be- 
ing abſolutely Neceſſary, that ſuch a Deter- 
mination ſhould be made: when this Deter- 
mination is made, it is not only Binding and 
Obligatory upon Private Judgment, but ought 
to be fo, becauſe it has the greateſt certainty 
of being true; And though it be Fallible, 


yet there is a Remedy provided even a- 


gainſt this, by allowing future Diſcoveries. 
All Errors and Falſe Doctrines in the 


Church, ariſe either from the Malice, or 


Ignorance of the Governing Party, or from 
the Malice or Ignorance of the Governed 
Party, in Matters of Religion; Thoſe Er- 
rors and Falſe Doctrines in the Church, 
that ariſe from the Malice of the Govern- 


ing 
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ing Party in Matters of Religion, ariſe either 
from their defire of Power, or Riches: 
which may induce them to alter Religion, 
ſo as may beſt ſerve their own Purpoſes. 
Now theſe Errors having a Secular Tenden- 
cy, are beſt prevented by allowing the free 
Uſe of all manner of Religious Learning to 


the governed Party: Whereby they may Exa- 


mine, Enquire into, and Trace all Incroach- 
ments and Innovations in the Church: Re- 
preſent them publickly, Remonſtrate, Con- 


tend, and Plead againſt them, and exert the 


Secular Power in reducing ſuch Exorbitan- 


ces; This will oblige the Church to Re- 


trench, even out of a Principle of Self. inte- 


reſt: for no uſurped Power, When once it 


is diſcovered, can be retained with Safety 


in the Church. — 5 
All Errors and Falſe Doctrines that ariſe 
from the Ignorance of the Governing Party, 


are beſt prevented by encouraging Arts and 


Sciences: by the Free Exerciſe of Reaſon, 
and by allowing every Private Member the 


Privilege to make all the Diſcoveries or Im- 


provements, that ſuch a Degenerate State 
will allow. Ignorance in a Governour is 
ſuch a Prejudice to his Power, that every 
thing which looks like Light, and ſerves to 


ſupport an ill-defended Cauſe, is Wellcome 


to ſuch a one. And Whenever a Church diſ- 
covers and Redreſſes any one Error, it re- 
gains ſo much Power in Proportion, and 1s 
ſo much nearer to Perfection. | 

All Errors and Falſe Doctrines, that ariſe 
from the Malice of the Governed Party, a- 
ne from the Pretences of Secular Power to 
ES I interfere 
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interfere in Matters of Religion, or from 
Exceſs of Liberty, or from the Multitude of 
Sects, or from a General Corruption of Man- 
ners. Thoſe Errors that ariſe from the Pre- 
tences of Secular Power to interfere in Mat- 
ters of Religion, are beſt prevented by gi- 
ving the Church a Power Independent of all 
States and Secular Governours, to Rule in 
Matters purely Sacred and Religious. Thoſe 
Errors that ariſe from Exceſs of Liberty in 
the Governed Party, are beft prevented by 
ſupporting Church Diſcipline : And thoſe 
that ariſe from the Multiplicity of Seas, are 
beſt prevented by maintaining the Pale, and 
preſerving the Unity of Religion: And 
thoſe from the Degeneracy of Manners, are 
beſt prevented by keeping up the Anathe- 
ma's of tne Clergy, and preſerving the 
Right of Excommunication in its due Force 
and Vigour; And all this is done by allow- 
ing that Superior Authority of Publick 
Judgment to Private, which I have been 
hitherto ſpeaking of. | 

All thoſe Errors and Falſe Doctrines, which 


ariſe from the Ignorance of the Governed Par- 


ty, are beſt prevented by ſupporting the 
Governors of the Church, in the free and 
tull Exerciſe of all Human and Divine Learn. 
ing: whereby they may be Able and at Lei- 
ſire to Inſtruct the People under them, and 


make them Wiſe not only to their own 
Salvation, but alſo to. the Publick Benefit 


and Advantage. Ignorance indeed has been 
repreſented as the Mother of Devotion, and 
a Blind Devotion has been thought a good 
Support of the Clergy's Power; But the 

2 true 
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true Eccleſiaſtical Power is ſiifficient to an- 
ſwer the Ambition of Good Men, when it 
is confin'd to 1ts Divine Rights: and when 
it goes farther, it is always ſure to encoun- 


ter an everlaſting Rival in the State; Be- 


ſides, a Blind Devotion makes as much for 


the Clergy of one Sec as of another, for no 


one Power can fix a Superſtitions People 
but by reſtoring them to their right Senſes, 
and by ſetting out the Rights of Private and 
Publick Judgment, under their proper Heads 
and Diviſions. | 


The want of Courage and Authorit y in the 
Members of the Church, When Popery firſt 


exerted it ſelf, and began to Lay the Foun- 
dation of its Greatneſs in a few Novelties, 
to aſſert their own Rights in remonſtrating 
and declaring boldly againſt thoſe Incroach- 
ments, was the Reaſon that that Monſter 
gathered ſuch a Bulk, and grew ſo Formi- 


table; Here the Malice, the Avarice, and 


Ambition of the Governing Party prevailed, 


and Private Judgment was diveſted of its 


Juſt Share in Matters of Religion, as an Evi- 
dence and Promoter of Truth. 6 

The want of Arts and Sciences, and the 
profound Ignorance of our Anceſtors, even 
of the Governing Party, betrayed our Church 


for ſome Centuries into a Slaviſh Dependance 


on the Church of Rome: from which we 
were at laſt Happily retrieved by the Re- 
covery of our Senſes, and the Reſtoration of 
our Reaſon as well as of Religion; Here 
the Ignorance of our Governours again pre- 


vailed, and Private Fudgment departed from 


its juſt Rights in Matters of Religion , by 
= 3M 3 2 „ 


1 


cw 
a 
—_— 


22 


1 


* 


. S = * 8 A -- . A 'N = * 
E · > ng 
* —— 


* 
4 
+7 
*:% 
1 
2 
E 
* 
= 
jo. ] 
E 
1 


4 pe * FT "Ss 7 ey of 26 
$55"; 2" 


* * 2 . > : 4 
Oy — — ES 
5 


id os + 2 9% rg A RI 
"2; +; — — — 
= * 4 


116 


and Coerce, according to the ] 


An Ess A on Chap. VI. 
not exerting it ſelf, to Inform and Inſtruct 
the Publick. 
From the Exceſs of Secular Power, an 
its Pretences to Interfere in Matters of Re- 


ligion, aroſe the Hereſy and Doctrine of 


Hobbs, which even Now 1s propagated a- 
mong us, under a falſe Notion, Of the Reli. 
gion as by Law Eſtabliſhed, or, The Religion 
of the Magiſtrate. In this Caſe the Malice 
of the Governed Party prevails, and the 
Church is deprived of her juſt Right to de- 
termine Independently in things Sacred. 
From the Exceſs of Liberty in the Late 
Unhappy Times, aroſe that total Overthrow 
and Deſolation of all Religion, which reign- 
ed ſo long among us: and then the Church 
was deprived of her juſt Right to Reſtrain 
2octrine and 
Practice of the Apoſtles _ 
From the Multiplicity of Seas, which 
grew up among us at the Reſtoration, aroſe 
that total Degeneracy of Manners which 
afterwards followed: Here the Church 
wanted her Power to preſerve her own 
Unity; And from a continued Degeneracy 
of Manners, proceed all our preſent Diſor- 
ders: which cannot be prevented, till the 
Church reaſſumes her Thunder, that is, the 
Right of Excommunication, in its full force, 
according to Primitive and Apoſtolical Pre- 
cedents; In all theſe Caſes the Malice of the 
Governed Party prevailed, and Private Judg- 
ment took place of Publick. 
Thus it is evident, how the due ſubordi- 
nation of Private Judgment to the Publick, 
and the Aſſiſtance they lend each other, pro- 
3 duces 
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duces the greateſt Certainty of Religious 


Truths, and preſerves a Church from the grea- 
teſt Probability and Hazard of being Corrupt 
and Erroneous: and how the contrary Practi- 
ces weaken and deſtroy its Conſtitution. It is 


very true, that after all our Care and Cir- | 


cumſpection, it _ ſo happen, that Errors 
may creep in, and ſome dangerous ones: For 
every Private Church is Fallible, and in a 
State of Trial: but ſtill, it is as perfect as 
it Can be, whilſt it is Militant, by perſuing 
theſe Methods, in the Finding and Deter- 
ming all Divine Truths: Whereby it comes 
as near as poſſible to Infallibility, and to 
that State Which it ſhall hereafter arrive at, 
Of being a Church without Spot, or Blemiſh, 
or any ſuch Thing. | 


117 


13 „en 


— 
— * 


— 


WW nnen _ . Tn wo—_ Tues; 
rr e * — e — — * 
4 * — 4 ne , a — — 1 . 1 5 * 

x g - "I" ” + me a 


r 
wh. ar 


— FFF 
N * 

ep . 2 
2 3 
* 1 ” PR 8 


* Fog: ns 


An Ess Ax on Chap. VII. 


CHAP. VI. 


| What is the beſt Method of diftinguiſhing 


between Church and Church, in order 
to Chuſe the Pureſt; And how far 
Private Judgment 7s concerned in ſuch 
an Enquiry. © 


E the foregoing Chapter I proved, that in 


one and the ſame Church, Private Judg- 
ment is Subordinate to Publick : and I ſhew- 
ed, how far it was ſo, and that This 1s the 


beſt Method that can be taken to find out 
and eſtabliſh Truth, and to arrive at the 


greateſt Certainty in Matters of Religion. 


But the worſt Difficulty is ſill behind, Which 


is in the Conteſt between Church and Church, 
and between Religion and Religion: who 
ſhall determine in this Caſe, Whether the 
Publick Judgment of any one Church, or 
every Private Judge, or whether Both: .and 
by whoſe determination Truth may be beſt 
eſtabliſhed. Every Private Church is cer- 


tainly a Party concerned againſt all other 


Churches in the World, and for that Reaſon 
may be excepted againſt as a Judge; Bur 
this Exception holds in proportion againſt 


every Private Judge: For every Man is bred 


up in ſome Religious Principles or other, 


and therefore is equally a Party againſt all 
| thoſe, who profeſs any Religious Principles 


different from his own ; ſo that both . alike 
are Parties: and therefore one no more Qua- 
lified than the other, to make a final Deter 

1 mination. 
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mination. But ſince a Determination muſt 


be made, let us Set out the Publick and Pri- 


date Judgment by themſelves, and let us 


ſee, which has the beſt Claim to determine 
concerning other Churches: and whoſe De- 


termination, in a Rational Way, is the moſt 


likely to be Juſt and True. 


Now in order to judge of any Church, 
we muſt have laid before us, a full and per- 


fect account of its Doctrines, Diſcipline, and 


Way of Worſhip : muſt hear the Pleas and 
Arguments it can bring for it ſelf, and muſt 


not condemn but upon full Evidence. All 
the Religions and Churches in the World 


have ſome common Articles among them, 
and are linked together more or leſs, accor- 
ding to the Agreement that 1s between theſe 


Articles: and are accountable to one another, 


either upon the Principles of Reaſon or Re- 
velation, both which require a Catholick 
Unity. But no one Church 1s or can be ac- 


countable to the Private Members of ano- 


ther Church: And conſequently, it is im- 


pollible that Private Members can have the 


{ame Evidence of the Doctrines and Diſci- 
pline of any one Church, as the Publick has: 


and therefore, the Publick Judgment is much 


better Quallified to determine concerning 


any Church than Private Fudgment. It is 


very true, that by Travel or other Means, a 
ſingle Perſon may know more of a Foreign 
remote Church or Religion, than that Church 


does, of which he is a Member; but then 


he ought to communicate that Knowledge to 


the Church: S9 that Till the beſt Evidence is 
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An Ess av on Chap. VII. 
with the Church, and conſequently the beſt 


R1ght to determine. 


All Churches are diſtinguiſhed by Com- 
pariſon ; We muſt know each Church be- 
fore, we can know which is Beſt; Now no 
Private Member can give ſo full and exact 
an Account of that Church he belongs to, as 
that Church can give of it ſelf, becauſe it 


muſt know its own Conſtitution-beſt ; No 
Private Member therefore can make the Com- 


pariſon ſo well as the Publick: and conſe- 
quently the Publick is better Qualified to 
Judge and Determine, than any one Private 
Member. If it be ſaid, that the Publick 
Will always determine in Favour of it elf, 
the ſame Objection is Good againſt Private 
Judges: For all have Principles of their own, 
and ſo will determine in Favour of them; 
The only Anfwer to this Objection is, which 
is moſt likely and moſt willing to reform, it 
it ſhould find it ſelf in an Error, for then it 
Will be the more Inclinable to give Judeg- 


ment againſt It ſelf; Now the Publick is 


Supported by Truth, and Truth is the very 


Eſſence of Religion: And therefore it is for 


the Intereſt of the Publick to receive it 
Wherever they find it; But Frailty and Cor- 
ruption are moſt prevalent in Private Men, 
and Bodies Politick were erected on purpoſe 
to ſecure Mankind againſt theſe in the beſt 
manner poilible; Religion is a Syſtem con- 
trived in Oppoſition to the moli Darling Ap- 


petites and Affections of the Vulgar: It they 


therefore are the only Judges, it will be 
their Intereſt to chuſe the moſt Senſual Re- 


ligion, that is, the moſt Corrupt and Erro- 


neous : 
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neous; Whereas the very Art of gover- 
ning and reſtraining others, is founded in 
maintaining theſe Principles, ſo oppoſite to 
the Vulgar: Therefore the Publick are moſt 


likely to maintain. theſe oppoſite Principles, 


that is, to maintain Religion in its Purity. 


But beſides the Buſineſs of comparing one 
Religion with another, there is allo another 


Taſk, which is to compare both with ſome 
Third Rule, that is to be the Standard of 


Truth between them; This Rule muſt be 


admitted on both Sides ; We never compare 
a Chriftian and a Pagan Church with the 


Rule of the Goſpel , but with the Rule of 


right Natural Ros tor both Parties agree 


to that. Now whenever the Church com- 


pares it ſelf with any one Pagan Church, 
or any Sect of Deiſts, Mabometans, or other 
Infidels, Who all agree to ſet all de Revela- 


tion and the Bible, by the Rule of Natu- 


ral Reaſon which alone can decide the Con- 
troverſy : the Church; muſt be better quali- 
ned to determine between them than any 


Private Judge, becauſe it is in a greater Degree 


a Maſter of this Rule, than any one Private 


Member of the Church can be. In this Com- 


pariſon the Queſtions ariſing from the Rule 
are, Whoſe Records are moſt Authentick and 
Univerſa), and whether the Facts that ſup- 
port one ſide are better Atteſted, better 


Marked, and more Unqueſtionable than the 
other: So that Hiſtory, and Tradition, and 
ſtrict Reaſon founded upon theſe two, are 


the Teſt between the Parties. Now it 1s 
zmpoilible, that any one Private Member of 


the Church can be a Greater Maſter of theſe 


than 
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than the Publick is, and if he were, the 
Church may demand his Teſtimony ; The 
Church therefore by being Maſter of the 
Rule, is beſt qualified for determining the 
Controverſy. | | | 
In all Diſputes between one Chriſtian 


and another, where the written Word or 


Bible is the Rule agreed on by both Parties, 
the Church muſt have a better Right to de- 
termine than any one Member, becauie the 


Determination cannot be made without the 


Rule: And the Church muſt underſtand this 
Rule more perfectly than any one Private 
Member can be ſuppoſed to do, becauſe it is 
by the Authority and Evidence of the Church, 
that the Rule is known, and taken for True 
and Genuine; The Publick therefore, Who 


are Maſters of the Kule, are better qualified 


to make the Judgment than any Private 
Member can be, Who receives this Rule im- 
mediately from the Publick. e 
But beſides this Rule, there is alſo a Pat- 
tern, Which is the State and Conſtitution of 
the Primitive Church: and this is of great Uſe 
in deciding the Controverſy between one 
Chriſtian Church and another; Of this ſort of 
Evidence, and of all the Records that belong 
to it, the Church is ſo intirely poſſeſſed, and 
ſo throughly tries and examines it for its 
own ſake, that no Private Member can 
make the Leaſt Pretenſion to an Equal De- 
gree of Knowledge on this Subject; Now 


- this Pattern being next to the Rule of God's 


Word, the ſureſt Evidence by Which to 
Judge of the Purity and Corruptions of any 
one Religion, the Church, Which has the 
4 | — greateſt 
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greateſt Share of this Evidence, muſt 


bave a Right to determine, ſuperior to 
the Private Judgment of any one of its 
Members. = 

In the Diſputes between the Fewiſh and 
Chriſtian Church, where Part of the Bible is 
admitted as a Rule, and the other only as a 
Comment on that Rule : the Beſt and moſt 
Deciſive Argument 1s, the Completion of the 
Prophecies of the Old Teſtament, and the 
Marks of the Meſſiah; Now both theſe 
proofs do alſo depend upon ſuch Publick 


Books and Records as the Church is in Po- 


ſeſſion of, and delivers down to us Authen- 
tick and Incorrupt; So that without her 
Authority, we cannot ſupport our ſelves in 
the Argument againſt the Fews. In the 
Controverſy with the Papiſts, the Beſt Me- 


thod is, the ſetting out the Rule and the 
Pattern, againſt the Innovations and Cor- 


ruptions of that Church; In both which Ca- 


ſes, Eccleſiaſtical Hiſtory and Tradition are 


Undoubted Evidences: and theſe are derived 
Intirely from the Authority of the Church, 
In our Diſputes with Secs and Congrega- 
tions, Which for Want of a Legal Miniſtry, 
cannot ſo properly be called Churches: We 
muſt reſort to the Eſtabliſned Church for 
the Account of her Succeſſion, and for the 
Proofs of Primitive Diſcipline ; So that in all 
theſe Caſes, the Publick has the beſt Evi- 


| dence, and the moſt convincing Reaſons : 


And if Evidence and Reaſon are to give a 
Right to determine between Church and 


Church, the Publick Judgment is to take 
| | - | place 
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place in ſuch a Determination, before any 


Private Tudement Whatever. 

In the mean Time, tho' the Right of De- 
termining be in the Publick, yet every Private 
Judge is to aſſiſt the Publick in making a Juſt 


Determination, with its Beſt Knowledge and 


Evidence; He is to communicate all he 


knows of the Matter to the Church: For 
the beſt Publick Judgment is made out of 


the beſt Private Judgment, collected and put 


together. Private Judgment therefore, is of 
a large Extent, and nothing is free from its 
Enquiries; It may come to be as valid as 
Publick Judgment, For it may be admitted, 


approved, eſtabliſned, aud made into a Pub- 


lick Judgment: but it muſt receive the Au- 
thority of the Church, before it can be ſo 


ceꝗſtabliſned; Not that Authority makes 


Truth: but yet Whatever is by Authority, 


is more likely to be True, than What comes 


only from a ſingle Witneſs, Who has no Au- 
thority at all. . 


The Great Objection againſt the Judgment 


of the Publick between one Church and ano- 


ther, is This, That if ſuch a Judgment be 


Valid, and be the beſt Proof of Truth, Then 


it would be unlawtul for a Few to turn Chri- 
ftian, or a Papiſt a Proteſtant becauſe the 


Judgment of his own Church is againſt Him, 
and the Authority of every Church is ſuppo- 


ſed to be equal before any Determination is 
made; Therefore the Queſtion is, When a 


Papiſt turns Proteſiant, or a Few a Chriſtian, 


whether he does not change upon his own 
Private Judgment ;, and if this be fo, then his 
1 Private 
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Private Judgment is ſuperior to the Judgment 
of his Church; But it ſuch a Converſion be 
Wrong, then the Riſe of the Chriſtian and 
Proteſtant Religion, Which certainly Was 
from Particular Converts, Was Sinful and Un- 
reaſonable. | | 

Now f rſt, no true Convert can be made 


from one Religion to another, withont the 


Aſſent and Conviction of his own Private 
Judgment, elſe his Converſion is not Real 
and Sincere : Nay it is no Converſion at all: 
For unleſs he Thinks and Believes otherwiſe 
than he did, he cannot be ſaid to have made 
any Change; But then tho' his Private Judg- 
ment is to Concur, the Queſtion will be, 


Whether this alone is ſufficient ? And that it 


is not fo, is moſt Certain for many Reaſons. 
It only Private Judgment be concerned in 
his Converſion, then it is plain he ſets Private 
Judgment againſt the Publick Judgment and 
Authority of that Church, Which he once 
owned, and profeſſed to be of its Commu- 
nion; Now Private Judgment ought to Sub- 
mit to Publick: and therefore a Man muſt 
not reject the Authority and Publick Judg- 
ment of one Church, but upon the Authority 
and Publick Judgment of another Church 
more Pure and Primitive: and conſequently 
Private Judgment only cannot Juſtify a Man 
in Deſerting one Church for another. Be- 


ſides this, If Private Judgment only were 
ſufficient in this Caſe, then when one Man 
converts another from one falſe Religion to 


the Truth, He cannot be ſaid to have Con- 
verted a Man to the Church, but only to 
| have 
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have made a Convert to his own Opinion; 
The Perſon converted is rather the Proſelyte 
of him who converts him, than of the 
Church, unleſs he firſt Submits to her Autho- 
rity: and if he does, then his Private Judg- 


ment only is not ſufficient for his Con- 


verſion. Unleſs a Perſon throughly Knows 
and Underſtands all the Articles, Doctrines, 
and Diſcipline of the Church to which he 
is converted, he cannot be ſaid to be a Full, 
Perfect, and Sincere Convert; Now he can- 
not Underſtand theſe, without the Evi- 
dence and Authority of the Church , he 
muſt therefore Submit to the Authority of 
the Church, in order to his Conver- 
ſion. The ſame Reaſons, by which one 


Church proves it ſelf Purer than another, 


have the ſame Authority, and are as obli- 
ging upon Private Fudements, in order to 
convert them from one Church to ano- 
ther, as the Reaſons of a Church are, to 
Which a Man Submits. and in whoſe Com- 
munion he ſtill continues, in order to con- 
vert him from one Error to another : and 
therefore, a Man can no more be conver- 
ted from one Church to another, than from 
one Error to another, by the Authority of 
Private Judgment only. When the Cities 
of Coraizin , Bethſaida, and Capernaum, 
heard our Saviour's Doctrine, ſaw his Mi- 
racles, and Knew the Difference between 


the Religion of Cbriſt and that of the 


Fews , to which they adhered: It 1s very 
certain, they Exerciſed their Private Judg- 


ments, and made a Choice between _— 
an 
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and Church; Now if their Private Fudg- 
ment Were ſufficient Authority to enable 
them to make a Choice between Church 
and Church, then their Choice Was Valid, 
and they could not be condemned for it 
Without Injuſtice; But ſince our Saviour 
does condemn them, nay makes their Sen- 
tence as ſevere as that on Sodom and Go- 
morrab, and conſequently their Condemna- 
tion is Juſt : Therefore it is evident, that 


there Was an Authority in thoſe Reaſons 


and Proofs Which our Saviour brought for 
his Religion in Oppoſition to the Fewiſh, 


and the People of thoſe Cities were con- | 


demned, for not Submitting their Privare 


Judgments to this Authority: and conſe- 


quently, Private Fudgment alone, without 
the Concurrence of Authority, is not ſuf- 
ficient to. Juſtify any one in his Converſion 
from one Church to another. In ſhort , 
the Difficulty is eaſily reconciled, if we 
conſider that Private Fudement, and Autho- 
rity, which is Publick Judgment, are Terms 
reconcileable, and not only may but ought 
to Subſiſt and Go together; For no Judg- 
ment, Whether Private or Publick, is va- 
lid of it ſelf, or comes any nearer to 
Truth and Certainty, than Conceit, Ima- 
ginat ion, Fancy, or at Beſt, a Strong Opi- 
nion, neither of Which will do us any 
Good in Matters of Religion, which 1s of 
the laſt Concern to us; Now ſince no 
Judgment is of it ſelf valid without Rea- 


fon and Evidence, and ſince that Judg- 


ment is moſt valid Which is ſupported by 


the beſt Reaſon and Evidence, and ſince 
: BE | it 
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it is agreeable both to the Rule and the 
Pattern, that Private and Publick Judg- 


ment ſhould go together, and the one be 
Subordinate to the other: and ſince the 


Rule and the Pattern make the beſt Rea- 


ſon, and theſe are Intruſted with the 
Church: It muſt follow by the Rule of 
Right Reaſon, that though the Choice of a 
Man's Religion cannot be made without. his 
Private Judgment, yet neither can it be made 
wiſely, and with the greateſt Security of 
being right, without the Concurrence of 
Pablick Judgment, and the Authority of the 
Church. | 1 5 
The Concurrence of Private ſudgment and 


 Publick in the Matter of Converſion and the 


Choice of Religions, together with the Sub- 
ordination of one to the other, may be eaſi- 
ly Illuſtrated by comparing this Caſe with 
that of Private and Publick Judgment in the 
Buſineſs of Law and Juſtice ; Theſe are of 
great Concern to all Men: and this Parallel 
is the more Reaſonable, becauſe in both Ca- 


ſes, we found our Enquiry upon thoſe Prin- 


ciples of Reaſon, which are common to all: 
and therefore take Place both in Law and 
Religion. i 
In the State, there is a Neceſſity for a 
Law, and there is a Law accordingly Made 
and Provided: This Law is the Rule by 
Which all Orders of Men, all Inferior Cor- 
porations and Bodies Politick, are to be Go- 
vern'd, and to Submit themſelves to it. Now 
this Law is ſo far like the Goſpel, that it 
does not only conſiſt of Things Practical, "= 
1 al ſo 
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alſo of certain Articles contained in Teſts 


and Oaths, to be believed and profeſſed, that 
relate purely to our Political Faith in the 
Points and firſt Principles of our Allegiance: 


and therefore the Law is to involve ovr Pri- 


vate Judgment, and to Direct or Guide us, 
not only in our outward Tranſactions and 
Dealings with the Pablick, and in thoſe be- 
tween Man and Man, but even in Points of 
Conſcience: there being by this Account a Set 
of Credenda as well as Agenda, in Human 
Governmet. Now ſuppoſe any one Private 
Judge ſhould diſcover any Flaw or Miſtake 
in this Law, or ſhould find out any other 


Law belonging to ſome other Nation, or 


founded upon ſome new Diſcoveries in the 
Law of Nature, Better and more Equitable 
than our own, at leaſt more Equitable in 
the Private Fudement of him who makes the 
Diſcovery : Doubtleſs he may Communicate 
this his Knowledge, may Plead, Argue, and 


Contend for it, and lay it before the Legiſla- 


tive Power of the State in which he reſides, 
in order to have the Old Law Abrogated, 
and this more Pure and Equitable Law E- 
ſtabliſned in its Room; But if it be found by 


the Legiſlature to be a falſe Notion of Equi- 


ty and Juſtice, and be Condemned as ſuch, 


it ought not only to be ſet aſide, but the Per- 


fon himſelf, who propoſed it, ought to be 
Determined by this Pablick Judgment, and 
to Conform his Notions of Juſtice and his 
Actions accordingly. There is an Elaſticity 
in Truth, by which it always 1s averſe to 
Reſtraints, Ioves to Exert it ſelf, and will 
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make Way and Prevail ; He will ſoon ſee 


whether there were really any thing in 


what he Started, when it comes to a 


1 Tryal. But there ought to be a Trya} | Z 


and a Sentence, and this muſt be by Au- 
thority; fo that Authority is ſtill Supe- 


rior to Private Judgement, both in Law and 
Religion, | | 


Crap, 
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Hom far the Power and Authority f Pri- 
vate Judgment 7s Conſiſtent with the Au- 
thority of Synods, Councils, and Eccle- 
ſiaſtical Aſſemblies. | 


MASS 1s Naturally Inquifitive after 
Truth, and ought to be fo; Upon 
every the leaſt Attainment and Aſſurance 
that Men have arrived at any tolerable Cer- 
tainty of a Diſcovery, they are no leſs rea- 
dy to Divulge and Communicate it, becauſe 
the Credit of being a Diſcoverer or Inventor 
of Truth is Great, and gives the Author a 
Luſtre and Reputation among others. By 
ſuch Comniunications as theſe, Men are 
brought to be of one and the ſame Opinion, 
and to form themſelves into Sects and Par- 
ties; And the better to promote and improve 
this Union, Rules have been ſet, and Decrees 
made, in Order to give Mankind ſome Com- 
mon Axioms and firſt Principles, upon Which 
they are to proceed in every Art and Science; 
And that theſe Rules may be preſerved Sa- 
cred and Inviolate, the Authors of them have 
taken Care to entruſt them with a Select 
Number of Men, Who are obliged to pre- 
ſerve them, and to Inſtruct every one Con- 
cerned, in their moſt probable Meaning. 
Thus Records, Laws and Statutes, Which 
are the Secular Rule, are repoſited in Courts, 
and Select Aſſemblies, whence they are Com- 
municated to the Publick: and Proper Judges 
= „ 
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are aſſigned, to Interpret and Explain them. 


After the ſame Manner, becauſe God would 
deal with us according to the Meaſure of our 
own Knowledge, he has revealed a Rule, 


and has depoſited it with the Governors of 


the Church, whoſe Succeſſion he Began, Se- 
cured, and has Continued down to Us ; 
Theſe are appointed to paſs between God 
and us, and to Repreſent us in Things Sa- 
cred. Now tho' the Rule 1s fixed, and an 
Authority eſtabliſhed, yet that the Church 
may not loſe the Benefit of that Natural 
Propenſity in Mankind, to Know and to 


Communicate their Knowlege, fo far as con- 


cerns the Meaning and Extent of this Rule, 


therefore Synods and Eccleſiaſtical Aſſem- 
blies are appointed to treat concerning the 


Affairs of Religion: before Whom, all Per- 
ſons Whatever are to produce their Diſcove- 
ries and Schemes, as they regard the Ad- 
vancement of Truth, in order to have them 
Examined and Enquired into: that ſo from 
the beſt Informations that can be had, Arti- 


cles and Creeds may be eſtabliſned, Truth 


reduced to a Standard, for the Ule of the 
Ignorant, and Unity, which is Eſſential 
to Religion, kept up and preſerved. 

As to the Right of the Clergy to Form and 


Compoſe thoſe Aſſemblies, I wave the poſi- | 
tive Injunctions of Holy Scripture, the Di- 


vine precedent of the Synod of Feruſalem, the 
Examples of the Apoſtolical Age, and the con- 
ſtant unconteſted Practice of the Primitive 
Church: all which do expreſſy Veſt this 
Right in the Orders of the Church, and ſhall 
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ſhew, 


eee H.. > ay 0 AA by pon pp pop proud fond fad head 4 OY fad ts 4 ty A 9% A , 4... felted ene CL het ae. At. 


ſhew, that it belongs to them upon the 


Principles of Natural Reaſon only. In thoſe 


Nations and Countries, where there is no 
other Religion but what is purely Natural, 


there is yet an Order of Men always ap- 


pointed to take Care of Religion, diſtinct 
from all Secular Orders, and to whom the 
People always Reſort for Judgment in 
Things Sacred: So that even upon the Prin- 


ciples of Natural Religion, this Right is in 
a particular Sett of Men, by the common 


Conſent of all Nations; And it is Highly 
reaſonable it ſhould be fo: for if this Right 
were not in the Clergy, it muſt be either 


in the Civil Government, or in the People; 


If it were in the State, then there would 
be no Law made relating to Religion, but 
what would be always underſtood by the 


People to be an intirelyCivilor SecularLaws _ 
For a Civil Power cannot exceed its own _ 


Nature and Commiſſion, or do any Thing 
but what is purely Civil: and conſequently 


there would be no ſuch thing as Religion by 


this Rule, becauſe it would in the very Eſta- 
bliſhment of it, be a mere Civil Scheme or 
piece of State-Policy. But if this Right 
were in the People, then either they muſt 
all Vote, or muſt at leaſt appoint their Re- 


preſentatives in the Church; If they all 


Voted, in large Countries this Would be ex- 
tremely Inconvenient, if not abſolutely Im- 


practicable: and beſides, the Majority muſt 


decide, which would make the National Re- 
ligion the Contrivance of Ignorance, Vice, 


and Folly: For theſe always make the Ma- 


Jocity of the People: And the fame would 
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be the Caſe in the Choice of their Repre- 
ſentatives; But if they were to Chuſe their 


Repreſentatives, yet being only Men, they 
could only give their Repreſentatives a Hu- 
man Right, which is not ſufficient to give a 


Right in Matters Divine and Religious; 


And ſince all Perfons concerned in Religion, 
muſt come from God to the People, and 
be Embaſſadors from him to the People, 
therefore that God muſt have the Nomina- 


ting them, becauſe he muſt appoint his own 


Embaſladors, and alſo preſcribe upon what 


Terms, and by whom: he will be approach- 


ed: and conſequently, the-Clergy muſt have 
a better Claim to their Power than only by 
Election from the People. Beſides. In all 
Mechanick and Political Arts, where it is 
Neceſſary to have a Government, and to 


Lodge it in particular Hands, it is ever the 
way to entruſt it with thoſe, who by their 


Education, Knowledge, and Employment, 
are beſt Qualined to give Directions in that 
particular Way of Buſineſs, and to judge of 
it with the greateſt Exacineſs: The Clergy 
therefore, even on this Account, are to have 
the chief Direction in Matters of Religion. 


In truth, Religion is a Scheme that is a perfect 
Contradiction to the common Luſts, Appetites, 
Inclinations, and Intereſts of a Degenerate 


World, and Would ſoon dwindle to a Plea- 
ſurable, Profitable, or Faſhionable Hypo- 


theſis, if the Whole Management of it were 


to be left to the Choice of the Multitude: 
And therefore it is neceſſary, that there 


| ſhould be a Power lodged ſomewhere, to 


entorce it upon an Obſtinate and Rebellious 


Hee; 
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Age; If it were not ſo: if the People could 

chuſe a Sett of Governours for themſelves in 

things Sacred, this muſt have an III Influ- 

ence upon the Civil Government, in all thoſe 
Countries, Where the Supremacy Was not by 
Election: for the People would ſoon take an 
Advantage to entruſt ſome few Civil Rights 

with their Religious Repreſentatives, how 
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elſe could they Support their Order againſt 5 
the Magiſtrate, Where they could plead no 4 
Pivine Right? And this would ſoon Riſe to & i 
an Uſurpation z Whereas by Eſtabliſhing a + il 


Divine Right, God has given Power enough 
to ſupport the Being of his Church, without 
Injuring the Power of the Magiſtrate, be- 


LE CS ad any 
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cauſe he has made both theſe Powers Con- 14 
Ren, x „ fl 

For theſe Reaſons, added to thoſe from 44 
Revelation, the Right of Aſſembling in or- Sid 
der to Settle and Determine all Religious Þ 


Matters, muſt be in the Clergy; And this 
Right being Divine, muſt be Independent of 
all Secular Powers: For which Reaſon, the 
Magiſtrate, under Whom , and by Whoſe / 
| Permiſſion, even Divine Rights are to be 
_ Exerciſed and Enjoyed, with all due De- 
_ ference to his Authority which is alſo Di- Wi 
vine, onght not only to allow the Free and | 91 
frequent Exerciſe of this Right, but alſo to 
encourage and promote it, as he loves the 
Church of God, and his own Power, which 
is Strengthned and Advanced by the Sancti- 
ons of Religion. t 

Nowy when Eccleſiaſtical Synods and Aſ- 
ſemblies are thus met together; the Autho- 
rity of Private Judgment is very Conſiſtent 
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with the Authority of ſuch Bodies: that is, 


it is highly reaſonable, that Private Mem- 


bers ſhould Conform in their Sentiments to 


the Judgment of ſuch Aſſemblies, becauſe 


this is the beſt Method to attain the greateſt 
Certainty of Truth. | =; 
Theſe Aſſemblies have not only more of 
the Evidences and Publick Records, which 
are abſolutely Neceſſary towards the For- 
ming of a Right Judgment, than any Pri- 


vate Judge without Wrong to the Pub- 


lick can preſume to be Maſter of, in any 
telerudle Degree; But ſuch Aſſemblies do 


_ or ought to Conſiſt of Men of the greateſt 
Learning, Judgment, and Integrity : and 


therefore, the Reſult of their Debates muſt - 
carry With it a much greater Aſſurance of 
Truth, than can be had from the ſingle O- 
pinion of any one Private Member of the 
Church. | 5 | 
The Authority of Private Judgment, is 
the firſt Principle, upon which the Pub- 
lick Judgment of ſuch an Aſſembly is be- 
gun and brought to Perfection; For then 
are theſe Aſſemblies managed moſt regu- 


larly, and put in the beſt Way poſſible for 
the Promotion of Truth, When every Mem- 


ber has the full and ample Liberty to Uſe 
and Exert the utmoſt of his own Private 
Reaſon upon every Debate, and When not 
only every Member within ſuch an Aſſem- 
bly, but every Member of the Church in 
general, Who is Conſcious to himſelf of 
having made any Diſcovery in Religion, 
has the full Liberty to Communicate it, 
and to plead for it; Now when this is 1 — 
then 
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then is Private Judgment in the full Poſſeſſi- 
on of its Rights, and the complete Exerciſe 


of its Authority: and yet from this Autho- 


rity of Private Fudement reſults the Publick 
Judgment of the whole Aſſembly, and 
therefore the Authority of Private Fudg- 
ment is not only Conſiſtent with the Au- 
thority of the Publick, but is the very Foun- 
dation on which the other is begun and ac- 
compliſhed. n 

No Judgment pronounced by a purely 
Human Authority, can have a greater Cer- 
tainty of being Right and Juſt, than that 
Which takes in not only all the Evidence 
that the Thing is capable of, and all the 
Accounts the whole World over relating to 
that Subject, but alſo all the Reaſons and 
Arguments of every Individual Perſon that 
1s concerned in the Judgment; Now in a 


well conſtituted Synod, this is the Method, 


before they come to a Publick Judgment : 
Therefore that Publick Judgment has the 


greateſt certainty of Truth: and confequent- 


Iy Private Judgment muſt be conſiſtent with 
it, ſo far as it ought” to be conſiſtent with 
that, which has the greateſt Certainty of 
Truth. „ 

It has often been objected, that Synods 
have in their Judgments perſued Siniſter and 
Worldly Ends, and have endeavoured in a 
great Meaſure to eſtabliſh their own Po- 


er and Wealth, and to gratify their own 


Ambition: and this is Notoriouſſy True; 
But then, Shame and the Terror of being 


found out and detected by Private Judges, 


the Fear of being expoſed to the Frowns 5 
= | 5 i the 
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the State, the Dread of having even their 


juſt Power taken away if they abuſe it, and 
the conſtant Oppoſition which the Unſound 
Part of the Aſſembly are ſure to find from 


the more Judicious and Sincere Members, 
are prevailing Motives to Awe theſe Aſſem- 
blies into an 'Impartial purſuit of Truth _ 
and Juſtice ; Whereas Private Judges have 
the ſame Ambition, Love of Power and 
Wealth : otherwiſe Publick Judges could not 
have them : and therefore their Determina- 


tions, which are not Publick, nor to be ac- 
counted for to the Publick, will want thoſe 


Awes which influence Aſſemblies z No one 
is to Diſpute concerning anothers Thoughts, 
no State can direct them, neither is there in 
Man any Principle of Oppoſition or any 


Debates but with his own Conſcience, which 


muſt ſtill proceed upon Private Knowledge; 9 


ſo that Private Judges are more likely to be 


Partial and Corrupt than Publick. 


It is very true, that Hereſies have been 


eſtabliſhed by Synods: and ſeveral of the 


Councils of the Church have gone a great 
way in corrupting Religion; But the very 


Hiſtory of thoſe Synods is a Proof, that they 


were Irregularly managed; Thus moſt of 
the Popjſh were dependent either upon the 
Secular Powers, or upon the See of Rome ; 


Many ofthe Synods of the Reformed Churches 


were Awed by the Government, under 


which they were Tolerated, and this was 


the Reaſon, why they were Deficient in 


their Models; But it is hard to bring an In- 

ſtance of a Council, againſt whom there is 
no plain Exception in Hiſtory, either that 
; 2 " ay 


they were partially ſummoned, or Awed 
When they Met, that did any Miſchief 
to the Church; Whereas Private Judg- 
ment, When it is in its full Power, left 
wholly to its ſelf, Independent in its En- 
quiries, and at Liberty to publiſh them, is 


then moſt diſpoſed to be Wrong: For where- 


ever it has been permitted in the Exerciſe of 


this Power, it has been the Parent of Errors, 


Schiſms, Factions, Diviſions, Broils, Wars, 
Tumults, Blaſphemy, Atheiſm, Profane- 
neſs, and all manner of Evil: There being 
ſcarce any one Hereſy or Impious Doctrine 
and Tenet, but what was the Product of 
ſome Private Judge, who took Advantage 
from the Sloth or Impotence of the Publick, 
to propagate and ſpread the Contagion ; 
| Whence it is plain, that the Publick Judg- 
ment carries with it the greater Certainty 
of Truth, ſince Private Judgment, even its 


beſt State, is ſo much more eaſily ſeduced 


into Error and Falſhood. 

Some have been of Opinion. that Private 
Judgment is much more Conſiſtent with 
a Perſuaſfve Power only, if that were all 
that belong'd to the Clergy, than with a 
Power to Dire# and Command; And this 
would certainly be true, if Religion were a 
Worldly Senſual Syſtem, contrived in Com- 
plyance to all the Luſts, Appetites, and In- 
ciinations of Human Nature, and with a 
deſign to Humour and Oblige them; Then 
indeed, the Art of Perſuaſion would be bet- 


ter than Authority, and make more Con- 
verts; But the Caſe is exactly contrary: and 


therefore if to Perſuade only, were the Bu- 
12 ſineſs 
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An EssAx on Chap. VIII. 
ſineſs of the Clergy, the Prieſts of Bacchus, 
of Ceres, of Mahomer, or thoſe that could 
improve the Doctrines of Diſpenſations, In- 
dulgences, and Venial Sins, would be the 
moſt prevailing: and Chriſtianity, if it had 


: not an Authority ſuperior to ſuch Rhetorick, 


' 
i 
j 
7 
T 
i! 


would ſoon loſe Ground in the World, and 
in another Generation perhaps be quite Ex- 
tinct. Beſides, Perſuaſion is a Power that 
belongs to every Rational Creature upon 
Earth, If therefore there be ſuch a Society 
in Being as the Church, there muſt belong to 
its Clergy or Governours ſome greater Pow- 
er than only that of Perſuaſion 
To ſay, that he, who thinks with the Pub- 

lick, may be Wrong, 1s True: but Nothing 
to the purpoſe; For he who thinks out of 
the Abnndance of his own Knowledge, may 
not only be in the Wrong as well as when 
he thinks with the Publick, but is in much 
greater Danger of being ſo; And to ſay, 
when we think with the Publick, our 
Thoughts are None of our own, is Non- 
ſenſe: For by the very ſame Argument, 
when we borrow our Thonghts or any 
part of our Knowledge from Books or from 
Converſation, theſe, though never ſo In- 
ſtructing and Uſeful, may be called none of 
our own too, and by this Argument, made 
perfectly Uſeleſs and Incapable of doing us 
any Good. . 
Either a Man muſt be an Enthuſiaſt, and 
pretend an Immediate Impulſe from Heaven, 
or muft have full Proof of his own Self-ſaffi- 
ciency, Which is in ſome degree to uſurp the 
Omniſcience of God: or elſe he muſt E 
| | O 
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for the Benefit of the Publick, and his own 
Information, to Communicate his Knowledge, 
to have it tried and determined, and to Sub- 


mit to that Determination: for the Publick 


has a Right to Truth, and conſequently may 
command it from all its Members and Sub- 
jects, to have it Examined by proper Judges, 
in Order to get it Eſtabliſned for the Uſe of 
all Parties, and the Reformation of Mankind; 
There muſt therefore be ſuch an Authority 
to Examine and to Eſtabliſh, and even this 1s 
for the Sake of Private Fudement : and con- 
ſequently Private Fudgment muſt be conſiſtent 
with, and agreeable to, ſuch an Authority in 
the Publick. | Ee 
If Private Judgment were not conſiſtent 
with the Authority of Synods and Councils, 
becauſe that Authority is Superior to it, then 
When the Publick Judgment was paſſed, it 
would be Unalterable and Irreverſable: ſo that 
Private Judges muſt for ever after be ſilent, 
and conſequently Synods and Eccleſiaſtical 
Aſſemblies would meet no more; But ſince 


they continue, Private Judgment is ſtill in 


force, and may go on to Try, Examine and 
Enquire after Truth, provided it reſorts as 
uſual to the Publick, for a final Determina- 
tion. The Authority of an Inferior Court is 
not utterly taken away and aboliſhed, be- 


cauſe a Superior Court may Try, Examine . 


and Reverſe its Decrees : and by the ſame 
Rule, Private Fudgment is not utterly an- 


null'd, but is conſiſtent with the Authority 


of Publick Judgment, notwithſtanding the 


Authority of the Publick is Superior to the 
Tho! 


Authority of Privare Judgment. 
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An Es8av on Chap. VIII. 
Tho our Saviour and his Apoſtles came with 
an Authority that was from God, and there- 
fore could not have any Superior upon Earth; 
Yet where-ever they came, they always be- 
gan their Miſſion by applying to the Church: 
thus Chriſt reſorted to the Synagogues, taught 
in the Temple, and reaſoned with the Doctors, 
even at his firſt ſetting ont in the Exerciſe of 


this Prieſtly Office; Neither are there any of 


his Sermons or Publick Speeches, but the 
Scribes, Phariſees, and Governors of the Few- 
1 Church are chiefly addreſs'd to in them; 
Such regard had our Saviour and his Inſpired 


Followers to the Publick, that the firſt thing 


they attempted to obtain, was the Judgment 


and Authority of the Church, which they 


every Where Submitted to, where it was 


| not Inconſiſtent with the Faith they taught; 


And this Faith they did not offer to obtrude 
upon the World as their own Private Opi- 
nion, but as the Revealed Will of God; For 
Chrift himſelf does poſitively ſay, That if 


be bore Record of Himſelf, his Record would 


not be True; But it was the Father that bore 
Record of him and of his Doctrine: ſo that 
the Authority by which he taught was Su- 
perior to that of any Human Judicatory , 
and yet he himſelf, who had this Divine Au- 
thority, ſhewed the greateſt Regard Imagi- 


nable to the other, which was purely Hu- 


man. | 
Now ſince the Authority of Synods and 


Fccleſiaſtical Aſſemblies is fo far Superior to 


that of any Private Judge or Member of the 


Church, and fince Private Fudzment is then 


only in the full Exerciſe of its Authority, 


When 
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when it can reſort to ſuch Synods, in order 
to be Tryed, Rectified, and Confirmed : It 
muſt ſeem ſtrangely prepoſterous in thoſe 

Writers, Who magnify the Power of Private 
Judgment, to Declare ſo openly and profeſ- 
ſedly as they do, againſt the very Being of 
Synods and Councils ; This can proceed from 
nothing burinveterate Hatred to Truth; for 

by making Private Fudgment abſolute, as it 

muſt be, if Synods and Councils were Abo- 
liſhed, we ſhould ſoon run into an univerſal 
Choas in Learning : Every one would have 
his own Private Judgment, and conſequently 

Contradictions, Oppoſite Doctrines, and the ; 
greateſt Abſurdities would paſs and prevail 19 

as True, and we ſhould bring the Republick 

of Learning into the utmoſt Confuſion and 
Diſorder. Whereas he, who really Loves 
Truth, and exerts the utmoſt Force and 

Power of his own Private Judgment, to find 

and underſtand it, Will be in pain, till the 
Diſcovery he has made can come to be Tried 
and Examined by the Learned, and ſo be put 
into a Way to be made Publick and National, 
for the Honour of the Inventor, and the Be- 
nefit of Mankind; Such an Impartial Judge 
muſt therefore certainly wiſh, that the Sy- 
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nods.and Councils of the Church may meet : A 
often, and when they do meet that they » \| 
may be ſo Directed, as to have their Enqui- 99 
ries Regular and Impartial. As a Lawyer ll 
wiſhes for a Term, or an honeſt Client for a 1 
ſpeedy Hearing, ſo ſhould he, who values 19 
Truth as he does his Lands or Poſſeſſions, | ö 
heartily deſire that the Church may always lf 
enjoy a Power to Meet, Aſſemble and Judge | 


il. 
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in all Religious Matters that ſhall be brought 
before them: and that ſuch Meetings may be 
frequent and ordinary, their Proceedings free 
from Strife, or any Awe or Byaſs, whereby 
they may never be Induced to vary from, 
or conceal any the moſt Inconſiderable Arti- 
cle of Religion; for in the Multitude of Such 
Counſellors, there is Sof. 
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Cn A P. IX. 
The Church of England allows Greater 
Privileges to Private Judgment, han 
any other Church or Congregation in the 
World. This Indulgence ought to ſtreng- 
then her own Authority, and win over 
all Impartial Searchers after Truth to 
ber Communion. : 


I Have already proved, that Private Fuds- | 


I ment and Publick are conſiſtent, and agree 

very well together, notwithſtanding one of 
theſe is ſuperior to the other; and that when 
they obſerve this Due Subordination, and this 
Conſiſtency, the Reſult of it is, that a Church 
ſo conſtituted muſt in all its Publick Deter- 
minations approach as near to Infallibility, 


as it is poliible for any Man or Society of 


Mien to do, in this Life. | | 
Where Private Judgment is in full Force, 
and every Member of the Church enjoys the 
Intire Freedom of Searching, Examining, and 
Enquiring after the Meaning, Force, Evi- 


dence, and in ſhort, the whole Nature of all 
Divine Truths, and can freely communicate 


theſe to the Publick: There the Publick, af- 
ter the Beſt aud moit Impartial Debates, has 
the moſt ample Teſtimony and Evidence of 
Truth that it can have, and may Deter nine 
accordingly ; And Where there is 4 Chriſtian 
Church which has a Power to Meet, aud Ai- 
Temble in Councils aud Synods, to Try, 

| * Judge, 
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Judge, and Examine, all the Private Judg- 


ments that are brought before them, and full 


Authority to Determine thereupon: There 
it is truly Primitive and Apoſtolical, and has all 
that is requiſite to preſerve Truth and Uni- 
ty; and conſequently, a Church thus conſti- 
tuted, mult be the beſt in the World. 
Now let us apply theſe Marks to the 


Cbureb of England, which we, who are of 
her Communion , do own to be the Pureſt 


and Beſt Conſtituted Church upon Earth, and 
let us ſee how exactly they agree; Where- 
by we ſhall eſtabliſh our own Judgment and 
Choice, and prove her to be, what we be- 
lieve ſhe is, in Reality, . 

As to her Authority, ſhe has the Utmoſt 
that a Chriſtian Church is capable of, having 
all thoſe Holy Orders, with all the Ordina- 

ry Powers annexed to them, by direct and 
known Succeſſion from the Apoſtles, which 


the Primitive Church enjoyed in its Purity. 


This Authority, upon the Church's uniting 
with the State, was ſet out and diſtinguiſhed 
from the Civil, by Plain Law and Cuſtom, 


confirmed and enlarged by the Piety and 


Munificence of our Beſt and Greateſt Kings. 
If through the Iniquity of the Times, and the 


many Shocks we have lately felt all over 
the Body Politick, which is fo cloſely joined | 


to the Church, This Authority has not had its 
full Exerciſe, or has not exerted it ſelf in 
proportion to the Growth of Faction and He- 


reſy: That is no proof but there is ſuch an 


Authority both by the Law and the Goſpel; 
Bleſſed be God, it now again begins to ga- 
ther Strength, and to revive: Our Synods 

3 | | Ae 
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are reſtored to their Ancient Privileges, and 
we may now, by the Aſſiſtance and Con- 
currence of a Wiſe and Pious Queen, hope to 


ſee Truth more firmly eſtabliſhed, and Unity 


preſerved amongſt us. 
If on the other Hand, we conſider the 
great and flouriſhing Power of Private FJude- 


ment amongſt us, and how far this is per- 


mitted and allowed by the Church, we 
have no Reaſon to cpmplain, that we are 
Blinded by our Clergy, that we are Denied 
the Privilege of being Evidences for the 
Truth, of Exerting all the Powers of Conſci- 
ence, and making our ſelves as Wiſe, as 
Learned, and as Religious as we can. But 
I ſhall be particular on this Head, and ſhall 
give Many and Undeniable Inſtances of the 
Indulgence of the Church in this Article: 
Enough, I hope, to convince and reform 
thoſe, who make this want of Allowance 
to Private Fudgment, the Pretence of their 
Irreconcilable Averſion to our Clergy. 

The Education of ' our Youth 1s for the 
moſt part entruſted with our Clergy, ſo that 


here the Foundation is laid for the Freedom 


of Private Fudgment. It is very true, that 
purſuant to the Baptiſmal Vow, and the En- 


5 PEEL entered into at the Font. our Chil 


ren are taught the Rudiments of the Chri- 


ſtian Religion, and ſo trained by Degrees to 


the Doctrines of the Church; And this is 
moſt reaſonable; Every Maſter teaches that 
to another Which himſelf believes is the 
Truth; If he did not, he Would be a Decei- 


ver and betray his Pupil; But then our Youth 


are brought up to all thoſe Arts and Sciences, 
+8” 2 which 


%. 
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Which ſerve to clear their Minds from Preju- 
dices, to eſtabliſh in them the True Method 
of Fair Reaſoning, and all the Critical Arts 
of diſcerning between Conviction and Fal- 
lacy ; Nothing is neglected, that may make 
them, when they come to the Uſe of their 
Private Judgment, Free in their Enquiries, 
and Impartial in their Sentiments. Logick, 
Mathematicks, Languages, Grammar, and 
every Art, that Improves the Powers of Na- 


ture to Think and Diſcern aright, are taught 


in Great Britain, and underſtood by our Cler- 
y, in as much Perfection, as in any the Po- 
iteſt Part of Europe. That Order has affor- 
ded us Eminent Profe ſſors in all thoſe Arts, 
and Authors that have contributed as much 


as any of the moſt admired Foreigners, to 


their Advancement and Improvement. In 
our Univerſities, not only all thoſe Princi- 
= of Reaſon and Nature, that ſupport Re- 
igion, but even the Fundamentals of our 
Faith, are publickly expoſed to Queſtion, 


freely debated, and argued againſt every 


Day, as if they had never been Tried or Diſ- 
cuſſed before; So that in the Article of Edu- 
cation, nothing is Wanting on the Part of the 
Clergy, to train up Private Judgment in the 
beſt way imaginable, for the Purſuit and 
Attainment of Truth. . 

The Scriptures, Which are the Rule of 
Private Judgment in Matters of Religion, are 
freely communicated to our Laity in their 
own Mother- Tongue, ſo freely, that there 
is nothing Which our Clergy do ſo much in- 
culcate, as the ſerious Study and frequent 
Peruſal of them; Then they are * 

e cate 
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cated in ſuch Order, and with ſo condeſcen- 
ding a Regard to Weak Memories, that the 

meaneſt may not be deprived the Benefit of 

them. Some Part of theſe is read every Day 
in the Service of the Church to our People, 1 
and a Portion of it made the conſtant Sub- 91 
ject of all that mighty Labour of Preaching | 
which is, amongſt us. It would be end- 
leſs to enumerate the many Volumes that 
have been Written to explain theſe Oracles 
of God : And not only to make them Intel- 
ligible to the loweſt Capacities, but alſo to 
prove and aſſert them as Genuine and of Di- 
vine Authority, againſt the Objections and 
Cavils of the moſt Subtle and Learned He- 
reticks. So that nothing has been neglected 
by our Church, to ſet before every Private 
Judge, and to explain to him , that only 
Rule, which 1s to be the Meaſure of his 
Faith and Knowledge, in Matters of Reli- 
oO | DS ? || 
The Fathers, Councils, Church- Records, ns 4 jf 
and Hiſtorians, make the Pattern, which ll 
ſets before us that True Image of the Firſt, 1 
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Pure, Chriſtian, Apoſtolica! Church, ere it # if 
was corrupted with Errors and Hereſies; 1 
By which we may ſee, when our own ä 
Church is like it: when Spotleſs and Beau- | I 
tiful, and when it Degenerates and Varies # || 


from the Original. And here the Induſtry 0 
of our Clergy is never enough to be com- 4 i 
mended, who have taken all imaginable Care 1 
to preſerve theſe Evidences, to compare and 14 
reconcile them: To vindicate them againſt | ll 
the Exceptions of Captious and Sceptical 1 
Writers, and to put the moſt Uſeful m Z (3 
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meaneſt Readers; So that nothing is wan- 
ting on their Parts, to let every Private 
Judge ſee, what this Pattern is, What the 
pure Primitive Church was, whereby they 


may freely compare it with their own. 


In the mean time, all the Doctrines, Ar- 


_ ticles, Canons, and Diſcipline of our Church, 


In ſhort, all things that are required as Terms 
of Communion, are fully and freely Commu- 
nicated and Publiſhed : Nothing is kept in 
Reſerve : But every the Meaneſt Member 
Sees, and Reads, and may Conſider, what 
He is to Believe, to Acknowledge, and to 
Practiſe, in Order to Join himſelf to the 


Church of England; He has all and every 


Part of the Terms Opened and Explained to 


him: So that he cannot without Difficulty 
«miſtake them; The Reaſonableneſs of every 


Article, the Conformity between the Do- 
ctrines and the Scriptures, and between the 
Diſcipline of ours, and the Primitive Church, 
ſo fully made out, that every Private Judge 
takes nothing Implicitly, but becomes a 


Member of the Church of England; with his 
Eyes broad open, and knows exactly what 


is required of him, When he makes that 


r 8 ; 


And as he is thus far qualified to exerciſe 
his Private Judgment Impartially, by through- 
ly underſtanding the Terms of Communion 
which the Church injoins, when he chuſes 


her Society: So She takes care to let him 


know, what he rejects and refuſes at the 
very ſame time. Whatever either the Deiſt, 


| Socinian, Papiſt, Preſbyterian , or any other 


Church, 
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Church, or Congregation, can ſay for them- 
ſelves, is freely told and publiſhed in Eng- 
„land; Our Clergy not only Permit, but En- 
\ | # quire and Search for, and Communicate the 
everal Accounts relating to the Faith and 
State of Foreign Churches, They are Freely 
heard amongſt us, and the Beſt of their 
Books are tranflated into our Mother-Tongue ; 
The Clergy all the while encouraging this 
Sort of Learning, by diſputing publickly 
with them, and thereby provoking them 
to diſcloſe their Principles, the Secrets of 
their Church, and the Arguments by which 
they Defend it. So that every Impartial 
and Private Judge, who 1s of our Church, 
has ample Liberty and Opportunity to know, 
not only his own Church, and her Doctrines 
and Diſcipline, but the Doctrines and Diſci- 
pline of all other Churches in the World: 
Whereby he may compare them together 
freely, and ſee the Difference between them. 
The Freedom of Controverſy Was never 
greater than in the Church of England; The 
Preſs is open, Converſation almoſt unlimi- | 
ted: and every one Speaks, Writes, and in 
Prints his Sentiments, without Diſturbance ; 5 
If a through Examination, a vigorous Oppo- 
ſition, and the moſt ſevere Tryal that ever 
any Church under went, from all Ranks and 
Orders of Private Judges, are enough to E- 9 4 
ſtabliſh the Church of England for ever, ſhe 2108 
muſt be Immoveable. Not an Article, not |  þ 
a Ceremony, but has been Queſtioned, De- 
bated, and largely and learnedly Defended by 
her Clergy; And at one time or other, her 
whole Conſtitution, Doctrine, and Diſci. 
555 : L 4 -- - yn 


line, have paſſed the utmoſt Enquiries of 
Pipe Judgment, and ſtood the Laſt Shock 
of Diſpute. Indeed the Clergy have often 
and very juſtly taken Umbrage at this Li- 
centiouſneſs of the Preſs, and theſe Exceſſes 
of Wrangle; When Men will be Witty in- 


Read of being Learned upon Religion: 


When they Rail, or Cant, or Cavil, inſtead 
of propoſing a reaſonable Doubt or Objecti- 
on: When they Perſiſt and Squabble for the 
Laſt Word, or When they only Diſpute o- 
ver he already Anſwered and Condemned 
Notions of the Hereticks and Gainſayers of 
Antiquity : In theſe Caſes, the Church does 
Complain, and very juſtly call this, Liber- 
ty 4buſed, and would interpoſe and exert 
her Authority; For ſhe has an Authority, 
tho' not an Authority to erect an Inquiſiti- 


on: and yet ſome are apt to Diftinguiſh 


even the Loweſt Degree of Authority by 
that Name. Where any Writer or Dif- 
on who was perſuaded in himſelf, that 

e had made any Diſcovery. in Religion, or 
could (et the Church right in any one Arti- 


cle, was willing in an Humble and Modeſt _ 


way to Communicate it to the Publick : 


Our Clergy always heard him gladly, ar- 


gued with him freely, and either gave him 
Reaſons ſufficient to Convince him, or elfe 
ſubmitted to thoſe which he brought them ; 
For I defy the Adverſaries of the Church to 
ſhew me any one conſiderable Author, of 


nny Sect or Religion whatever, Who has by 


any the leaft Pretence to Reaſon attacked 
any the ſmalleſt Article or Ceremony of the 


Church, but the Clergy have amply and 


fully 
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fully anſwered all thoſe Objections, and 
have condeſcended even to take Notice of 
Enthuſiaſts, Railers, Canters, and ſuch deſpi- 


cable Writers, as might juſtly have been 


Neglected, Were not the Weak to be Hu- 
moured, and even be Fool ro be anſwered, 
leaſt he ſhould be Wiſe in his own Conceit. 
It muſt therefore be acknowledged, that 


Private udgment has not been debarred any 


one of its juſt Privileges by he Church of 


England, nor deprived of the due Freedom 


of Controverſy. 

There can be no better Proof of a Church's 
encouraging Private Judgment, in the Free 
and Impartial Enquiry after Truth, than 
when upon full Evidence and Conviction, 
and by Information from any of its Private 
Members, it rectifies a Miſtake though of 
long continuance, Reforms her Self, and 
lays aſide her Corruptions. Now zhe Church 
w England has given this Proof of her Sin- 
cerity; In the Days of Popery ſhe made ſe- 
— — Efforts to throw off that into- 
lerable Yoke; Some of the Romiſb Abſurdi- 
ties ſhe ſhook off long before the Total Re- 
formation : and was not altogether ſo Cor- 
rupt, as the more Bigotted Nations of Europe; 
At the Reformation ſhe ſeperated intirely, 
and purged her ſelf from the Droſs and Su- 
perſtition of her former Faith. By this Rent 
from Rome, ſhe again joined her ſelf to the 
Pure Primitive Church of the Cyprianick 
Age ; But not long after was deluded and 


debaſed, over-run with grievous Errors, her 
D.iſcipline and Ceremonies trod under Foot, 


and the whole Conſtitution loſt in _— 
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Sub- diviſions, and an univerſal Deſolation 


and Confuſion ; After this, upon the Reco- 


very of a better Mind, ſhe revived once 


more, Waſhed her felf Clean, and returned 


to her Primitive Innocence. Thus the Church 


M England, by having Reformed ſo often 


already, has given ſufficient Proofs, that ſhe 


Will do fo again, whenever ſhe is convinced 


of being in the Wrong z And therefore, ſhe 
calls upon all her Members to Exert the ut- 


moſt of their Judgment and Learning, to 
ſhew her when ſhe Errs, and thereby to 
Contribute towards making her as Pure as 
tis poſſible for her to be, in aState of Tryal 


and Frailty. And this is another remark- 
able Inſtance, how great a Reſpect the Church 
of England has for the juſt Rights and Au- 


thority of Private Fudgment. 


There are ſeveral of the Firſt and moſt 


apparently Divine Rights of the Church, in 
the Exerciſe of which great Regard 1s had to 


the Authority of Private Judgment ; Thus 


in the Ordination of Biſhops, Prieſts, and 
Deacons, the People are called upon to Ob- 


je& againſt the Perſons propoſed, and to 


join their Private Teſtimony to the Decree 
of the Church, in conferring thoſe Digni- 


ties. $0 again, in the Ceremony of Mar- 
riage, the People are at Liberty to declare 
every thing Which they Judge or Know to 


be an Impediment in the Parties: And at 


the Holy Communion of the Lord's Supper, 
if they are ſcandalized at the Preſence of any 
Notorious Offender, who has not yet ſatiſ- 
fed the Juſtice of the Church, they may 
publickly demand to have him Repelled, if 


his 
: i 
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his Crime be ſuch as he perſiſts in, and ſuch 
as the Church has adjudged to deſerve that 


Puniſhment ; Nay even in performing the 
laſt Remains of Primitive Excommunicati- 


on, every Private Member is concerned, and 
the Church is anſwerable if the People be 
not ſatisfied in that Sentence, ſo far as they 
are Evidences either for or againſt it. So 
great a Regard has the Church for Private 
Judgment in all theſe Caſes, that we ſee it 
will not Exerciſe any of its moſt Important 
and Unconteſted Rights, without the Con- 
currence, Aſſiſtance, and Approbation of e- 
very Private Member. | 


There cannot be given ſo full an Account | 


of what great Allowances our Engliſh Sy- 
nods and Eccleſiaſtical Aſſemblies have made 
to Private Judgment, becauſe there have been 


very few Synods ſince the Reformation, 


Though now by the Juſtice and Piety of a 
Religious Queen, we hope to ſee them Flou- 
riſh in the full and conſtant Exercife of all 
that Power, which is abſolutely neceſſary 
to make them uſeful to the Church, and a 
Terror to its Enemies. But ſince there is no 
Decree of thoſe holy Aſſemblies, which for- 
bids the meaneſt Member 'of the Church to 


reſort to them, for full and ample Satisfacti- 


on in all thoſe Doubts or Objections againſt 
the Preſent Conſtitution, Which he cannot 
otherwiſe get rid of; And it the Conduct 
of our Clergy in Convocation may be gueſſed 
at, by their Conduct and Condeſcenſion to 
Private Judgments out of Convocation: Or 


if we can Form any Notion of their Indul- 
gence, from their great and ſingular Pati- 
H TE oh 
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ence and Forbearance, in the Caſe of a Pro- 
feſſed Heretick now before them, who by 
owning the Son to be God Adorable and yet 
not Coemous to the Father, has plainly aſ- 
ſerted thar monſtrous Ablurdity of an In- 
equality in the God-head, and Scandalized 
even Arius, in falſly aſſuming his Name: 
there is no Room to doubt, but they Will 
in all other things, have the ſame Regard 
for Private Judgment, that the Church of 
— ever had, ſince the Days of the Apo- 
es 

It has been the Glory of the Church of 
England, to have many other Churches, 
Mn from her in Doctrine and Worſhip, 
Witneſſes for her Reputation, and Laviſh in 
her Praiſes: more perhaps than any one 
National Church beſide can boaſt of; So that 
the ſtands faireſt for the Title of Univerſal, 
it the Univerſal Church were to be choſen 
by the Votes of all the National Churches: 
" Right that ſome Men have pleaded for in 
this Caſe. Now all this is owing to her 
Clemency and Good Opinion of others; She 
does not Deny Salvation to every Communi- 
on but her own :; and therefore when any 
Private Member quits her Pale, and goes over 
to another Church, cho ſhe pities him, ſhe 
does not preſently pronounce him poſi tively 
Damned but is willing to believe, that he 
is perſuaded he is in the Right, and therefore 
purſues him with freſh Arguments, En- 
deavours to recal him, and upon his Convi- 
Aion makes his Admiſſion Eaſy, and the 
Terms Moderate ; And this Treatment of 
Deſerters is another Proof of her Great Con- 
| deſcenſion 
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deſcenſion to the Authority of Private Fudg- 


ment. | 
The laſt Inſtance J ſhall mention, is the 
abundant Tenderneſs and Indulgence of the 


Church of England towards Conſciences ruly 


Scrupulons, tho thoſe who own thei, con- 
tinue in a conſtant Adherence to Sets and 
Parties, without Orders and without Diſci- 
pline, and in Oppoſition to a Church, where 
all theſe are in Perfection: and all this for 
the Sake of a few things purely Ceremonial, 


tho* they are ſuch, as no Church, Sect, or 


Society, not even their own, can well ſub- 
fit without. The Toleration was at firſt 
granted purely for the Sake of Popery, and 
in order to Introduce that among the reſt of 
the Sects, that would in all Likelihood take 
the Benefit of ſuch a Grant: and for this Rea- 
ſon, the wiſeſt Diſſenters at firſt oppoſed it; 
But fince it has gained Ground, and been 
made conſiſtent with the Excluſion of the 
Papiſts, the Church of England has been re- 
preſented as the Greateſt Enemy to it, and 
the moſt ready to get it Repealed. This 
Suggeſtion, for it 1s no better, was of Admi- 
rable Uſe; for when-ever the. Diſſenters 
grew Craving, and Exceeded the Juſt Bounds 
of their Liberty, any Endeavour in the Church 
to obviate this, Was called a malicious De- 
ſign upon the Toleration; as if there Were 
no Medium between a Criminal's being ex- 
empt from Puniſhment, and hi, Claimi g a 
Title to Power; Infomuch that a late At- 
tempt of the Church to hinder them from 
protaning her Altars by the moſt Impudent 
and Inexcuſable Hypocriſy, was Conſtrued 
| 5 to 
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to ſignify an Infringement of the Toleration. 
But notwithſtanding theſe falſe and trifling 
Inſinuations, the Church does believe, and is 


throughly perſuaded, that a Truly Scrupulous 


and Weak Diſſenter, ought to be Uſed Ten- 
derly; This Truth has been proclaim'd pub- 


lickly enough: and many of the moſt Pious, 
Learned and Moderate Men amongſt them, 


have with Gratitude owned the Favours of 
the Church of England, and the Temper of 
her Clergy. It is notorious, that tho' the 


QUEEN has publickly declared in favour of 


the Church, conftantly adhered to its Com- 
munion, and expreſſed a Zeal tor it that no 
worldly Difficulties could ſurmount: and 
tho Parliaments, in whoſe Hands that Law 


Is, have met, who vigorouſly purſued the 


true Intereſt of the Church: yet no Attempt 
or Offer has been yet made, to abrogate or 
annul it, But on the contrary, all imagina- 


ble Aſſurances have been given, that it ſhould 


be maintained Inviolably ; A Favour, that 
ought to be attended with equal Aſſurances 
from the Diſſenters, that they will amply 


Deſerve it; And this is another Inſtance, 


what great Regard the Church of England 


has, to the Authority of Private Fudg- 


ment. To | 
From theſe Inſtances it appears, that the 
Church of England makes many and remar- 


| kable Allowances to Private Fudgment, and 


acknowledges its Authority in the utmoſt 


Extent poihible, ſo as to make it conſiſtent 


with the Publick Authority. I ſhall now 
ſhew, that no other Church or Sect in the 
World has the ſame Regard for Private Fudg- 


ment 
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ment, that the Church of England has: and I 
mall inftance chiefly in thoſe Churches and 
Sects, which ſet up for her Rivals and Ad- 


verſaries. | | 
The Church of Rome, our great Competitor, 
has ſo little Regard for Private Judgment, 
that they negle& no Pains nor Power to 


ſtifle and ſuppreſs it; In the Education of 


their Youth, they confine them to their own 
Logick and their own Philoſophy, which 
are purpoſely contrived to weaken the Pow- 


ers and Evidences of Senſe and Reaſon, in 


order to prepare the Mind for ſuch monſtrous 


Doctrines, as their Church Would afterwards 


Inculcate. To them we owe that Jargon of 


the Schools, and thoſe Intollerable Mazes and 


Perplexities, Which they have mixed with 


Philoſophy and Divinity, on Purpoſe to 


make Learning Odious, or ſo Intricate, as 


that their own Abſurdities might eaſily gain 


Admiſſion. The Scriptures, which are the 
Rule of Faith, and which they owned to 
be the only Rule till the Trentine Fathers 
had decreed otherwiſe, they keep to them- 
ſelves, and forbid the Laity the Uſe of them; 
Whilſt they mingle ſo many Legendary and 
 Romantick Writers with the Primitive Fa- 
thers, that the Pattern of the ancient 


Church is quite Loft, or ſo Obſcured, that it 


may ſerve as a Pattern for any the moſt 
Corrupt Church upon Earth. The Accounts 
the Church of Rome gives of her own Arti- 
cles and Doctrines, are partial and deficient ; 


There are Secrets in her Religion, which It 
is not thought convenient to communicate to 


the unthinking Laity; And fhe is no leſs 


partial 
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An Ess Ax on Chap. IX. 
artial in her Accounts of other Churches; 
deretical Books are forbid her People, and 
ſuch monſtrous Fables are Invented and Told 
of the Reformed, that the Averſion which 
ought to be founded in the Diſagreement of 
Principles, is worked up to a Perſonal An- 
tipathy. The Freedom of Controverſy is 
Entirely taken away : and the Laity are 
under a Neceſſity of giving no other Reaſon 
for their Faith, but the Faith of the Church. 
Tho' from time to time Great and Learned 
Men have complained of the Corruptions of 
that Church, have Diſputed, Argued, and 
Died in that Cauſe, yet-inſtead of Reform- 
Ing, every Change they have made has been 
for the worſe: The Trentine Innovation, 
which was the Laſt, being a perfe& New 
Model, more monſtrous than any of the for- 
mer. Their Treatment of other Churches 
is very Unchriſtian and Inhuman ; They 
confine Salvation to their own Pale, and 
look upon all without it as Reprobates, and 
in a State of Damnation; For which Rea- 
ſon, they ſcarce ever pardon thoſe, who go 
over to the Hereticks, and will not receive 
them upon their Return : nay there are In- 
ſtances of their having Burnt ſeveral poor 
Wretches, even after they had publickly re- 
tracted their Errors. In the Performance of 
their Publick Worſhip, and the Inſtitution 
of all their Sacraments, the Laity are En- 
tirely excluded from all thoſe gon Rights, 
which the Primitive Church allow'd them. 
Their Synods and Councils are fo far from 
admitting the Evidence of Private Judgment, 
that they are wholly in a {laviſh Dependance 
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to a Pretended Infallible Judge at Rome: and 


the Biſhops and Clergy, Who compoſe thoſe 


Aſſemblies, are but the Inſtruments to exe- 


cute and enforce his Will and Pleaſure upon 


the Laity. They have fo little regard for 
Tender Conſciences, that they know not 
What the Expreſſion means: and are ſo averſe 
to all Diſſention, that they purſue with Fire 
and Faggot all thoſe, who in the leaſt Arti- 
cle Queſtion their Power, or Oppoſe their 


Innovations. By theſe Inſtances it appears, 


how far the Papiſts are from allowing any 
the leaſt Authority to Private Fudement. 


The Preſbyterians are not much behind, if 


we may be allowed to make any Conje- 


Cture at their Proceedings, by what they did 


and profeſſed when they were in Power, 


and by what they {till Practice, where they 
are in Poſſeſſion of the National Church. In 

the Education of their Laity, they are ex- 
tremely Cautious and Sparing: and Whether 


it is becauſe they are not over Learned them- 


ſelves, or are at leaſt Willing to affect the want 
of it, they breed their Pupils, generally 


ſpeaking, to an Averſion for Philoſophy and 
Sound Reaſoning: and in their room Inſtill 
all the Jargon and Cant of their Party, more 
Dangerous and Abſiruſe, if pothble, than 
that of the Papiſts and òchoolmen; So that all 
their Private Judges are prepoſſeſſed and 
prejudiced to Right Thinking. No People 
Talk more of the Scriptures to their Con- 
gregations than they: but then they inſiſt 
chiefly on the Prophetich, and not on the 
Doctrinal Parts of it, excepting only the 
| £ . Moral 
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An Es sAx on Chap. IX. 
Moral Texts: and in General, they chuſe 
rather to Repeat than Explain. The Fathers 


and Church Hiſtorians they Wholly reject, 


and ſo deprive their Laity of all other Pat- 
terns of a Church but themſelves. It is ſel- 
dom or ever that they will diſcloſe the Arti- 
cles of their Faith, or let the People know 
What they believe and profeſs; and when 
they do, the Account is ſo ambiguous and 
imperfect, that Private Judges cannot form 


any juſt Idea of their Church. They are 


ſtrangely uncharitable in their Accounts of 
other Churches, apt to miſrepreſent them, 


Their Synods and Eccleſiaſtical Aſſemblies 


have carry'd the Independent Power much 


igher than the Papiſt, even to a plain pro- 


hi 
feſſed Uſurpation of Lemporal Power ; and 


in many Caſes they have aſſumed Omniſci- 


_ ence it ſelf, and undertaken to judge of the 
Sincerity of the Heart. None make a grea- 
ter Clamour about Toleration than they do, 


where they are to take it: but where they 
are to give it, none profeſs a greater Aver- 
ſion to it; Witneſs the horrid Anathema's 
they pronounc'd againſt all Diſſenters, when 
they were uppermoſt ; How they declaim'd 


againſt the Sin: how Black they made it, 


Equalling it to the Crucifixion of our Savi- 
our, ſince it was a rending to Pieces his 
Myſtical Body. They are Implacable a- 
gainſt all Deſerters of their Communion : 


and by a laie Inſtance it may appear, that 


even to go from one Preacher to another, 
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has been accounted a Damnable Schiſm. By 
theſe Proofs, I think, it is plain, how 
little Regard this Sect has for Private Judg- 
ment. 

The Trdependents, ſince their late cloſe 
Union with the Presbyrerians, notwithſtan- 
ding their ancient Enmity , ſhare many of 
the foregoing Severities amongſt them ; But 
ſuppoſe they were Pure and Unmixt, yet 
their very Conſtitution is at utter Defiance 


with the End and Deſign of Private Judg- 


ment, Which is the Promotion of Truth; 
For where every Congregation 1s a Church, 
and all things belonging to that Church , 
are to be Decided by a Majority, the Wiſ- 


dom and Knowledge of a few muſt be born 


down, and the Ignorance and Folly of the 
many be Eſtabliſhed into Creeds and Arti- 


cles. Beſides, What is Truth in one Inde- 
pendent Congregation may be Hereſy in an- 


other by this Rule; So that this Religion is 


2 mere Self. Contradiction, and therefore at 


utter Enmity with the True Freedom of 
Private Judgment, or an Impartial Enquiry 
after Truth. ; | a 
The Ornakers are fo far from approving 
the old Regular and Tedious Methods of ac- 


quiring Knowledge and Learning in Things 


Sacred, whereby the Judgment may be qua- 
lified to diſcern aright, and to make a wiſe 
Choice, that they have wholly thrown aſide 
all Pretences of Human Literature, to make 


Way for a ſhorter Method of attaining Di- 
vine Truths: which is by Immediate Parti- 


cipation from a Principle they call, The 
| N | 2 Light, 


163 


* _— EO 


b A nnn A vt 


> de „ . 1 5 
RR ˙ A BE Q ̃ ˙UUU A A ee hn a in i Ca E_ — * 


1 
© 
1 
3 
T1 
[4 5 
14 
15 
2 
* 7 
7 
1 
MW 
Li $ 
: 
7 
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Ligbt. Hence they are obliged to take the 
Scriptures from the Teſtimony and Autho- 
rity of the Church tho' they deny that ve- 


ry Authority: becauſe they are not in any 
Degree Maſters of that fort of Learning, 
by which the Canon of Holy Writ is pro- 
ved and aſſerted. By theſe Means they 
utterly deprive their Private Judges both 
of the Rule and the Pattern, and indeed of 
all other Helps to the Attainment of Di- 
vinity, by ſubſtituting a Principle in the 
Room of Human Literature, which the 
Greateſt Maſters among them, cannot con- 
ceive or underſtand, or give their Follow- 
ers any Aſſurances that they are really 
actuated by ſuch a Principle. Mr. Barclay 
was the firſt of their Sect, who ventured 
to give an Intelligible and Determinate 
Account of the Light, which he deſcribes 
as a Subſtance and not an Accident, Born in 
every Man, and yet containing the whole 


Trinity, as Father, Son, and Holy Ghoſt; 
Into the Sentiments of this Author the 


whole Se& have Subſcribed; Now how *tis 
poſſible to conceive or underſtand ſuch a 
Principle, let any one Judge, who ſees 
plainly, that This makes as many Gods as 
Men, and confines the Godhead, which is 
Infinite and fills every thing: And that it 
makes he Light a much Greater God than 

the Trinity, becauſe it contains and cir- 
cumſcribes it; Abſurdities, that no Ratio- 


nal Creature, upon the Common Notions 


of Natural Religion, can believe or digeſt. 
Therefore to impoſe ſo Falſe a P. inciple as 
this 
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this upon Mankind in the Room of the 

Common Principles of Human Learning, is 

a Worſe Blind upon Private Judgment, than 

even the abſolute Authority of the Rowiſh 

Church. There is no ſort of Enthuſiaſm 

but may be Palmed upon the World the 

very ſame way, where no Extraordinary 

Effects can be produced to prove and juſtt- _ 

fy it to be from Heaven. There is not in 

this Caſe the leaſt Pretence of a Miracle; 

It does not free the Preacher from the Com- 

mon Frailties of Nature in the Exerciſe of 

his Function, Nor from Contradictions, Tau- 
tologies, and Abſurdities, Which it were 
Blaſphemy to aſcribe to a Divine Energy; 

And it is eaſy for any ordinary Pretender 

to Declamation, Who owns himſelf to be 

influenced by no Higher Power than what 

is purely Human, to Imitate and Exceed 

the Talents of the moſt Gifted amongſt 

them. Now where ſuch a Principle as this 
prevails, Men are no longer under the Do- 

minion of their own Reaſon, but are mere 
Machines, actuated and ſet a going by ſome- 

thing Extraneous and Supernatural : So that 

Private Judgment is not only taken away, 

but the very Uſe of it, upon this Suppoſi- 

tion, Would be ſinful and abominable; Ac- 
cordingly, when any Member of this Sect 

exerts himſelf to examine his Faith by the 
ordinary Rule of Right Reaſon, and there- 

upon Deſerts his Party, the Leaders of it 

are Implacable: And upon their own Prin- 

ciples can never receive him again; For | : 

they ſay, he Had bis Day, his Iime of Vi- | ; 
| e 32 M ; 
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A Es8av on Chap. IX. 
ſitation, which he has Out- ſinned, and af- 
ter that nothing remains, but a Fearful 


Judgment and Final Reprobation. If at 


any time you demand from one of this 
Tribe, a Reaſon of the Faith that is in 
Him, you aſk upon a Principle that he does 
not acknowledge: And therefore he ſoon 
works himſelf up to that Ferment, which 


is the Evidence of the Deſcent of the Light, 


and anſwers in Prophetick Metaphorical 
Texts, or in ſuch Incoherent Terms of his 
own Party, as he neither can nor will ex- 
plain but by others equally unintelligible, 
ſo that you can never bring them to the 


Form of an Argument, or to any the Com- 
mon Standards of Right Reaſon. Whence 


it is evident, how little Regard this Sect 
pays to the Evidences of Reaſon , and Au- 
thority of. Private Judgment. 

The Deifts, Free-Thinkers, Hobbiſts, La- 
titudinarians, and Libertines, Herd toge- 
ther, uvite in the ſame Intereſt, and make 


one Intire Community: And therefore I 


ſhall conſider them in a Body. They pre- 


tend to carry the Authority of Frivate 


Judgment much higher than any other Or- 
der of Men, and to make this the Diſtin- 
uiſhing Mark of their Party. But by ma- 
ing it Abſolute and Unlimited, they ut- 
terly deſtroy and confound it. It is im- 


poſlible to Judge aright without a Rule; 
and it is their chief Employ to repreſent all 


thoſe as Slaves and Vaſſals, who ſubject 
themſelves to any: And yet none more 
ſtudious or more at à loſs than themſelves 

5 ta 
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to find out one, upon which to found their 
Hypotheſis. Sometimes they begin their 


1 


Scheme with an Imaginary State of Nature, 


that never did or could ſubſiſt in the World; 


Sometimes they would make Nature their 


only God, and at other Times reſolve eve- 
ry thing into the Laſt Great Firſt Princi- 
ple Marrer. It has often been debated a- 
mongſt them, whither they ſhould allow 
the ſame Credit to the Scriptures as to o- 


ther Ancient Hiſtories or Pagan Writers: or 
admit Religion as aMoral or Political Scheme: 
for they will not allow it to be Divine. 


Nor are they leſs Divided about the Ends of 
Living and Acting, whither they ſhould 


reſolve all Human Life into Senſual or In- 
rellectual Pleaſure; So that for want of a 
Rule, And becauſe they could never yet 


agree in compiling a Set of Fundamental 
Articles and Firſt Principles to diſtinguiſh 
their Sect and Profeſſion , they leave all 
Private Judges 1n perfect Ignorance; where- 


by they cannot know them or their Reli- 


glon, what it is, or whither any, or which 
way to be of it, unleſs by this one Gene- 
ral Maxim, that is, always to think as they 


| pleaſe, A State, that Debaſes Human Na- 


ture below Brutes, who have a Rule, that 
of Inſtinct, for the Guidance of Animal Life. 


Endleſs Controverſy , that can never be de- 


termined for want of firſt Principles, is the 


direct Conſequence of ſuch a Perſuaſion ; 
And this is ſo far from being an Impartial 


Search after Truth, that it is Labour in 


vain: For it is ſearching after that, which 
1 can 


SS 


19 
1 
+ 
Wy 
* 3 
* 
G 
Fx" 
1 
* 
+ 
3 
'T 
- 
2 
1. 
al 
4 
= . 
® 1. 
& 
1 
MA 
- "a3 
23 
LE - 
ry 
oO 
36 
4 7 
© 
' Tt! 
N 
* 
11 b 
33 
44 
Ji 
1 
WU 
+ 
=o 
B 
. 
15 . 
17 
iy N 
89 
= 
I 
1 
T | 
= : 
1 ? 
: 4 
: . 
1 VL 
- , 
11 
1 
„ * 
8 * 
1 : 
, 
3 
* 
17 
i 
F 
. ny 
1 
7 U 
6 ö 
4: 
1 4 
1 
= 
£2 
4 7 
i h 
43 
3 
17 
3 N 
5 ” / 
1 
J 
- 2 
0 
> ” 
: 
4 F 
p 5 
11 / 
"y 
bl } 
0 | 
A * 
1 : 
© . 
12 
+ 
0 
1 
1 4 
„ 
(Hl 
"I 
1 
8 
. 
4 


168 


A. Es sar on Chap. IX. 


can never be found, becauſe by the very 


Principle of our Profeſſion, We muſt al- 
Ways be ſearching, which is equivalent to 
a flat Denial of the very Being of Truth, 
or at leaſt of the Neceſſity and Obligations 
we are under to follow and find it. Hence 


it comes to paſs, that thoſe of this Sect, 


who contradi& and oppoſe each other, as 
It is impoilible but they often muſt upon 
ſuch a Latitude of Principles, are ſtill rec- 
koned of the ſame Party with their Adver- 


ſaries, becauſe their Oppoſition proceeds 


from the ſame Common Principle of Free 
Thinking; Truth therefore cannot be regar- 
ded by that Seq, in which Contradictions 


are reconcilable, and ſubſiſt together. Whence 


it is very plain, that this Order of Men, by 


allowing an Abſolute Unlimited Authority 


to Private Judgment, intirely confound and 


deſtroy it. | 


From this Paralel we may eaſily Judge, 
how much the Church of England has the 
Advantage over all the other Churches and 
Secs, that ſet up to Rival her in her Can- 
dour and Clemency, by encouraging Pri- 
vate Judgment in the moſt diligent and im- 
partial Search after Truth; and this muſt 


for ever ſilence and render inexcuſable, all 


our Diflenters and Domeſtick Hereticks, who 


found their Departure from the Eſtabliſhed 


Church upon this very Principle of Private 
Judgment, and yet when they are departed, 


allow much leſs Authority to Private Fuds- | 
ment, than the very Church, from whoſe 


Communion they divide themſelves. No- 
| 5 | thing 
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thing but the groſſeſt Obſtinacy can reliſh ſo 


palpable an Inconſiſtency. 0 

On the other hand, ſince it appears by 
this Account, that the Church of Eng land 
neglects nothing that may ſatisfy every Pri- 
vate Member, in the Reaſons of her Faith: 
and does every thing ſhe can, to attain the 
utmoſt certainty of Truth, and to encou- 


rage and promote all impartial Enquiries - 


after it: nothing ought to be omitted on 
the ſide of the Laity, which may ſtrength- 
en and advance her Authority; for after 
the utmoſt Evidence and Aſſurance that 
can be had, to diſcover and aſcertain Truth, 


nothing but Authority is wanting to con- 


firm and eſtabliſh it; and after all the 
Cavils againſt Church-Power, grounded on 
the pretended Authority of Private Judg- 
ment, this very Private Fudgment, and the 


impartial Diſcovery of Truth, are beſt ſe- 
cured by that Authority, which is the 
Right and Claim of the Church of Eng- 


land. 


ment, if duly. weighed, one would think, 
ſhould alone be ſufficient, to preſerve the 


Unity of her Communion, and reſtore all 


thoſe lapſed Members, who Diſſent and 


go out from her. To what other Church 


can they Reſort, where they can enjoy 
their own Reaſon more freely, ſo far as 
that Freedom conduces to the, Attainment 
of Truth? And after this, what other Rea- 
{on can any Man give for departing im 


This Conſideration of the Regard which 
the Church of England has for Private Fudg- 
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fo Impartial and fo well Conſtituted a 
Church, but only to enjoy the Freedom of 
being in the Wrong, and the Hazard of 
entertaining a thouſand damnable and per- 
nicious Errors? | | . 
Whilſt Men retain the Rule and the 
Pattern, and it is as much their Intereſt 
and Glory to retain theſe, as it is the 
Intereſt and Glory of any other Order of 
Creatures, to keep within the Bounds and 
Limitations Which the Creator has ſet to 
their Species; and whilſt they value the Uſe 
of their own Reaſon, and would preſerve it 
Clear and Impartial, they ſhould ſtedfaſtly 
adhere to that Church, where this Reaſon 1s 
_ moſt Improvable, and the Rule and the Pat- 
tern preſerved in the greateſt Purity; How 
can Men chuſe to ſeparate from Such a 
Church, unleſs they believe, that Unity is a 
Publick Evil, and Deſtructive of the Rights 
of Human Nature? 8 
T muſt own, that in my Judgment, the 
great Serge) of Church-Unity is chiefly 
owing to a Neglect in the True Members of 
the Church to inform others of her real Beau- 
ties, and the Conditions ſhe requires of her 
People. They who are Ignorant or Preju- 
diced, want this ſort of Charity from our 
Hands, which it is not, like other Wants, ſo 
much the Duty of thoſe Who labour under 
it, to diſcloſe, as it is the Duty of thoſe to 
find out, who are to Relieve it; For Men 
think their preſent Knowledge is ſufficient, 
and therefore are not prompted by any Hun- 
ger or Thirſt of the Soul to ſeek for nay? ag 
EL. „ | they 
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they are when preſſed with the Neceſſi- 
ties of, the Body: But he, who 1s conſci- 
cous to himſelf of knowing more than ano- 
ther, is highly uncharitable, if he does not 


impart that Knowledge, and uſe all Oppor- 


tunities, Without ceaſing or giving over, till 
he Convinces and Reforms; Our Induſtr 

in this Caſe onght to be Quickned by the 
Examples of thoſe, who Labour ſo very In- 


ceſſantly to promote Errors and Corrupti- 


ons; For I am verily perſuaded, that nothing 
more is wanting to Reconcile all Men to the 
Church of England, but throughly to know 
and underſtand how Pure, how Perfect, and 
truly Chriſtian ſhe is, how great a Friend to 
the Incorrupt part of Human Nature, and 


how agreeable to the ſtrict Principles of right 


Reaſon. 


Tf the Pure Genuine Rule, the True Pri- 


mitive Pattern, and the Improved Reaſon of 
Mankind, are ſufficient to eftabliſh Truth, 
and to Arm a Church with Authority: The 


Church of England, who is ſo Induſtrious to 


preſerve all theſe in their greateſt Perfecti- 
on, has the beſt Title to it of any, Church 
in Chriſtendom; And therefore all her 
Members, out of Gratitude to ſo kind a 
Mother, ought to employ all. theſe Pow- 
ers in Defence of her Rights, and in 
Vindication of her Dignity; That her 
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Dominion may extend the farther, the 


more averſe ſhe is to Tyranny and Op- 
xrefhon over the Conſciences of her Sub- 
jects. No Pains ought to be ſpared, in 
Proclaiming her Beauties and Perfections 
2 | among 
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among all thoſe, who labour under the 


| Yoke of a Superſtitions, Unmanly, and 


Slaviſh Sübmiſſion: That her Triumphs 
may be equal to her Clemency, That ſhe 
may ſhine afar off, like a City on a Hill, 


and that all Nations may flow unto Her. 
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